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To the Editor of the Christian Observe 


URNET’s account of Archbi- 

shop Leighton is probably to 
be found in an abridged form in va- 
rious biographical compilations. [ 
have transcribed it entire, with the 
exception of such inconsiderable 
portions as are interwoven with de- 
tailsof the “Comipretiension Scheme,’ 
&c., but which do not afiord any 
farther illustration of the prelate’s 
character, than what will be found 


below. 
EXEMPLUM PREUET. 


ACCOUNT OF ARCHBISHOP LEIGHTON. 


«« He was accounted a saint from 
his youth up. He had great quick- 
ness of parts, a lively apprehension, 
witha charming vivacity of thought 
and expression. Tle had the greatest 
command of the purest Latin that 
ever | knew in any man. He was a 
master both of Greek and Hebrew ; 
and of the whole compass ot theolo- 
gical learning, chietly in “ve study 
of the scriptures, But that which 
excelled all the rest was, fe was 
possessed with the highest and no- 
blest sense of divine things that ever 
I saw in any man. He had _ no re- 
gard to his person, unless it was to 
mertify it by a constant low diet, 
that was like a perpetual fast. He 
had a contempt both of wealth and 
reputation. Ile seemed to have the 
lowest thoughts of himsel! possible, 
and to desire that all other persous 
should think as meanly of him as he 
did himselt. 
Ht usage and re proac h, like a man 
that took pleasure n it. He had so 
subdued the matural beat ef bis tem- 
per, that In a creat vaniety of acci- 
Crater, Onseny Nooo? 





ile bore all SOLVES ut 


dents, and in a course of twenty-two 
years’ intimate conversation with 
him, I never observed the least sign 
of passion, Dut upon one single oc- 
casion. [He brought himself into so 
composed a gravity, that | never saw 
him laugh, and but seldom smile. 
And he kept himself in such a con- 
stant recollection, that I do not re- 
member that ever | heard him say 
There was a visible 
tendency in ail he said to raise his 


one idie word. 
these he conversed 
us aoa He seem- 
ed to be in a perpetual meditation. 
And, thou: ga the whole course of 
his lite was Strict and ascetical, yet 
he had nothing of the sourness of 
temper that generally possesses men 
of that sort. He was the freest from 
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them, possible; so that lie did not 
sO mucn as recommend ema SC«ét‘O} 
others. He sani. there was a diver- 
sitv of tempers ;: and everv man wa: 
to watch over his ow mi turn it mn 
the Dest manner € coum H 3 
thoughts were lively; oft out of the 
~ a . 

Wav.and survrizing: vet rast and cen 
muine: and he had bard together in 
his memorv the greatest treasure of 
the best and wisest of al! the ancient 
sS2V) uss t 4 yeatoens 5s we as 
Chetelts s, that | re ever knewn 

y Ties 3 d _- seu 
them the est manner passible 
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“ He bad been Bred up with tae 
naginabie to the 
whole frame af the Charch ef Eng- 


and. From Scotland hs tather sent 
him to travel. He spent some vears 
n Franee, and speke that language 
like one bern there. He came at 


terwards and settec in Scor! ABU 
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and had presbyterian ordination. 
Bat he quickly broke through the 
prejudices of his education. — Eis 


preaching had a sublimity both of 


thought and expression in it. The 
grace and eravity of his pronuncia- 
tion was such, that few heard him 
without a very seastble emotion: I 
am sure Tnever did. [lis style was 
rather too fine: but there was a ma- 
jesty and beauty in it that left so 
deep an nnpression, that 1 cannot 
vet forget the sermons [ heard him 
preach thirty years ago. And yet 
with this he seemed to look upon 
himself as so ordinary a preacher, 
that while he had a cure he was 
ready to employ all others: and 
when he was a bishop he chose to 
preach to small auditories, and would 
never give notice beforehand: he 
had indeed a very low voice, and so 
could not be heard by a great crowd. 


Ile soon came to see the follies of 


the presbyterians, and to dislike 
their covenant 3 particularly the im- 
posing it, and their fury against all 
who differed trom them. He found 
they were not capable of large 
thoughts: theirs were narrow, as 
their tempers were sour. So he 
grew weary of mixing with them. 
He scarce ever went to their meet- 
ings, and lived in great retirement, 
minding only the care of his own 
pari ish, at N ew bottle, near Edinburgh. 
Yet all the ig aro that he made 
to them was, that he preached up a 
more exact rule of life than seeined 
to them consistent with human na- 
ture; but his own practice did even 
outshine his doctrine. 

“Jn the year [643 he declared 
hinselr for the engagement for the 
ing; but the Earl or Lothian, who 
lived im lis parish, had so high an 
esteem for liim, that he persuaded 
the yigient men not to meddle with 
fiisT).: Bowe: oe wave occasion to 

' 
his parish, who bad been in the en- 
gagement, were ordered to muke 
pubiic profes sion of their repentance 
tur it, be told them they had been 
1k ais ex pedition, i) which, he be- 


they had neglected their duty 
os - 


ioe: for when some gt 


to God, and had been guilty of in- 


justice and violence, of drunkenness 


and other immoralities; and he 
charged them to repent of these 
very seriously, without meddling 
with the quarrel or the grounds of 
that war. Tle entered into a great 
corre spondence with many of the 
episcopal party, and with my own 
father in particular; and did wholly 
separate himself from the presbyte- 
rians. At last he left them, and 
withdrew from his cure; for he 
could not do the things imposed 
upon him any longer. And yet he 
hated all contention so much, that 
he chose rather to leave them in a 
silent manner, than to engage in anv 
disputes with them. But he had 
generally the reputation of a saint, 
and of something above human na- 
ture in him; so the mastership ot 
the college of Edinburgh faliing va- 
cant some time after, and it being in 
the gift of the city, he was prevailed 
with to accept of it, because in it he 
was wholly separated trom all church 
matters. [le continued ten years in 
that post: and was a great blessing 
init; for he talked so to all the 
y cathe of any capacity or distinction, 
that it had reat effect on many ot 
them. He “preached often to them; 
and if crowds broke in, which they 
were apt to do, he would have gone 
on in his sermou m= Latin, with a 
purity and lite that charmed all who 
understood it. Thus be had “igri 
about twenty years in Scotland, 
the hichest reputation that any man 
in my time ever had in that king- 
dom. 

« Leighton loved to know all men 
in the varieties of religion. In the 
vacations he made excursions, and 
came oft to London; where he ob- 
served all the eminentmen in Crom- 
well’s court, and in the several par- 
ties then about the city of London. 

Sut he told me, he could never see 
any thing among them that pleased 
Him. The ‘y were men of unquiet and 
ineddling tempers ; and their dis- 
Courses and sermons were dry and 
unsavoury, full of airy cant, or ot} 
bombast swellings. Sometimes he 
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went over to Flanders, to see what 
he could find in the several orders of 
the church of Rome. ‘There he 
found somie of Jansenius’s followers, 
who seemed to be men of extraor- 
dinary tempers, and studied to bring 
things, if possible, to the purity and 
simplicity of the primitive ages, on 
which all Azs thoughts were much 
set. He thought controversies had 
been too much insisted on, and had 
been carried too far”’—When the 
king named him as one of the 
Scotish bishops, Leighton <* was 
averse to this promotion, as much as 
was possible.” But it appears that 
the persuasion of his brother, Sir 
Elisha Leighton, who had great 
power over him, concurring, doubt- 
less, with more worthy causes, ren- 
dered the royal nomination eflec- 
tual. “ When prevailed on to ac- 
cept a bishopric, he chose Dunblane, 
a small diocese as well as 2 little re- 
venue. But the deanery of the Cha- 
pel Royal was annexed to that see: 
so he was willing to engage in that, 
that he might set up the Common 
Prayer in the king’s chapel; for the 
rebuilding of which orders were 
given. The English clergy were 
well pleased with him, finding him 
both more learned, and more tho- 


roughly theirs in the other points of 


uniformity, than the rest of the 
Scotch clergy, whom they could 
not much value. And though Shel- 
don did not much like his great 
strictness, in which he had no mind 
toimitate him, yet he thought such 
aman us he might vive credit to 
episcopacy, In its first introduction 
to a nation much prejudiced against 
it. Sharp did not know what to 
make of all this. He neither liked 
his strictness of lite, nor his notions. 
He believed they would not take 
the same methods, and fancied he 
might be much obscured by him 
tor he saw he would be well sup- 
ported. He saw the Earl of Lau- 
derdale began to maguify bum. And 
so Sharp did all be could to discou- 
rage him; but without any etlect, 
tor he had no regard to him. —I bear 
still the greatest veneration for the 





memory of that man that I do for 
any person; and reckon my early 
knowledge of him, which h; ap pened 
the year after this” (1661), “« and 
my long and intimate conversation 
with him, that continued to his death. 
for twenty-three years, among the 
greatest blessings of my life, and for 
which I know | must give an ac- 
count to God in the great ut day ina 
most particular manner: and yet, 
though I know this account of “his 
promotion m: ay seem a blemish upon 
him, I would not conceal it, being 
resolved to write of all persons and 
things with all possible candour. I 
had the relation of it from himself, 

and more particularly from his bro- 
ther. But what hopes soever the 
papists had of him at this time, when 
he knew nothing of the design of 
bringing in popery, and had there- 

fore talked of some points of popery 
with the freedom of an abs ureceil 
and speculative man; yet he ex- 
pressed another sense of the matter, 
when he came to see it was really 
intended to be brought in among u 5. 
He then spoke of “popery in the 
conrplex at much another rate; and 
he seemed to have more zeal against 
it, than [ thought was in his nature 
with relation ' | ) 
troversy ; for his abstraction made 
him seem cold in all those matters. 
But he gave all who c miversed with 
him a very different view of popery, 
when he saw we were really in dan- 
cer of coming under the power of a 
relig gion, that had, as he used to say, 
much of the Si 

ly, sensual, and devilish, but had ne- 
thing in it of the wisdom that was 


trom: above, and was pure and 


wis lon that was earin- 


vr - 


peaceable. He did indeed think 
the corruptions and cruelties of po- 
perv were such gross and odious 
things, that nothing could have 


maintained that church under those 
just and visible prejudices, but the 
several orders among them, which 
had an appearance of mortification 
and contempt of the world, and, with 
all the toe 4 that was among them 

maintained a face of prety and de- 
votion. He also thought the great 
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aml fatal error of the reformation 
was, that more of those houses, and 
of that course of life, free from the 
entanglements of vows and other 
WiXtures, Was Hot preserved: so 
that the protestant charches bad 
neither places of education, nor re- 
treat for men of mortified tempers. 
lL have dwelt long upon this man’s 
character; but it was so. singular 
that mt seemed to deserve it: and 
| was so singul arly bles ed by know- 
ing him as I did, that I am sure be 
deserved toot me that I should give 
ofulla view of him; which I hope 
mav be of some use to the world.” 
When it was proposed that Leigh- 
ton should be re-ordaiued, in ordei 
to his more regular introduction to 
the prelacy, he acceded wath Jittle 


hesitation. “ tle did not think 
orders given without bishops were 
null and  vond. Lie thought the 


fortas of government were not settled 
by such positive laws as were unal- 
terable - bute AT AY by apostolical prac- 
tices, which, as be thought, autho- 
riged episcopacy as the best form. 
Yet he did not think it necessary to 
tae being of a church: but he 


thought that every church might 


make such rules of ordination as the Vv 
pleased, and that they might re-or- 
dain ali that came to them from aiy 

ther church ; and that the re-or- 
daining a priest ordained in another 
~nurch imported no more, but that 
they received him into orders ac- 
ding to thertr rules, and did not 
vnter the annulling the orders he 

ad formerly received. These two” 
‘Leighton and Sharp) “ were upon 
this privately ordained deacons and 


vr ty 


— 


ox 


mriests. And then all the four” 
‘Leighton, sharp, Fairfoul, and Ha- 


inilton) “ were consecrated publicly 
ithe abbey of Westminster. Leigh- 
von told me, he was much struck 
with the feasting and jollity of that 
Hot such an appear- 

ance of seriousness or piety as be- 
the new-modelling of achurch. 
WW ben that was over, he made some 
w work up Sharp to the 
tue designs which possessed hin 
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could be done towards the uniting 
the pre isbyterians with them. He 
offered Usher’s reduction, as the plan 
upon which they ought to form their 
schemes. The other was, to try 
how they could raise men to a truer 
and hizher sense of piety, and bring 
the worship of that church out of 
their extempore methods into more 
order; and so to prepare them for 
a more regular way of worship, 
which he thought was ofmuch more 
importance than a form of govern- 
ment.” But neither Sharp nor Fair- 
foul discovered any desire to co-ope- 
rate with him; so that “ Leighton 
quickly lost all heart and hope ; 
aid sand often to me upon it, that-in 
the whole progress of that affair 
there appeared such cross characters 
of an angry Providence, that, how 
fully soever he was. satisfied in his 
own mind as to episcopacy itself, 
vet it seemed that God was against 
them, and that they were not like 
to be the men that should build up 
his church; so that the struggling 
aboutit seemed to him like a fighting 
against God.”-—** The bishops came 
down to Svotinal soon after their 
consecration, all in = one coach. 
Leighton told me, he believed they 
were weary of him, for he was very 
weary of thein: but he, finding they 
intended to be received at Edin- 
burgh with some pomp, left them 
at Morpeth, and came to Edinburgh 
a few days before them. He hated 
all the appearances of vanity. He 
would not have the title of lord 
given him by his friends, and was 
not easy when others forced it on 
him. In this I thought him too 
stitf: it provoked the other bishops, 
and looked like singularity and at- 
fectation, and furnished those that 
were prejudiced against him with a 
Specious appearance, to represent 
hint as a man of odd notions and 
practices.—Leighton never came to 
parliament but when there was some- 
thing betore them that related to re- 
ligion, orto the church.” His first 
appearance there was when scruples 
were advanced respecting the oath 
of supremacy, upon which it was de 


















































1609.) 
bated, whether an act explanatory 
of the oath should be proposed. 
“« He pressed it might be done, with 
much zeal. He said, the land 
mourned by reason of the many 
oaths that had been taken. ‘The 
words of this oath were certainly 
capable of a bad sense. In compas- 
sion to papists, a limited sense had 
been put on ~— in ingland ; 
and he thought there should be a 
like on eet shewed io protes- 
tants, especially when thescruple was 
just, and there was an oathinthe case, 
in Which the matter ought certainly 
to be made clear: to act otherwise 
looked like the laying snares for 
people, and the making men ot- 
fenders for a word. Starp took this 
ili from him, and replied upon him 
with great bitterness; and said, it 
was below the dignity of govern- 
ment to make acts to satisfy the 
weak scruples of peevish men: it 
ill became them, who had imposed 
their covenant on all people without 
any explanation, and had forced all 
to take it, now to expect such extra- 
ordinary favours. Leighton insisted 
that it ‘ought to be done for that 
very reason, that all men might see 
a difference between the mili ee 
ceedings of the government now, 
and their severity; and that it ill 
became the very same persons, W ho 
had complained of that rigour, now 
to practise it themselves: for thus 
it may be said the world goes mad 
by turns.” 

In 1005 “ Leighton was prevailed 
oO to go to court, and to give the 
king a true account of the proceed- 
ings in Scotland; which, he said, 
were so violent, that he could not 
concur in the plantir re the Christian 
religion itself in) such a manner, 
much less a torm ot goverhinent, 
Le theretore begged leave to qrut 
his bishopric, and to retire; for he 
thought he was im some sort acces- 


sary to the violences done by Otbers, 
wes one of them, and. all 
was pretended to be done to esta- 
blish them and their order. There 
were, ideed, no violences conmmitted 
in luis chocese lle went round if 


since he 
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continually every year, preaching 
and catechizing trom parish to pa- 
rish. He continued in his private 
and ascetic course of life, and gave 
all his income, beyond the smal] ex- 
pense of his own person, to the 
poor. He studied to raise in his 
clergy a yreater sense of spiritual 
matters, and of the care of souis; 
and was in all respects a burning 
and shining light, highly esteemed 
by the greater part of his diocese. 
ven the presby terians were mnuch 
mollified, if not quite overcome, by 
his mild and heavenly course of life. 
The king seemed touched with the 
state that the country was in: he 
spoke very severely of Sharp, and 
‘assured Leighton he would quickly 
come to other measures, and puta 
stop to those violent methods ; but 
he would by no means suiier him to 
quit his bishopric. So the king 
gave orders that the ecclesiastical 
commission should be discontinued, 
and signified his pleasure that an- 
other way of proceding was beces- 
sary tor his atiairs.’ About 1670 
Leighton became Archbishop of 
Glasgow, and ina sermon addressed 
to his cle: rgy, “ and in seyeral dis- 
courses, both in public and private, 
exhorted them to look up more to 
God; to consider themselves as mi- 
nisters of the cross of Christ: to bear 
the contempt and i). usage they me 
with as a cross lat a on them for 


the 
exercise of their faith and patience ; 
to lay aside all the appetites of re- 
venge : to humble themselves before 


God: to have many Gavs for secret 


-? + y¥ et 4 ~~ > * > . , i. ai be 
fasting Albu t ravers . aia wo meet 
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orten ; together, taat Mev mignt 
quicken and assist one an ber in 
those holy exercises; aad then they 
Might expect blessings from heaven 
upon their labours.” [n 1072, the 
Archinshep’s iil success in endea- 
yYouring to heal the religraus disor- 
ders of his country, and the unjust 
SUSPICIONS entertained against his 
character by persons 1 wh power, de- 
termined him to retire trom his see. 
On this subject the reader ts referred 
to the Christian Observer ter 1805, 
pp. S47, 3s. 
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In 1684 Burnet, after a long ab- 
sence from the Archbishop, met him 
in London; and for the last time. 
« ] was amazed,” says the historian, 
“ to see him, at above seventy, look 
so fresh and well, that age seemed 
as it were to stand still with him, 
His hair was still black, and all his 
motions were lively. Tle had the 
same quickness of thought, and 
strength of memory, but, above all, 
the same heat and lite of devotion, 
that I had ever scen inhun. When 
] took notice to him, upon my first 
seemg him, how well he looked, he 
told me, be was very near his end 
for all that; and his work and jour- 


ney both were now almost done. 
This at that time made no great 


impression on me. He was the next 
day taken with an oppression, and, 
as it seemed, with a cold and with 
stitches, which was indeed a pleurisy. 
He sunk so that both speech and 
sense weit away of a sudden; and 
he continued panting about twelve 
hours ; and then died, without pangs 
or convulsions. 1 was by him all 
the while. 

« Thus I lost him, 
for so many years 
of my w hole life. He had lived ten 
years In Sussex, IN great privacy, 
dividing his time wholly between 
study and retirement, and the doing 
of good; for in the parish where he 
lived, and in the parishes round 
about, he was _ ays employed in 
preaching, and in reading prayers. 
He « distributed All te had in chari- 
ties, choosing rather to have it go 
through other peopile’s hands than 


who had been 
the chief gnide 


his own; for | was his almoner in 
London. He had gathered a well- 


chosen library of curious, as well as 
books; which he lett to the 
of Dunblane, for the use of 
the clergy country beimy 
Hit provided with books He le. 
mented oft to me the Stupidity that 
he observed among the 


° ' 
use¢etul, 
Ciocese 


there, that 


Jengland, who seemed to be much 

ye insensible in the matters of 
religion, than the commons of Scot- 
sania were. He retained still a ppe- 


nation to Scotland 
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he had seen any prospect of doing 
good there, he would have gone and 
lived and died among the m. In 
the short time that the affairs of 
Scotland were in the Duke of Mon- 
mouth’s hands, that duke had been 
possessed with such an opinion of 
hin, that he moved the king to write 
to him to go and at least live in 
Scotland, if he would not engage in 
a bishopric there. But that fell with 
that duke’s credit. He was in his 
last years turned to a greater seve- 
rity against popery than I had ima- 
gined ¢ aman of his temper, and of 
hte largeness In point of opinion, was 
capable of. He spoke of the cor- 
ruptions, of the secular spirit, and of 
the cruelty that appeared in that 
church, with an extraordinary con- 
cern; and lamented the shameful 
advances that we seemed to be 
making towards popery. He did 
this with a tenderness and an edge, 
that I did not expect from so recluse 
and mortified a man. He looked on 
the state the Church of England was 
in with very melancholy reflections, 
and was very uneasy at an expres- 
sion then much used, that it was the 
best constituted church in the world. 
He thought it was truly so, with re- 
lation to the doctrine, the worship, 
and the main part of the govern- 
ment: but as to the administration, 
both with relation to the ecclesias- 
tical courts, and the pastoral care, 
he looked on it as one of the most 
corrupt he had ever seen. He 
thought, we looked like a fair car- 
case of a body without a spirit; 
without that zeal, that strictness of 
life, and that laboriousness in the 
clergy, that became us.—There were 
two remarkable circumstances in his 
death. He used often to Say, that 
if he were to choose a place to die 
in, it should be an inn; it looking 
like a pilgrim’s home, to 
whom this world was all as an inn, 
aud who was weary of the noise and 
confusion mit. tle added, that the 
officious tenderness and care of 
friends was an entanglement to a 
dying man; and that the uncon- 
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cere ad attendance of those that could 
































809. | 
be procured such a place would 
give less disturbance. And he ob- 
tained what he desired; for he died 
at the Bell Inn in Warwick Lane. 
Another circumstance was, that 
while he was bishop in Scotland he 
took what his tenants were pleased 
to pay him; so that there was a 
great arrear due, which was raised 
slowly by one whom he left in trust 
with his affairs there; and the last 
payment that he could expect from 
thence was returned up to him about 
six weeks before his death; so that 
his provisions and journey failed 
both at once. And thus in the se- 
veral parts of this history I have 
given a very particular account of 
every thing relating to this aposto- 
lical man; whose life I would have 
writ, if I had not found proper places 
to bring the most material parts of 
it within this work. I jonkne. that 
I owed this to that perfect friend- 
ship and fatherly care with which 
he had always treated me.” 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
[I opsERVED, some years ago, an in- 
quiry in the Christian Obse rver, re- 
specting the miracle mentioned in 
Joshua x. 13: “ sae the sun stood 
still, and the moon stayed,” &c. 
Some remarks ieee appeared at 
the time, but they did not, in my 
apprehension, tend much to obviate 
the objections of those who are dis- 
posed to reject every thing related 
in the Bible which may be deemed 
miraculous. Some of the miracles 
recorded in Holy Writ, at which the 
sceptic may cast his darts, are, 
however, confirmed by the tradi- 
tions and histories of nations very 
remote from the land of Judea; and 
that this is the case in the instance 
before us, appears by the following 
note on this text, in Purver’s trans- 
lation of the Bible, printed in 1764 
and which therefore seams to me to 
deserve a place in the Christian Ob- 


server, W. T. 


“ Reckoning this a year after the 


On the Sun and Moon standing still: 


Joshua x. 13. 479 


Israelites entered Canaan, it amounts, 
by my tables, to 556 years after the 
death of Noah. Now the Chinese 
history has a tradition that the sun 
did not set in ten days, while the 
emperor Yao reigned. Days may 
be thought a mistake for hours, and 
both miracles to be the same; espe- 
cially as the computation agrees : 
for after the decease of Foht, their 
first emperor, who is counted to be 


Noah, the time is recorded thus: 
vu |) 2 
“ Ninnum reigned++++++ 140—140 
“ Hoamti -+--- ores 100—240 
‘6 Naghag eccccesccees $4—3?74 
“Chuenhio «++-«-++++. 78—402 
We 2s es chad bebe 70—472 
ety re Pee 8180 
ma Yad ccvcccccccccces 100—580 
«So that on s concurs with the 
Scriptures, and may be justly es 
teemed a aon: for it. 


Besides, 
China is so far eastward, that the 
time of the day there may be rec- 
koned upwards of four hours later 
than in Canaan; which answers 
better still, as the Chinese report 
seems to intimate that the sun was 
towards its setting there. And ac- 


cording to the Scripture it was not 
‘ust an artificial day, or twelve 
hours; so may rather be thought 


less than more, \ hich 
is in the wt ter pet 
The ay relation, 


that dav itselt 
of the vear 


on the other 


: Oe ea, Cees 
hand, having ten, might aris: trom 
, . . 
this; that the sun was not ther 
,} >T nm j =¢,)/} e>*] hal 1 eee 
OOs ¥ ed to stan SN\ak8 taba a sbUu,. 


’ 


or more, whieh might easily be the 
case, eS| pecial y if it Was cloudy ; 

and that may seem likely Lao, De- 
cause they have nomention made 
the moon. However, dials weal 
not inform them long it was, 


4 


Heme 
aiu >9 


and they had scarce other instru- 
ments for it, besides such as hour 

: - ma 
glasses. hus, if we particularly 


examine and compare 


they appear the more agree tty 
‘ The Copernican system of astro- 
nomy being now rece! ived and de- 


monsirated, by it the moon's stand- 
ing still may ‘be accounted for, as 
that was useless with the sun: for 
the diurnal rotation of the earth, by 
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which it turns round lke a wheel, 
being stopped, if the moon conti- 
nued its course, the position of it to 
the earth, which it is about a month 
going round, would be altered but 
little : nav, the moon being u satel- 
lite of the earth, might stand still 
with it, as an eflect of the earth’s 
cessation, or that their mutual 
lation to one another, and the other 
heavenly bodies, might not be de- 
stroyed; not tor any benefit it 
woutlt he then to the Israelites. Thus 
the modern system of the universe, 
- the Scripture account, agree 
vether, and mutually confirm each 
i As it will be allowed the 
notion then was, that the sun went 
round the earth; 
history had been fictitious, would 


not the authors, in consequence of 


that notion, have represented the 
sun only standing sull, since there 
was no need of the moon? Where- 
as, that the sun might seem to stand 
still (in like mauner as the moon 
seemed a light, Gen. 1. 16), the earth 
really must; andso the moon would 
seem to stand likewise. ‘This shews 
that the fact was true, since it could 
not be invented, and that Joshua did 
it by divine direction. 

“The pitiful objections to this 
noble miracle—viz. Gf Maimonides, 
that God only enabled Joshua and 
lis arny to do as much execution 
in one day as would have taken up 
tuo (More Nevoch, partit. cap. 39); 
of Spinosa, that it was nothing but 
a refraction of the sun’s rays by the 
sky (Tract. Theolog. Politic. cap. 
2.4; of Grotius, that it 1s omitted in 
llebrews vill. put for xi. (though 
imentioned Hab. ii. 11.); not to 
mention others more ridiculous, can 
really deserve no answer.  Peire- 
rus, as a person of extraordinary 


skill for making the miracles of 


pl natural, supposes it was 
e twiliy sht, after sun-set, which Jo- 
”~ ua mistook forthe sun (Proead: smi! 
lib.iv. 6.): whereas, without mstst- 
ing on the sun’s being in the middle 
of the sky, his staying under the 
earth to make the twilight longer 


tian usual, would be as much a om 


if this piece of 


racle as to stay above it; and to 
create a new light might be a greater. 
Jesides, the Israelites pursued their 
evennes ; then returned to Makke- 
dah; took it, and, slaying the five 
kings, hanged them up, some time 
before sim-set (ver. 19. 28.) ‘To con- 
clude; Le Clerc, who seems to have 
labourcd it most, objects further, 
amous other wretehed trifling shifts, 
that Joshua would move probably 
pray fora longer day at sun-set than 
at noon: which would not invalidate 
the miracle, if it had been so: but 
the Israelites might not have had 
faith enough, upon Joshua’s speak- 
ing tothe sun to stand still at sun- 
set, then to have dispersed, and pur- 
sued their cnemies to their several 
cities, for fear of dangers in the 
night. ‘To the pretence that the 
saine slaughter might have been 
been made in two days as in that 
one, may be opposed, what is said 
by the Jews, that it was the day 
before the sabbath, as in Pirke 
Eliez. 52. However, two days 
would not do instead of that one; 
for, supposing the Amorites had 
been beat the first day, the second 
would not have served for pursumg 
them, since they might have got 
away 10 the night hetiees: more- 
over, the terror “of such a wonderful 
thing might be of great use to dis- 
cot rage the yet numerous enemies, 
according to what had been before 
(chap. ii. 9, 10, 11, and v. 1.), as 
well as encourage the Lord’s people, 
and engage them to thankfulness 
and obedience, besides gloriously 
displaying the power and providence 
of God = future and perpetual 
ages.” — Purver’s Bible, vol. i. p. 292 
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For the Christian Observer. 


ON THE NATURE AND SOURCE OF JOY 


IN GOD. 


I xvow of no rule in religion more 
iiportant than this; that we should 
form our ideas of spiritual subjects 
only from Scripture, and not from 
the opinions and customs prevalent 
in the world. Do we wish to un 
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derstand, for example, the nature 
and effects of Christian faiths We 
ought not to form our conclusions 
respecting them from the current 
opimons of the Christian community 
in which we live. We ought to 
ascend to a purer and less qnestion- 
able authority. We ought to listen 
to the apostles of our Lord. We 
ought to look to the faith and the 
mractice of the first Christians. 
Christian faith appears, in the esti- 
mation ‘9 too many professed Chri 
tians, to be nothing more hw 0 a. 
cold assent to the truths of revela- 
tion, which produces no impressiou 
on the heart, and has no materia! 
etfect on the conduct. But faith, as 
it was understood by the apostles, 1s 
one of the most powerfu il and ener- 
getic principles which can intluence 
men. Hear the apostle Paul, in the 
fifth chapter of his Epistle to the 
Romans, pointing out the eifects 
which flow from it, — peace with 
God; a joyful hope of heaven; gio- 
rving even in tribulatien; joy in 
God. It is this last effect, of joy 212 
God, which I mean more-particuiarly 
to coeninet in wy present paper. 

«“ And not onty so,” that is, we 
not only have peace with God, and 
a cood hope towards him; we not 
only are enabled to glory in trrbu- 
lation, “ but we also joy in God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, bs 
whom we have now received the 
atonement.” This is certaiuly a 
higher étlect of faith than any of the 
preceding. It implies something 
more than merely having peace 
with God, or rejoicing in the hope 
of eternal glory. It supposes a state 
of mind more noble and less selash 
than the latter, and more highly ad- 

vanced in the knowledge and Jove 
of God than the former. A Chris- 
tian joys, or rezoices, in God. 

This joy im God stpposes, ta 


the first place, that the character of 


him inwhom we rejoice is both well 
known to us, and is contemplated by 
us with delight; not merely in that 
dry abstract way in which some rea- 
son concerning the mature of the divine 
Hemy, with as httle vaterest as they 
Cyuist., Onsenv. No, oe 
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would concer ling the laws by which 
the motion of the planets is direct- 
ed, but with a decp and aflecting 
sense of their excellency. Sucha 
devout worshipper ot God may be 
supposed to exclaim, while he me- 
ditates upon the character of the 
glorious Being whom he 
“ () Lord, my God, how excellent 
is thy name in ail the earth, who 
hast set thy glory above the h eavens| 
W ho is like unto thee, O Lord? 
rious In holiness, fearful in lat, 
doing wonders! Great and marvel- 
lous are thy works, Lord God Al- 
righty: just and true are thy ways, 
( thou King of Saints. Who st all 


not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify 


serves, 
, 


tty name? Thou hast a mighty 
arm: strong is thy hand, and hich 
is thy right hand Nove cCaa stay 


thine arm, or sav unto thee Ve Nat 
).. + + 5 ,o iJ 7 oa > ert > ae. +b — 
GOoest Liss. 13OW eciiiwic att #4isis' 
In thy works. I nrougn the cre3atness 
of thy power sath thine enemies 
= = - iv ~ : 4 tg er ~ - 
submit themselvesto thee. Wohithe; 
shall I flee trom thy presence? If J 


ascend up mito = 6Neaven Oud rt 

ther ft | ake T ‘ rigs >t} 

tid Cc. ‘ ma BY ~ ; ~+ky 

_ = + - = 

tnoeu art there aito lt 1 take the 
raet rea 3 } _ : - 

wings of the morning, and dvweli in 
? 

the uttermost parts Of tiie S€a, eTEen 
— 7. ~ —o + . ~ > 4 ~~ 4 

there shall thine HAD i@au me, ana 

thy mgkt hand guide me. O the 

di pin Of the ricties DON OF the wis 

] ~ } Ds . } ‘ - ~ +> ™ 

aqom 2rd &nowiecce of Gm. a 

, : 

uses ‘(TCA awit aft #3 52 ~2* SS ibe & — 4 
~ ~ -~ ~* ~ - > ry 

his wavs past finding eut! The L 

tis good, and his tender merc 5 

over 2 this WOTKS i are th — 
> ] > ’ 4 

unto the Lord, ie > ¢ Oe- 


. ——_— Xs ——s ~s 4 . em > » 
cause Dis mereyvy enauTretn foi 
P 


‘Thv merev, © Lord, ts e he 
vens: ang thy tamnhtulness reachetn 
unto tbe Ci louds. l \ te Sflcess 
is like the creat mountarns; thy 
cements are a reat Leep. () 


God, thou art mv God: eariy wilt I 
seek tnee: mv s i tirsteth ior 
thee, mv flesh jonocth for thee, ma 
dry and thirstv iand where no 
water is, to See thy power and clory 
gw as I have seen thee in the sanc 
tuary. 

baus we find the holy men ot 
old. even these who did not 

33 


Ls 


()y thy 


Hulls behold as we do the 
of the Lord displayed im Jesus 
C'hyist, actually re the at- 
and character at ¢ rod. 
us also the 
with which the works ot 
THA he contemplated by Liye 
tian. And lieve, 
burn our 


glory 


urement 

tributes 
Let 

frame 


consider joy tal 
(sod 
(iliris 
which Way soever we 
shall have oeca- 
sion to break forth into joyful ad. 
miration of the UPeALess and ¢ 


eyes, we 


conn] - 


ness of our God. Do we Lnele iN} 
ward to the starry oat ¢ ‘The 
heavens declare the glory of (rod, 


mathe tirmament sheweth his handy 


work. 


Do we survey the earth ? 

The earth is the Lord’s, and. all 
the fulness thereof: the world, and 
they that dwell theremin. © > Lord, 
how mamtold are thy works; in 
wisdom hast thou made them all: 
the earth ts tal thy riches, so ts 
the vreat and wide sea. The eyes 
of all wait upon thee, and thon 
sivest them their meat in due sea- 
son. ‘That thou gtvest them they 
gather; thon openest thine hand, 
they are filled with good: thou 
hidest thy face, they are troubled: 
thou takest away their breath, they 


die and return to the earth.” But 
when we reflect on the 
creat Work of redemption, what abun- 
dant reasons have we for praise and 
jovtal adoration! «“ Bless the Lord, 
O my soul; and all that is within 
me, bless hisholy name. Bless the 
Lord, O my sont, and forget not all 
his iat sega who forziveth all thine 

quities, who healeth all thy dis- 
eases, who redeemceth thy life from 
cgesiruction, wio crownetlh thee with 
) kindness cath LCOMGErF 
at israel hope in the 


Witt rue Lord rnere l- 


ne 
above all, 


mercies. 
Lord; for 
mercy, and 
PELL COUS redemption, 


o i " ‘ I I ‘ | o - i! - 
anne sualireaecin isra lfrom all his 
, : 
’ Blessed be tin sdand Father 
| 
ef ovr Lord Jesus Curist, who hath 
7 oa% ait hh 
if Is < brtli)e SUIFItUA) Dlessings 
} iVeniy pia ‘sot Christ Jesu 
ity mimi wel \ rece notion, through 
ty ty 28 Lise 1G iVeTie ss ot sith, 
; 9 ‘ 4 i . ¢ 
eaeoretye ir thy e riches of THs yrace, 
Jeenoid what manner of Jove the 
. + - 
bath 4 f Owed upon ts, that 


_ ; ie 
Joy in God whieh arises from Christian Taith. 





[Auc 
should be 
Herem 1s 


(sod, 


called the sons ol God! 
love, not that we loved 
but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation of our 


sins. Ile that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things?” 
Rejoicing in’ the Lord com- 
prises, in the third place, an ad- 
mining re yard to fits holy precepts 


Without this, our Jey in God wand 


be an enthusiastic feeling, which 
could brine mm na glory. We 
must always imeclude, therefore, in 


our view of the glory of the Lord, 
the erecllency of his precepts, and 
mingle the cordial approbation of 
them with our triuinphant adoration 
of his perfections and works. The 
law of the vert- 
ing the the testimony of the 
teak ine Wise the sim- 
The statutes of the Lord are 
viucht, rejoictng the heart; the com- 
mandment of the Lord is pure, en- 
lightening the eyes. The fear of 
the Lora ts clean, ‘enduring for ever ; 
the judgments of the Lord are true, 
and righteous altogether. More to 
be desired are they than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold; sweeter also 
than honey and the honeycomb. 
) Lord, how I love thy law! all 
the day long is my meditation on it. 
With my w ‘hole heart have I sought 
thee: © let me not wander from 
thy commandments. J delight to 
do thy will, O God ; yea, thy law 
is Written ia my he ‘ah 

‘Lhis view of the elory of God 
and ihe excellence of his precepts, 
will naturally be jomed with a ready 
acquiescence in his will, which torms 
another branch of rejoicing in the 
Lord { know,” will the devout 
worshipper of Ciod exclaim, while 
he contemplates the wise and pro- 


the Most 


Lord ts perfect, con 
soul ; i 
Lord is sure, 


ple. 


vidential dispensations of 
lligh, “I know that thy judgements 
might, and that thou of 
faithtulness hast caused 
troubled, It is the Lord, 
as seemeth bun good. 


re 
done awn earth, as at 


are very 

me to be 
let him de 
Thu will be 
is done av bea 
Verh ne 
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Add to this one particular 
more, in order to complete the de- 
scription of joy in God; and that ts, 
such a confidence im the relation he 
bears to us, that we may be able to 
say with joyful hope, “ This God is 
our God tor ever and ever. | wili 
say of the Lord, He is my retuge 
and my fortress, iny God ; in hiuin 
will I trust. Whom have J in hea- 
ven but thee? and there is none 
upon earth that I desire beside thee. 
Thou shalt guide me with thy coun- 
sel, and afterward receive me to 
slory. My flesh and heart faileth, 
but God is the strength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever. There- 
fore my heart is glad, and my glory 
rejoiceth; my flesh also siiail rest 
in hope.” 

Such is the joy in God whieh his 
saints possess ; such are the sen- 
timents with which they contem- 
plate his pertections and ois Works 
and with which they rejoice in the 
safety and blessings they enjoy 
through him. 

But what is the foundation of this 
holy joy: The mpeatte answers: We 
joy in Ged ‘through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now re- 
ceived the atonement,” or rather, as 
the Greek word ts translated in other 
parts of this chapter, “ reconcilia- 
tion.’ Whether we are interested 
in God or not, he is equally a just 
object of adoration and joy. There 
is no detect in him of wisdom, good- 
ness, and glory, whatever be the 
state of our minds towards him. 
The angels above rejoice in him con- 
tinually, though we should be in- 
sensible of his power and greatness. 
But the display of goodness and 
mercy which he has made to ws in 
particular, by the gift of his only 
begotten Son, a display which even 
the angels desire to contemplate, 
calls upon us, more particularly than 
any part of the creation, to adore 
him; and the love be has shewn to 
us Warrants, In a more eminent de- 
gree, our peculiar joy in him. ‘The 
Scripture represents us as being once 
afar off, but now brought nigh 
through 
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the blood of Jesus We 
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were lost, but are now found; we 
were ruled, but are now restored. 


‘The Son of God himself came down 


from heaven lO mane atonement for 
our sins, to Yrecouctiie us to the 
Father, to restore us to our lost pri- 
vileges, to raise us to iminortality 
and glory. By faith in him we be- 
come interested in ail the blessings 
he treely gives to man; our sins are 
cancelled, and the love and mercy 
of (,0d communicated Lo US. 

The toundation, therefore, of all 
true joy in God must be laid in the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, through 
whom we obtain reconciliation with 
God. Guilty as we have been, unwor- 
thy as we are of the mercy of God, 
ire is willing to be reconciled to us 
through Christ; he invites us to 
dra‘v near to him with confidence, 
as a reconciled Father in Christ 
Jesus; and, if we believe in Christ, 
he displays his love and tenderness 
towards us, in forgiving our sins 
freely, and enriching us with every 


blessing. It 1s the persuasion of 


this truth which communicates to us 


joyful views of the character of 


God. We apply to him by faith: 
we understand the nature of the 
state into which we are broucht 
through hi mm: Wwe believe, and are 
tilled with peace and joy in peliey- 
ing: we survey the glorious inhe- 
ritance of the saints, contemplate 
the hope ot their Calli ihg, and our 


souls are filled with joytul views of 


His goodness, who hath so abounded 
towards us in the riches of his grace. 
A joy in God, which is not built 
upon bis merey in Christ Jesus, 
does not staud upen a scriptural 
foundation, nor is it suited to the 
sintul state of man. That joy alene is 
truly ror iy which proceeds trom a 
just rchief of the revelation ot the 
Gospe " of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let us here stop, to attend to the 


character ef religion, as tt is dis- 


plaved by the sacred writers. By 


them it was alw Avs Te garded as tbe 
SOUTEE ot the purest and Nest 2a bi U 
iw yOV. lt was the spring ot ail 
their hapes, the cence of ail ther 
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troublesome world, rejoicing in hope, 
abounding in joy, through the know- 
led ge of Christ. ‘Phe Gospel was 
received by them as God's best gift, 
mitended to afford a complete re- 
medy forthe evils of lite; to make 
the poor rich, to comfort them that 
mourn, to give * the 
praise for the spint of heaviness.” 
And is it not its obvious tendency to 
produce this yoy?) Does it not give 
us such expressions of the merey 
and goodness of God, as may well 
make us jovtal in his salvation : 
Now, thi s is the view ot the Go- 
spel which every Christian ought to 
posse ss. Butitis very ev ident that 
a great part of those who are called 
Christians are not thus aflected by 
it. Religion rather tends to alarm 
their fears, than to excite their joy: 
itis considered too much in the light 
of a burden which they must bear, 
a task to whica they must subinit, 
a painini duty which they must 
fulfil, When the obligations of the 
Gospel are pressed upon them, the 
language of their hearts, 
their lips, is apt to be: “ ITs all this 
necessary ®” In other words, ** Must 
all this be submitted to, in order to 
obtain heaven at last? Cannot I ob- 
tain a seat there upon easier terms 
thantheser” Such questions indicate 
a view of religion tundamentally er- 
roneous. They suppose that God 
requires of mau to purchase heaven 


at a certain price, and that the 
terms are hard and unreasonable. 
Bat tins is totally to mistake the 
very nature of religion, which was 
designed to be our preseat com- 
fort and joy, the anticipation and 
earnest of heaven, us well as the 
way 10 Its future possession. ‘The 


> , ) ; 
Son of God came down upon earth 


to purcuase ete ral nap pine 3s tor 
* * Z i r j 

man. und ov ai! who come to him 

he tLeely Conmters 16 ava gilt; a citt 


of inestimabie value, tar tue valuable 
’ 
19 be purchased hv anv 


P . _— ce. 
muan Cali pay. s1¢ 
°9g apy Las) 


7 
Hie assures 


price which 
mVites 
tol 


all men 
nim 


thet, t 


this ble Ssing. 


hatil they become 


iis servants, he will give them all 
Y S$ Vee bor loci spiritual ane! 
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garment of 


joyment of worldly pleasure. 


if not of 





[Ave. 
temporal welfare; grace here, and 
glory hereatter. He bids them rely 
ou him with a stedfast confidence in 
the use of all the means of grace 
which he has appointed. He directs 
them to look to God as their Father, 
who is reconciled to them through 
their beheving in him; 5 and he com- 
mands them to rejoice in hope of the 
elory of God. 

This view of the ( Gospel of Christ 
is, without doubt, essentially dit- 
ferent from that of many norminal 
Christians. ‘Loo many are apt to 
look habitually to other things for 
enjoyment, to the world, its plea- 
sures, wealth, or honours; and to 
religion only as a kind of necessary 
evil, Few regard the revelation of 
God as the rand, the only, the 
never-failing source of true peace 
and joy. [low many, if they spoke 
honestly, would be heard to Say 
« My pleasure is derived from the 
icrease of my wealth, from the en- 
AS 
tor religion, though it may be pro- 
per ina certain decree, yet it would 
interfere with my happiness, if I were 
to pay too much attention to it, 
What is this but to say, that religion 
is the source, not of happiness, but 
of misery? May the Spirit of -God. 
convince such persons of their error. 

Surely that good and gracious God, 
a ever is and must be the source 
of all true happiness, when he sent 
his Son in such wondertul love and 
mercy to mankind, could intend 
nothing but thei benefit by his mis- 
sion. dt therefore argues a strange 
degree of weakness to suppose that 
his Gospel is not calculated to afford 
the highest happiness to man. See 
in what light the Scriptures repre- 
sent the Gospel. It communicates 
peace with God; it inspires a lively 
Ope of future vlory 5 it enables us 
to vlory even in tribulation; it 
teaches us to rejoice in God, and in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Are these 
the efiects of a system which inter- 
rupts happiness and produces me- 
Jancholys What can be the cause 
of this strange mistake respecting 
the Gospel? The cause secms to me 
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to be this, that men naturally love 
to indulge their corrupt appetites : 
and expect to derive happiness only 
from that indulgence. ‘T he Ser iptare . 
assure us, that in this point they 
entirely mistaken ; perience 
might also serve, it would be concelv- 
ed, tocorrect this error, since nothing 
can be more clear to a re Rectine 
mind, than the disappointinent wich 
attends worldly and sensual pursuits. 
The Scriptures point purer 
sources of joy; but till the mind ts 
in some degree prepared and fitted 
to relish them, they are not valued. 
The soul requires to be renewed; 
and a spiritual taste must be com- 
municated from above, ere spiritual 
things can be so enjoyed as to be- 
come the sources of happiness. 
‘They that are after the ilesh do 
mind the things of the flesh.” “The 
carnal mind is enmity against God, 
for it is not subject to ‘the | aw of 
God, neither indeed can it be.” 

But the Gospel holds out to man 
the means of recovery from this sad 
state. It holds out not only new 
sources of enjoyment, but a new 

capacity to relish them, which is 

wrought in him by the influence of 
the Holy Spirit. While men are 
in their natural state, they are not 
competent judges of the nature of 
the happiness that is to be derived 
trom a renewal of the soul in the 
image of God, Jhev feel reitgion 
to be a restraint, and therefore they 
suppose that it must invartably be 
so. Their minds are earthly, and 
therefore they love nothing but 
what is of the earth. They” think 
they judge by experience, and 
they havee Xperience intheir favour: 
but it is not a fair experience: it is 
not the experience of one who has 
walked in God’s appointed way, and 
faithfuliy tried the measures wich 
he has prescribed. 

I would here remark, that it is a 
vain thing to expect the peace 
the joy w hich the ¢ rospel preseribes, 
trom any half system ot relie 
while the heart is divided between 
God and mammon. No—lIt 1s 
cesssary to take a decided 
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Religion must not be considered as 


subsidiary to other things, while 
they lave the chief place in our 
esteem; but all other things must 
bow tw its commanding influence. 
‘The ov gi the (; ospel is of too pure 
and holy a mature to reside in the 
breast which ts polluted by sin, or 
to share the heart which 1s divided 
by corrnpt aflections. It is in its 
nature incompatible with these. hk 


: |  ——- » — wae as “¥ 
Is thereiore omy by ahh UNniesét rvea 


x x 


surrender of ourselves to god: by 
an habitual regulation of all our de- 
SITES, aetaabinies eset ty and pur- 
suits, by the laws of religion; by 


unequivocally seeking to derive our 
happiness immediately from God, 
that we can know what is the peace, 
ant : WA Li at the Igy, 


which God gives 
to these who tear him. In va 


shalt ve ( fs Lo possess ime pe: ace 

ot God, or to be enabled to rewice 

in him, ttl} we seek him with our 
ar , } i -" 

whole hearts. 


‘ti 


. ° ? 
ilits subject is also very important 


to my readers, as a touchstone to 
discover the true nature of theit 
faith, Nothing can more cle ar! v 
demonstrate the insufficiency of thas 
faith which is genera ly held, than 
by commperiny its netiee s with those 
which are attributed to faith in the 
sacred writings. "in us take som 
of the instance given by the apostle 
Paui.—' Prue faith is satd to inspire 
us with ne of the cfory of G 
yt 1S this tne erect of conim oi 
¥ ti OF the wor. Is tw no ev t 
that in veneral persons derive ne 
real emovment from the conteranta 
tion of a clortovs immortalitv? Dees 
their farth set em? Does 
it reaire to th t ssed scenes 
above ‘-— True taith is said enabl 
uS tO ¢ t But 
Goes tie comny faith of nominal 
Christians produce such etlect : 
Does it enable man not only to sup- 
port tue triais of fe Wi ith calm: Ness, 
but even to rejorce under them, and 
to rejoice under them from such a 
consideration as the apostle has laid 


True 
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valent produce such an eflect? No: 
ib permits men to reyorce da pros. 
perity and i selleindulgence, but it 
does not set God before the soul 

the supreme object of joy. Tt does 


not teach us to consider every thing 
besides as Deaprhy ais 1 unsatistac Lory, 
aud as rmterterme with our trae 
eCHpOVineats. It does nel Hieyprane 
delighthul views of the character 
and atimbutes of God. lt does not 
produce a joytul contempiation ot les 
works. It does not communicate 
cordial approbation of lis preeepts. 
It does not instil a ready and joytal 
submission to his will. lt does not 
inspire such language as we find the 
sacred writers to employ, or such 
senuments as appear to have ant- 
mated them. On the contrary, tt ts 
evident that such language and such 
sentiments would be generally re- 
he ded as strange and unnecessary, 
perhaps derided as enthusiasuc, 

I have only further to observe, 
that it becomes all who protess to be 
Christians, and hope to be partakers 
of the salvation of Christ, to inquire 
tuto the soundness of their faith; 
ane I know of no way of examining 

, but by searching whether its ef- 
lee corr ‘espond with those described 
mm Scripture. The Scriptures speak 
of al iwing and of a dead faith. It is 

< faith to which the blessings 
of sal Wwati on are annexed: a dead 
taith is equally useless for present 
comiort, o tor tinal benefit at the 
dav of judzment. True faith con- 
ters (ite; life to the soul here: “we 
ive by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved us, and gave himself for 
us.’ This life consists in holy af- 


, 


fections and heavenly pursuits. But 
de ad faith leaves the soul earthly 

i aded, under the power and domi- 
of ‘in, Without hope or joy in 
it is not enough, therefore, to 
ve in Christ, unless we believe 
a true and living faith. Those 
wil tall snort of the grace of God, 
contented with a wominal 
: son of Christianity, with a 
G£40 jaith. And should | have the 
nappiness of presuading any of my 
reasers ty seck for a letter faith 


thanthat whichcommonly prevails in 
the world, let me exhort them to begin 
forthwith to read the Seripturcs with 
self-application and earnest prayer to 
God, that he, whose only gut taith ts, 
would bestowitupon them. la this 
Way, dilipenthy persevered ith, a de- 
wre of peace and yoy will be obtain- 
ed, whieh, as faith as strengthened, 
will fipen more and more mto a 
blessed confidence tm God, an 
abounding hope glory, and a yoy 
in Good, and ma Jesus Cheist, through 


whom we have been reconciled to 


God. N.D. 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Ona visit lately to some valuable 
friends who make a profession of 
Chrisuanity, aud who, In most re- 
spects, adorn their profession, | was 
compelled to remark a few inconsis- 
tencies, which led to some general 
reflections on the subject. These 
reflections are too obvious not to 
have occurred to every thinking 
mind under the influence of  religi- 
ous truth ; but as they are, never- 
theless, among those things the im- 
portance of which familiarity does 
uot lessen, I shall address them to 
you, Sir, in the humble hope that 
they may, if found worthy of inser- 
tion in your useful miscellany, meet 
the eye of some individual, who, 
conscious that they apply to him, 
may be led in future more scrupu- 
lously to adhere to his God and Sa- 
viour in all things. 

The particular point which called 
for animadversion in my friend's 
conduct was, a want of economy in 
his expenditure. His establishment 
was unnecessarily Jarge ; his table 
too profuse; the dress of his wife, 
and the education of his children 
(especially his daughters), of a kind 
unsuitable to his situation and pro- 
fession in life. Indeed, there was 
a general carelessness as to money 
concerns, which seemed hkely to 
disable him from giving that goood 
account of his stewardship which all 
ought to be prepared Lo render, 











Bee cr aaa 

















he he AEE D 


1809. | On the Tendency among Christians {0 contorm to the 


Iam far from being a friend to 
the /evelling Princ ple. Civil dis- 
tinctions, | am aware, must be 
maintamed : moral order requires it: 
Christianity entorces it. Kut we 
should not lose sizht of other dist ace 
tions. We should rememb-c that 
the Christian 1s called “ with a high 
and holy calling ;” he should there- 
fore be caretul at once to maintain 
the privile TES and pe riorm the du- 
ties of bis prove sion, ‘ti privt- 
lezes of the Christian cons Si, in 
part, Im an EXemMptlon Irom the 
slavery of custom and fashion; his 
duties, among other things, tn so 
managing the property with which, 
by the bounty of Providence, ne is 
invested, as that he shal! ‘* do good 
unto all men, specially those who 
are of the household of ta:th.” 

This, it may be said, is the very 
spirit by which a true Christian 1s 
actuated. I will allow that it is; 
that many, nay, that all true Chris- 
tians are liberal and charitable: vet 
if, by the reduction of certain super- 
tluous expences, more mit t be 
spared; so much more would that 
talent be improved, which God has 
put into our hands to be used jor his 
glory, and the good of our fellow- 
creatures. It surely, then, behoves 
even the liberal and charitab 
inquire, “ May net one of these 
servants be lopped off from my est 

lishment? May not some ot | them 
dishes be spared from my table? 
Will not less variety of dress be suf- 
ficlentto my appearance in society 
ora less expensive school be ace- 
quate to the education of my daugh- 
ters? 

It will not, I think, be denied that 
Christians are bound by their pro- 
fession to attend to the mnunutest 
parse of their condu Ct. 


i 


Every thing 
wethin and without should undergo 
a constant so severe scrutiny : nor 
should they look to any ot her stand- 
ard of judgment and practice, than 
tliat which is to be found in the 
Scriptures. ‘Phis being aduimitted, 
how carefully and diligently should 


ve mvestigate our actions, and the 


#ivre 


motives of our actions! how cau- 
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tious should we be of deeming any 
7, a 


thing trivial, or of shot importance, 
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discernment of our own hearts. ‘* To 
those who have, shall be given.” 
The gifts and grace of God, rightly 
used, would ensure the acquisition 
of more. 

Many other causes might be as- 
sgned for this apparent dereliction 
of Christian principle, but there is 
one which seems to me to embrace 
them all; andthis is, that l7fe 2s ¢oo 
Srch/y prized: too mach importance 
ts attached to it even by religious 
characters. We neglect the upos- 
tele precepts, of wee ping as though 
we wept not; rejoicing as though 
te rejoiced not; buying as though 
We look too far 
forward in our caleulations about it, 
Its forms and 
meeh of our 
a prlermnace, 
rest. Weeat, drink, andare merry ; 
mot sufficiently considering that time 
ss short, and that the leading object 
of onr present existence should be 
an habitual preparation for the life 
t9 come. 

If at be here objected, that so nar- 
sow and contracted a view of the 
purposes of our present existence 
weolki be injurious to our interesis 
as social and rational beings ; I re- 
piv, that this is an extreme to which 
my remarks do not necessarily lead. 
We mav hive zz the world, and yet 
hve abore it. We may enter into 
abi the connections of lite, and vet 
sit loose to them. We may culti- 
vate ai! our mative powers, and yet 
take them subordinate to the wis- 
dem which ts from above. We 
cannot, indeed, do this without the 
special grace of God; but this grace 
Wir) be o iven to those who e arnestly 
and unremitt: nely seek for it in the 
appe: nted way. 

There js in homan natu 
Peliisity to 


— 


we possessed not. 


comiorts Cnaross too 
attention. 


rea pro- 


run into extremes: Ww 


order to avoid one evil, we often 

@pproac ch too near another. ‘Thus, 
yt Live present day, it appears Lo ine 
that dunger is ineurred trom prow- 
ing too like the irreligions world in 
Hraipits and fianhhenrs. ‘To ECS8Cape the 
osium of an unsocial or narrow spi- 


oY. many most valueble und excel- 
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lent characters lay aside some dis- 
tinctions which their Christianity, 
but for this, would lead them to 
assume : they yield in some points, 
with the view of conciliating regard 
to others. But, though Thy motive 
on which they act is amiable and 
praiseworthy, yet its eflects require 
to be very narrowly watched. If it 
certain bound, while the 
good will be doubtful, the evil will 
be sure. A near approximation to 
the world, in mere outward habits 
and manuers, is apt to produce an 
intercourse and familiarity unta- 
vourable to the steady exercise of 
pure and undetiled religion. The 
renewal spoken of in Scripture, 18 
in the very ‘ spiréé”’ ot our minds. 
Now, it appears to me, that this 
spirit is of so pure and subtile a na- 
ture, that it is dithcult to be presery- 
ed i an atmosphere uncongenial 
to its own. ‘Phe renewal may in 
part remain, but the spirit by 
which its energies are maintained In 
vigorous exercise, will be very 
likely to evaporate i a too frequent, 
or a too near, approach to those 
who are not under the influence of 
the same principle. While the ten- 
dency of the human heart to evil 15 
so strong; while our attractions still 
downward ; it is not often safe to 
trust ourselves im situations where 
these natural tendencies may be in- 
creased. it 1s easier, aswe all know, 
in our present state, to fall than to 
rise. While, therefore, we may in- 
dulye the pleasing, but too often fal- 
soa ee hope of being able by our 
encouragement or example to lead 
others im the upward path, we should 
never lose sight of the danger to 
which we are exposed of their “draw. 
with themselves into the 
dovircard one. We must live in 
the world, and among the people of 
the world; and we are commanded 
to have a conscience void of offence 
towards God and towards man: but 
to live ca the world, and to be of the 
world, are two distinct things :. and, 
though in the higher ranks of so- 
erty especially, and in the present 
state of the visible church, some 
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sacrifices must be made to custom 
and opinion; yet whatever tends to 
a near assimilation, though it be 
but in outward things, will in time 
bring down the standard of untver- 
sal practice. Here, then, as in all 
other casesand circumstances, where 
Christianity and Christians are con- 
cerned, our Lord’s admonition can- 
not be too emphatically applied : 
Watch any pray, lest ye enter 
erie 
into temptation, H. FE. 
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No. VIII. 


Rom. viii. 5,6. They that are after 
the flesh, do mind the things of the 
flesh; but they that are after the 
Spirit, the things of the Spirit: 
For to be carnally minded is death; 
but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace, 


FAMILY SERMONS. 


Tue same truth is somewhat dif- 
ferently expressed in the thirteenth 
verse of the same chapter: “ If ye 
live after the flesh, ye shalldie: but 
if ye through the Spirit do mortify 
the deeds “of the body, ye shall 
live. 

I. What is it, in the first place, to 
be, or live after the flesh? Toliveatter 
the tlesh, is to live according to the 
will of the flesh; that is, to. pursue 

our natural inclinations; to follow 
our pride and vanity, our anger and 
passion, our love of ease and self-in- 
dulgence. It is to obey our pe imag 
It is to give way to our evil temper 
It isto doas we ‘like ; to go where we 
like; to say what on like ; to spend 
our money and our time as we like. 
It is, in stwrt, to live without any 
other law than that which our flesh— 
that is, our corrupt nature — lays 
upon us: it is to make our own 
passions, our own will, our own hu- 
mour, our own worldly interest, our 
law, instead of the law of God. 

We ought not, however, to sup- 
pose, that to live after the flesh ne- 
cessarily means to live riote usly. 
To hate all that is good, and to dis- 
regard decency and propriet) y; to 

yield ourselves up to vice and wick- 
Christ. Onserv. No. 02, 
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edness, or to lie down in sloth; is 


to live after the flesh in the 
sense of the words. But we niay 
also live after the flesh without pro- 
ceeding thus far. ‘The apostle ob- 
serves, that “ they that are after the 
tlesh, do mind the things of the tlesh; 
while they that are after the spirit, 
do mind the things of the Spirit.” 
What, then, are the things of the 
flesh? This expression clearly com- 
prehends all the things which our 
flesh, or our Corrupt nature, 13 prone 
eagerly to desire. I will theretore 
proceed to name some of those 
things of the flesh which we are 
inclined to covet, without sus pecti ng 
that we are thereby violating the 
divine commindn exits. 
Jst, then, The igh of men, 13 
things of the flesh: it 
is a worldiy object; our hearts na- 
turally love it; aud we are dis- 
posed to make it the chief motive of 
our actions. What a fond desire of 
admiration is there im many persons ! 
Some wish to be admired for their 
beauty, some for their dress, some 
for their understanding or their wit ; 
some for the rank which they have 
in life; some even for thetr mora- 
lity or their religion. [iow do 
many hearts swell with rity ! 
Most of their conversation Is respec 
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ing theinselves. iflev speaa of tre 
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one of tue 
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of the wonders which they Rav 
done, and love to magnify the drih- 
maltese af dain A a. ore 
Cuity Of Going them huey are 
ever contriving how te procure fresh 
praise ; andthevy are mortitied when 
they do not obtain it. Sinners as 
they are inthe sight of ising their 
creat object is Re among 
nen, 

Examine vourselves, whether this 
spirit be in you. In what does ye 


common couversat 100 ch 


ope of gaining credit thro agh the 
means ef what you do? Remember, 
that so fur as you are seeking tha t 
honour which cometh trom men, you 
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are living after the flesh. 
of credit is a part of the corruption 


This love 


of your nature. It must be denied. 
You ought, perhaps, to perform 
many of the same things in which 
you are now employed ; but you 
must learn to do them from another 
motive, if you would enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 

IT may here also notice the ex- 
treme jealousy of some people re- 


specting their fame and credit. If 


you touch their honour, as it 4s 
called; if you tone h, that is to say, 
their pride, it is as if you touched 
theirlife. They cannot disguise the 
mortification of their hearts. 

2dly. To live in order to please 
our natural appetites and passions, 
even though we should not proceed 
to tlagrant vice, is clearly to live 
after the flesh. Are we anriouws that 
our food shall be very palatable, 
and our table ricattentty supplied ? 
Do we make a great point of being 
in this respect ‘comfortable, as we 
may be pleased to call it? Do 
we live in order that we may eat (as 
some have t Xpressed it), 
eating m1 order that we may live? 
Do we tabonr inerely, or chiefly, in 
order that, by the produce of our 
mdustry, we may provide every 
indulgence for the body? = Surely 
this 1s to live after the flesh. To 
live only that we may eat, ts the life 
of a brute, rather than of a man. 
Have we pot a soul to take care of, 
as well asa body’ Have we nota 
God to worship, and a Saviour to 
praise and bless, and a Holy Spirit 
whose help we are bound to seek? 
I co not say that a}l ec: ire of the body 
is sinful; or that to desire comfort- 
able retire aha is wrong; or that 
we Ought to have wo choice what- 
ever as to the food we eat: tar from 
it. But the thing which I biame is, 
the considering these to he the 
greater point, gnd othe sonl the 
sinaller. For which then, let me 


ask. do youfeel more eager; the 
Nourishia of your soul, or the gra- 
oo ion of your Do dy ; It You care 
for tiie | 00Y most, then sult ly you 


said tu be minding the 
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instead of 


vil. 5, 6. [Auc 
things of the flesh; and “ if ye live 
after the flesh, ye * shall die.” Try 
yourselves care fully on all these 
points, for many deceive themselves. 
“ God forbid,” say they, “ that we 
should not y: ‘luc our souls more than 
our bodies. We are not so ail in- 
structed as to do this.’ The soul, 
they admit, is more than the body, 
and ought to be more cared for. 
Bat do you in truth care more tor it? 
Are you more mortiled, for instance, 
at losing a good opportunity of in- 
struction, Which might be useful to 
your soul, than at some disappoint. 
ment with respect to bodily indul- 
cence In laying down your plans 
in lite, which do you most consult, 
the coed of the body or that of the 
soul? Would you, for example, 
choose rather to live in a place where 
the word of God is preached, and 
where opportunities of prayer and 
praise are afforded, and pious friends 
abound, but where, nevertheless, you 
would have but an uncomfortable 
dwelling-place, a smaller imcome, 
and more slender fare ;—or would 
you cheese rather to dwell in a 
state where the inclinations of the 
flesh should be much indulged, but 
where, nevertheless, the Gospel 
should never reach your ears, where 
the Sabbath should be little observ- 
e and the care of the soul disre- 

arded? If you are honest, these 
are the questions by which you will 
try your religion. “ They that are 
alter the fle sh, d O mind the things of 
the flesh ; but they that are after 
the Sprit, the things of the Spirit.” 
Which do you mind most? that 1s 
the question. 

Sdiy. Bodily ease is another sub. 


yeet on which I ought to dwell. 


Some persons toil indeed for a 
while; butit is only in order to ob- 
tain the more ease when the toil 
shall be over: they exert them- 
selves for an hour or two, in order 
that the yY may then indulge for the 
day : or they resolve to spe nd their 
youth in work, for the sake of in- 
dulving themselves in idleness when 
they arrive at a more advanced age. 
Q how inuch better would it be, to 
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jabour now, in order that they may 
please God, and then leave it to his S 
providence to determine what shall 
become of them when they go into 
the vale of life. Vatue not any 
earthly comforts as your chief good: 
God’s favour is better than them all. 
Inother words, “ iaind not the things 
of the flesh.” Your very soul is 
made sensual by acting trom these 
low motives. 

Many deceive themselves in the 
following manner: they — think 
that because they do not desire 
clearly vicious indulgences, and are 
not quite as vain or as luxurious as 
some, they have therefore a right, 
as they call it, to the comforts of 


life; and especially if they have, 


earned them by previous ‘labour. 
My brethren, | ‘do not grudge you 
these comforts of life; I do not 
forbid you in a certain degree to de- 
sire thein: but what | press upon 
you is, that you should valine Gou’s 
favour more than all these things ; 
that you should love God’s wersi.ip 
betier even than your chief worldiy 
Joy 5 that you shouid be more zea- 
lous ior his cause than tor the attain- 
ment of the earihly thing which ts 
mosi dear to you. Let me put to 
you this question: Do you so far 
refuse to indulge your ease, as to 
rise in the morning in sufficient time 
to afford you the opportunity of 
praying to God before you go to 
Your worldiy employment? Take 
heed that in this respect you mind 
not the things of the flesh, rather 
than the things of the Spirit. 

IT. But let us also explain shortly 
what is meant by ‘“ the things of t the 
Spirit.’ Two characters are de- 
scribed in the text; they that are 
after the flesh, and shy that are 
after the Spirit. The one, the apo- 
stle says, shall die ; the other shall 
live: the one ts going to hell; the 
other to heaven. We have deser:b- 
ed the one, let us now Shortly de- 
scribe the other. 

To mind the things of the Spint, 
is to mind those things with which 
the Holy Spirit ot God iS Conver- 
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sant; it 1s to mind spiritual things* 


Now spiritual things are such as 
these. 

Ist. God is a great spiritual object, 
which geght deeply to interest our 
minds. He it is that made us; he 
preserves us; he sees us atall times 
and be will at last either take us to 
himself, or condemn us to everlast- 
ing fire. My Brethren, do you often 
meditate on this great Gods Do you 
think of him on your bed? Do you 
think of him when you rise in the 
morning, aud when you lie down at 
night? Does the thought ot God 
often mix itself with your con- 
cerns?’ Do you ever ask yourself, 
Am { now doing that which God 
would have me todo? am | exer- 
cising that temper which Ged re- 
quires me to exercise ¢ ain | occu- 
pying myself in those thoughts 
which are pleasing in his sight? 
Now [ would wish you to observe, 
that there is a contrariety between 
these thoughts of God, and those 
ovher worldiy thoughts which were 
before spoken of: and hence it 1s 
said, that “the carnal mind” (the 
mind that is tall of worldly things) 
“is eninity against God "—*so then, 
they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God.” How opposite is a 
worldly spirit to true godliness! 
how opposite, to De aiming to shine 
in the eves of men, and to be endea- 
vouriug to walk humbiv with Ged! 
The vain and woridiy man aims to 
obtain praise on,account of lus ta- 
lents and achievements; but the god- 
ly maa gives God the glory: hesays, 
« All that I do is less than my duty ; : 
it is less than thou mightest require 
of me; and even this little is p an 
by thie help of thy good Spirit. Be- 
hold, L fali down betore thy face 
with shame and bumiliation of soul. 
Pardon, O Lord, all mv negligences 
and sins; and accept me, not on ac- 
count of any thing | have done, or 
shall ever hope to do, but on ac- 
count of what thy son Jesus Christ 
hath done and sutlered for me.’’— 
Do veu not now see how the carnal 
mind is at enmity with God; bow 
3 ‘Th2 
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the man whose mind is bent on 
worldly praise, must have his heart 


set against God; and how he whose 
heart ts fully set on God, must be 
Set against sin and vanity ; so that 
these two are quite opposite to each 
other? 

2dly. Jesus Christ is one of those 
great spiritual objects on which our 
thouvhts and atlections must be fixed, 
if we would hope to attain the king- 
dom of God. © Ifany man love not 
the Lord Jesus Christ,” says the 
apostle, “ let hiny be accursed.” 
« Woat think you of Christ?” Is he 
often in your thoughts, and does the 
thought of him mterest you when it 
occurs? Some perhaps will say, 
that they have not leisure to think 
on these religious subjects so much 
as they could wish; that their daily 
work tills up all their time; and 
that, beimg fatigued before night, 
they are foreed to indulge them- 
selves towards evening. But can 
any thoughts, then, be more de- 
lightful, than those which respect 
Soci Christ? Is ita pleasure and a 
refreshment to let your thoughts run 
on about the w orld ; and is it a wea- 
riness to employ yourself in thinking 
on your Saviour? [| fear you are 
carnally minded ; and “ to be car- 
nally minded is death; but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace.” 
To think of spiritual things, is the 
very best refreshment that our weary 
spirits can have: “ it is life and 
peace,” says the apostle. Acquaint 
yourselves then with the character 
of Christ; learn to understand the 
ends for which he came into the 
world, and to know vour obligations 
to him; read the account given of 
fim in the Scriptures; study the 
word of God tor this end; and when 
you have stored your mind with 


some knowle: dee ot Chris sf, then me 

ditate concerning fim: think how 
sitiered on the cross tor your 

ake; how he was opposed, perse- 


cuted, and tnen crucitied ; 


rose trom the dead, a 


how he 
nid became the 
iruits of them that slept; how 
ne ascended 


into heaven: and how 


[ Aus. 
he promised that he will come again, 
in the glory of his Father, with all 
his holy angels. Are not medita- 
tions on these subjects as good as any 
other thoughts in which you can em- 
ploy yourself} ? 

3dly. Heaven, also, and the hap- 
pine ss of that blessed state, is a sub- 
ject on which we should often dwell. 
There they serve God day and 
nightin his temple. That is a place 
into which nothing shall enter that 
defileth. No pride has any en- 
trancethere ; no vanity, no intempe- 
rance, no luxury, no ambition, no 
evil tempers, no wrath or malice, no 
falsehood and guile, no war and dis- 
cord, no hatred one of another. 
There God reigns, and all the host 
around acknowledge him as God. 
There Christ sits at the right hand 
of God. There angels and arch- 
angels, and the spirits of just men 
made perfect, dwell together in 
peace, and harmony, and love. What 
is the objection, then, to these 
thoughts of heaven? QO what a 
world is this! What complaining 
and quarrelling, what hypocrisy 
and deceit, what sullenness and 
pride, what vanity and shew, what 
wickedness and misery, abound in 
it! Why, therefore, should we not 
tome our thoughts to a better world? 

‘To be spiritually minded is life 
ol peace.” If we think of spiritual 
things, we obtain spiritual lite while 
we are thinking of them. We ob- 
tain peace also, in the midst of this 
troubled world: so that a spiritual 
mind is as happy as it is neces- 
sary. 

And now, my brethren, ask your- 
selves solemnly, which of these two 
characters is yours ¢ Are you car- 
nally or spiritually minded? It is 
easy to discern the difference. Is 
all your anxiety about worldly 
things ¢ Is all your conversation 
about them? “ We look not,” says 
the apostle, “at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen; for the things which are 
seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal ?— 
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“ for our conversation is in heaven ; 
from whence also we look tor the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
There are many whom he warns 
every Christian not to follow; and 
“of whom,” says he, “T tell you 
even weeping Wd whibae end is de- 
struction, whose God is their belly, 
whose glory is their shame, who 
mind earthly things. ”» _- In vain 
is it that one may boast of bein less 
vicious than another, if all alike are 
carnal, and are engaged by nothing 
but worldiy thinus. The grand dis- 
tinction of the Bible is, into carnal 
and spiritual, into truly believing 
and unbelieving men. 

Let me conclude by remarking, 
that nothing will so much subdue 
your tempers, bring down your pride, 
restrain your passions, forbid your 
hatred one of another; nothing, at 
the same time, will so much quicken 
you in“your proper work, or fit 
you for being both happy and use- 
ful in this world, as having your 
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minds made spiritual, and exercised 
about the world to come. Every 
one, says the apostle, “that hath 
this hope” (meaning the Christian 
hope) * purifieth himself, evenas God 
is pure.” It will purify your motives, 
and at the same time animate you 
in your work; and it will make 
you also patie me thankful, and con- 
tented. Calmness, quietness, and 
moderation as to the alfairs of this 
lite; subdued tempers, affectionate 
and gentle words, uprightness also 
in every duty, and a cheerful re- 
Signation to the will of God; are 
some of the etfects of a truly spiri- 
tual mind. 

~ Now, therefore, “ may the God of 
patience and consolation make you 
like minded one towards anotlier; 
and fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing.” “ May he establish, 
strengthen, settle you, and make 
you perfect to do his will:” to whom 
be glory, and honour, and power, 
fur ever and ever. Amen. 
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DIALOGUE BETWEEN A CLERGYMAN 
AND A COUNTRY GENTLEMAN, HIS 
PARISHIONER. 


(Continued from p. 365. ) 


Clergyman. Well, Sir, have you 
thought any more of our conversa- 
tion the other day? 

Gentleman. Thought of it! Yes, 
and talked of ittoo. I have thought 
of nothing else. ; 

C. You seemed a little offended 
when we were parting. 

G. Otfended! O no; not in the 
least. 1 might perhaps be piqued 
jor the moment, for you appeared 
to have the advantage of me; but I 
ie all cood humour again to-day. 

) W ell, and what s say you now? 
4 Say! Why, I say that I am 
agaist you; against you and every 


one of your party ; ‘and for coud 
reasons too. 





I] trust, then, that I shall be 
permitted to know those reasons. 
G. They are more than I can 
pretend to mention. I have heard 
a great deal about you since we last 
met; and to tell you the truth, I am 
bec mane very skilful in some of these 
matters, though my knowledge, it 
must be owned, has been rather 
quickly acquired; but half an hour’s 
learning, as they tell me, is sufh- 
cient to qualify me to contend with 
a person of your cast. I am told 
that you never talk with those who 
are on the other side, and that you 
are a very illiterate, superticial set 
oft people. 


C. Sir, | am most ready to talk 
with you now. 
G. If you talk with me, vou 


will find me to be very plain, and 
it will be your own ta: tit I offend 
you, 


Assure yourself I shall not be 
wr ath 

Well, then, Sir; do you know 
Kar they call you a Calvinist / 

A Calvinist! They may eall 
me what they please. J certainly 


do not embrace all the opiions ot 


Calvin. 

G. But, Sir, you are a Calvtiist, 
for every one says vou are, and 
what every one says niust be true: 
and a Calvinist ts one who believes 
the most horrid things, aye, and 
acts conformably. 

What are those things? 

G. I cannot pretend to say ex- 
actly, but | know them to be very 
bad, and very contrary to what our 
Church requires ; and therefore, by 
being a Calvinist, you are a heretic 
and schismatic. ‘This, | mean, is 
what they tell me. I understand 
that you would have your coat 
stript off your back, if every one 
had his due. 

C. The Chureh of England, I 
assure you, Sir, is to the full as 
C: lvinistic in her doctrines as | am. 
My doubt is whether she may not 
be still more so. 

The Church of England Cal- 
vinistic! What, Sir, do you insult 
your own ethecaduuls? No, Sir! 
she is no friend, like you, to faith 
without works: she does not teil 
people that they may live as they 
dike, for that all was settled ane 
predestined ten thousand years ag 
and once in grace always in Np : 
and so on. No, Sir! No 4 these are 
the fictions of your party, or, rather, 
they are the tenets of those fanatics 
who once overturned church and 
state. You te}} peopie that if they 
will say as vou say, then, whatever 
their faith shall 
That is your 
doctrine. i know this to be tie 
am sure of it. Now, Sir, 
[heg icave to tell you that this : 
not my doctrine. ] Atti tot works. 


rood life, ! 


iInayv me their life, 


Carry them to heaven. 


as | observed 
| do aviaill in- 


, ee “ +) : / tay + | y 
s§ upon it, IS the oniy til to 
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good thing, and without it faith is 
vain; it is a mere name. 
it be without works, is dead, being 
alone. An apostle, however, has 
said, that ‘ by grace we are saved, 
through faith, and that not of our- 
selves; not of works, lest any man 
should boast,”’ ‘ 

(r, Ah, Doctor! | perceive the 
cloven foot under all these sancti- 
monious sayings. What, Is suppose 
scriptural quotation. 
But, Sir, you pervert Seripture ; you 
are noted for doing it: and - am 
sure, by this very li anguage of yours, 
that you are a Calvinist. Now tell 
me, aye or no, do you believe in 
predestination ? 

Do you mean to ask, whether 
I believe in that predestination to 
life which “ is the everlasting pur- 
pose of God, whereby (before the 
foundations of the world were laid) 
he hath constantly decreed by his 
counsel, secret to us, to deliver from 
curse and damnation these whom he 
hath chosen in Christ out of man- 
kind, and to bring them by Christ 
to everlasting salvation ?”” 

G. Shocking! detestable! Yes, 
Sir, that is what | ask, whether you 
believe; aye orno. You have de- 
scribed those horrible tenets most 
exactly. Speak out, Sir; 1 insist 
upon it that you speak out. Aye, 
aye, It is as plain as can be that 
you are a Caivinist, er you could 
not run on at this rate, with your 
strange heatbenish phraseology. 
You wave ut all, Tsee, at your tin- 
aid ends. 

My dear Sir, the expressions 
whieh I have used are a part of the 
article of our own Church on this 
subject. 

(,, Article of our own Church! 
You do not mean an article required 
by her to be believed: you mean 
an arlicie to be rejected, 

It is part of an article to be 
boheved. 

A pare ot au article ! And 
dees not the further part proceed to 
eontradiet ite 

C. To quality it, but certainly 


not te comtradict UW. 


a . 
tis 8 some 


Fah, if 
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G. My good Sir, 


~ 


are you in 
ecarnysit 

C. My friend, Ps subject is not 
one of whiich the discussion will,’ at 
present, be very tbfival le to us; 
If is, fell ot difficulty. Let 
me, however, saggest to you a little 
caution mi charging men with being 
faise co the Church, and heretical in 
their faith, because they profess, In 
some sense, to believe in predestina- 
~— 

. To tell you the truth, I never 

i your articles in my fife, and I 
can fy: ardly believe you; but I most 
readily consent to change the sub- 
ject. 

C. What else have you 
— mv religion? 

To charge ! 


: ! 
indeed, 


to charge 


Vhy, every thing 
o- . Ou say » ad I told H yO l befi re, 
that a man is saved by faith, and not 
by works ; don’t you? 

Cc. I say, that “ we are accounted 
righteous befoile God only for the 
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, by faith, and not for our 
own works and deservings.” 

G. Aye, “ by faith, and not for 
our own works.” That is exactly 
the heresy which you are charged 
with. 

C. Why, Sir, Dhave again quoted 
one of the articles of the Church. 

G. Articles of the Church again ! 
What, does our Church say that we 
are to be saved by our faith? 

It says that we are justilie 
faith only. 

G. By faith only! Faith and 
works, youmean. 1 have been told 
that faith and works to; gether wre the 
condition of our justification. I 
think that was the expression. I do 
not understand much of these points 
myself; but I happen to have 
been talking with those who de, 
and I am sure that works must have 
some share in the matter. 

Our article says that they 
have no share in our jusuitication, 

G. Weil, Lam quite perplexed; 
I have conversed for almost an bour 
tovether with a clerical friend on 
this very point, and he is very 


ae 


D ¥ 
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faith, tha 


ntleman. ae 

‘ ' . ~ 
learned indeed upon it. Mvy head 
almost went round towards the end 


of the discussion, but | 
sure his words were, tifat far 
works together are the 
tification. Does the 
Ne cs faith o nly: , 

It says that we are justified by 
has only. 

Does it 
the condition ¢ 


our yu 


say that faith only 1s 
C. It says nothing of 


conditions, 
Ohne Wav or the other. 


[ am more and more per- 
plexed, I am determined that some 


day or other I will go myself and 
jook at the articles. 

C. It would be 
yourself some day 
Scriptures. 

G. Well, to be sure that would 
be the best mode of settling the 
difficuity. [ am half determined 
never to believe any one of yoa 
parsons. There is a strange dif- 
ference among you. 

C. The ditficulty in itself is not 
great. [ have already remarked 
to you that man ts col Tupt and that 
he stands in need of a moral chan 
It he is corrupt, he is 
Deg guilty, he 
sd Pardon, It is therefore on thie 

fuotiig ¢ of a criminal 
giveness, that he must app 
Creator. 


CULV > aliG 
-. } 
a 


AisO st Luis i 
SSS lor {OT- 


roacn [is 


(;. But must he not deserve th 
forziveness ? 

’ 1 : : . on . . 

C. it is not forgiveness, if he ¢ 


serves it. 

G. But what do you mean by 

ay ng. that it is by grace, throug’ 
t he must be saved; fori 
think dik Was your expression ? 

C. It was an expression which I 
borrowed from Scripture. 1 mean 
by it, as doubtless the Scripture 
also means, that we must 
faith in God, as a God of 
and faith in Christ, as the Mediator 
through whom we obtain thatr 
Faith refers to God, 


CACTCise 
MeKey 


nerey. 
as the God of 


grace, the whole praise of our sal- 
and thus implies a renun- 
claim of werks, to 


Vauion 5 


Ciation of that 
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which, while we are ignorant of our 
corruption and guilt, we so naturally 
bi 
I think I begin to perceive 
Pos you mean by your talk about 
faith ee wrace. It appeared a 
strange jargon at first. 
C. | mean, Sir, that you must 


throw yourself on the mercy of 


God, through Christ, for the pardon 
of the multitude of your past of- 
fences, as well as implore his help 
to change the course and manner of 
your life. You have to implore 
pardon tor what Is past, as well as 
grace to help you in time to come. 

G. Your language seems now, 
though not very civil, to be ortho- 
dox enough. But w hy did you not 
Express | yourself thus at first? 

C. The theological controversy, 
Sir, began to-day on your side: you 
have betrayed in it but too much 
ignorance of that Gospel, into the 
profession of which you wished me 
to baptize your child; and I fear 
that even now you do not bring Into 
this subject a sufficiently serious or 
huisble mind: for a sound theology 
is one thing, and a practical ac- 
quaintance with the characteristic 
doctrines of the Gospel is another. 

G. How comes it that there is so 
much prejudice against you, Doctor? 
You seem to be a reasonable man 
when one has spent half an hour in 
talking with you. ‘They neverthe- 
less tell me you are a great enthu- 
SiaSt. 

C. We ought not to concern our- 
selves too much about what people 
say of us. There are enthusiasts in 
the world: and they who do not like 
our strictness, naturally contound 
us with the enthusiasts, with whom, 
indeed, we hold some principles in 
common. 

G Yat why do yon hold prin- 
Cipies ti COMMON Wit h the enthn- 
B1AStS ? 

Because some of their princi- 
ies are right. They may be right 
in potn’s in which the world, and 
even churchmen, may be wrong. 

G. lt is a great pity that you 


= 


[ Aus. 


should confound yourself with en- 
thustasts, 

This cannot be helped. You 
yourself, the other day, confounded 
me with the most extravagant of 
them. It was the natural etfect of 
your ignorance of Christian doc- 
trine, 

G. But, Sir, they tell me also 
a: you are righteous overmuch. 

C. That I am too strict? 

G. Aye, Il suppose that to be what 
is meant. 

C. You charged me and my party, 
as you called us, only a few minutes 
ago, with letting men live as they 
liked—in other words, with being 
too lax—and now it seems we are 
too strict. 

G, Nay, I only repeat what I 
have heard. But are not all of you 
very grave and melancholy : > I think 
I see a turn to sadness in your very 
tenets. 

C. You should acquaint yourself 
more fully with them, and should 
also learn something of the nature 
of religious joy. There really is 
a cheerfulness in religion, which, 
thouzh not discovered at first, is, I 
had almost said, characteristic of it. 
1 question whether thankfulness is 
not the predominating spirit ef a 
Christian, 

G. 1 have heard of some very re- 
ligious people being very melan- 
choly. 

C. Say rather some who are 
thought very religious people. 

G. Why, are they not reltgious tt 
they are sad? 

C. They are not so religious as if 
they were not sad. 

Well, but’ they are in high 
credit for religion. 

C. Perhaps in too high credit. 

G. And, then, all you religious 
people are so censorious, 

C. In the name of no small num- 
her of religious persons whom I 


know, Ideny the charge. ‘There ts 


adistiction on this subjcet to which 
J wish that you would attend. We 
say that certain things are. sins 
which you do not consider as such; 
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that our very prejudices are sins, 
and especially our prejudices acainst 
cither the Gospel in general, or the 
ceveral doctrines of it, since they 
list arise from some Corruption tit 
the heart; tit pride, Vanity, Stile 
fishness, and even mcousideralion, 
are sins; that it ts not merely a sin 
to do evil, but that it also ts a sin 
not to do goud. 
of God ; 
before us, a 


We co by tie law 
place Litis straigznt j ile 
deems every deviation 

You, oi the otuer 


hand, judge of right and wrong 


to be criminal. 


chiefly by the prevaning practice. 
What all men do, or seein to you tu 
do, is, in your account, excusable, 


if not proper ind rignt. Now, the 


’ 


censoriousiess OF Woiich Vou Cot- 
pp! un, arises Out of our view of the 
nature of moral vood and evil. It 
consists, mol im our Cuarging me 
with doing that which they have 
not done, and which you forvear to 
impute to them, but in our denomi- 
lating those things sintul which ail 
sides admit to be practised. You 
yourself, for EXamMpic, when we 
had our last conversation, admitted 
very treeiy that you idled away 
your time, and did little good with 
your money; that you were occa- 
sionally profane, and were apt to be 
in a passion; and that both yourseit 
and all your neighbours were habi- 


tually actuated by vanity anid sel- 
Tistiness. ‘* Lo be sure, said vou 


““ every man is a littie vain, ani 
every man is for himself.’ ¥ 


sisted Liial there Were no such 
— _aao | } 2 — } seact ate 
persons as 2 uescribed, and wistitied 


your practice by a comparison wit 
that of others. If di recollect right. 
Iwas less general than vou in my 


~ 
. 


-UAPRe OF Varity and seifisiipess, 


s 
, 


G. Weil, Sir. and I do sul! insist 
that all men are vaia and seltish: 
Ley are so elther wore or less: 
religious people, as well as the rest, 


though they may have the art of 
hiding these faults, if f 


ts, rauULts they 


are, a little better than we. 
’ T . ea ae : y 
¢ . 1” Li not A turtier pri wi i 
your Censoriousness, that you assume 


religious people to be actuated, ne 
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less than others, by vauity aud sel- 
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or to be of more and more Conse 
quence omit. Doetor, | presume 
that you will be very anery with 
me for jo aka ihe trath HO) freely; 
but } told You, when | bewun, that [ 
should lew out to you my wliole 
med, ab J went at all into the 
subjects, 

f’ Sir, you have secured me 
agaist being angry, by thus freely 
expressing your expectation that I 
should be so: and, madeed, if you 
had not thus put me on my ovard, | 
hope that bt should not have been 
offended with you. "To speak fairly, 
you have just now uttered some 
troth, as well as mantlested much 
prejudice. You have deseribed the 
real fants of some religious people, 
but you have represented these as 
eharacteristic of them all. You 
have reminded me of a sentiment 
which IT have often expressed in 
thase pious circles to which you 
consticr me as belonging, that reli- 


-? 


sion is olten wounded in the house 


ot her trrends, and even of some of 


these friends who have the reputa- 
tron of being the most zealous for 


. 
yar 
batt. 


&. Well, Doctor, Lam glad vou 


admit that there is some truth im 


i 


what | sav. and that even your 


saints have their intirmities as well 
: t , 

as otner peopie. I am told, that, 

thous cur taults are of a different 


. ‘ a ey : : 7 odd 1 ® 
Natire, Ve Fr you sum up their 


~ 
/ 
5 
— 
_ 


; _— cena 1, 
ierk sun up OUTS, tie 
a | hint cm 2 
Paranes Wiii, OF he whGie, be In 


— Sea a = ea ee 
UF F2VOUF. rrav what tuornk Vou; 


* ” . 
are not ancer and malice, and evil 
speaking, as bad as protaneness, and 
crunaenness, and $9 fortn? 

fl as 

€. | scarce v know which are 
——s < ne | ; = nN all penalliv 
ve? | it - ind LEi@ th aii ' imity 
. , - 
condemned in my Bible. I hope 
that ’ ' ; as much on mv 
. = 5 ‘ ~— + 
} 
= P i i 
, r 2 + 
~ >” 
/ . 
¥ > ’ pro 
. Aa +t 
rf * 
r (* - 
or 


Dinlocue hetween “a €/e) rymnan and a Count j (sentleman. [Ace 


carried away by zeal for doctrinat 


- 


; 1 
trath. and beme perhaps ermbarked 


Mm controversy, magne they do God 


Service hy bem a little bitter 
agamst them adversary; for a man 
may be of a night doctrine, and vet 


Besides, it he- 
lones to human neture to prow 


Of a wrong spirit. 


warm i every cause in which tt is 
envaved : and thns the warmth even 
of religious zeal too easily degene- 
rates into passion and violence. 

G. But why nced they be sa 
bitter? ard why abuse One another ? 
They should keep therr abuse for 
Ms, 

C. Thave little to say in defence 
of the spirit of which we are speak- 
ng. 

G. Doctor, you should guard 
your friends on this point. You 
cannot think how we laugh at you 
for the rudeness of your controver- 
sies with each other. 

(. I do; and to tell vou the 
truth, Tam in no very good odour 
with some men of religious charac- 
ter on this account. 

G. You in bad odour with men 
of religious character! ] had lumped 
you all together; I thought you 
were all exactly of one cast. 

C. O, Sir! you know little of the 
interior of our society. There is 
many a wolf in sheep’s clothes; 
there are many tares among the 
wheat. 

G. Doctor, let me give you a 
piece of advice. 1 would separate 
mvself from all those violent and 
angry spirits of whom you speak ; 
ave, and from the enthusiasts too, 
and from the melancholy people ; 
and, inshort, from all the canting and 
whining, sectarian, vulgar, discre- 
ditable people with whom, I under- 
stand, that vou are connected, 


C. Sir, | may possibly be con- 


? 
} 


founded with such persons, but [ 
an not conscious of being connected 
vith then. 

(,. ‘She very circumstance of 
vO byrernyey confounded with them, 
news that you niust be connected, 
more or lesa. Now, if P were you, 
{ wonld turn every man of that sort 
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Out of my hou 6: I would never 
speak to thie Inks | would 4 suse tnem 
ja all companies, and thus shew 
that [ was not a man of their cast; 
for you Cannot Conceive how strong 

preiudice there i8§ agalnust You on 
account of your supposed con- 
neciion with the very men wiuom, 


| pciceive, that you 8o much Cis- 


; . 
like. 
j " nerd 
‘ ] ere 5 mu ij i! Ou | 5 ne 
] i 
WiiO AaAfe a 1 ic infecte i with these 


faults; much more good than in 


Waiy W id W th ym vou would recome 
end it to me to associate: and not 
, ; | oi Y , . ° “Y an 
a few of those whoni oota you ana 


others so violently suspect, are per- 
haj *, on the whoie, lar more €X- 
emplary than myself. 

G. Well, I own that nothing 
would so much hurt my pride as 
be confounded with a mov of low 
enthusiasts. 

This is one of the trials which 
a Christian in these days is called 
upon to bear. He ought not to 
turn his back even on the weakest 
of his Christian brethren. Where, 
indeed, is the piety which is alto- 
gether pure? ‘They who are extra- 

‘ragantly afraid of enthusiasm, com- 
monly fall too much into the wavs 
of the world. You seem very little 
afraid of error on that side; and yer 

there ts our great d: anger. 

G. Doctor, indeed you are too 
much for me; I see that | must 
think a little more on thas subrect. 
Pare you well. | shali teH my 
triends of the defence which you 
have made, and they will be quite 
surprised to tind what a sober man 
you are. 

C. 1 am atraid that, atter alli, 1 
must be content to be accounted an 
enthusiast among athe generality 
persons im your circle. Pare yo 
well. J thank you tor your tre 
don. 


FE 


Loth: Feaitor othe Christian Obserr: 
lL aM a warm and steady fried to 
eeclesiastical establishments Tie! 


® ahs 


consider the present moment as so 





leer in tn|at w ith which 
rovigence fas tavoured us, that I 


nish sa * . Lota to is Cele ce 
Aa, owes a ! + my intent on 
tO OCCUD J aes i} tion “+ ash 
. - OF Jf reacue#&®rs i a enhee 
* haa . 
trivs i ft si. to as 4 rh *) -V yf 
nat I conce ve WwW 5D he part C ‘ar 
G zers of the e suiiment at the 
resent moment; and, Secoad!iv. te 
2 Statement of a single fact, whict 


it My Opinion ts dec sive of t re iene 
duty which we ouch: to parsue 
sider existing circumstances. 
The danzers of the estchlishmeng 
are not, | conce:ve orecisely whet 
tuev used to be. ; 
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500 On the Benefits of an Ecclesiastical Estab 
gulation of the church li their 
eshiunation, the smallest 
leaven would be sure m time to 
leaven the whole lunp, and even a 
anole seed SOW pon Knelish soy] 
would rmevitably spring into a tree 


eram of this 


large enough to wither the whole 
land by the shade of its branches 
The Church of Lng! and, under 
the nitld and judicious administra- 
tion of Cranmer, had rejected no- 
thitiige of Roman Catholte ordination 
which could s safely be retamed., it 
was not presumptuous enough to 
preter, at least without a careful 
scrutiny, its own inventions to in- 
stitutions which had existed for 
Qees, and some of which at least 
had the sunction ot the highest ane 
ciquity in their lavour, Driven trom 
the enmb * her aged parent by 
necessity, she yen wed no disposition 
to irritate where she could not ap- 
prove. She icorporated such small 
parts of the forims, the music, and 


the imstitutions of the Church of 


Rome as were not tu themselves un- 
scriptural, with those which = she 
herself had appointed, as better 
suited to the genius of Christianity. 
At moderation such as this. the 
heated spirits of the bonconformists 
spurned. Popery, according to them, 
had poisoned every thing she had 
touched; and the simplest of her 
forms was calculated to carry all 
the vices of her system into the 
heart of the sanctuary. In this dis- 
position of mind, the sien of the 
cross in baptism, the surplice, the 
absolution, were all accursed things 

and the peace of the nation, and 
tne blood of their sovereicn, Were 
nought cheap venemees to vet rid 
ot them. it 1S alimnost incread ible 1 in 
what awtul language the dissident 

of djiferent ages denounce these im- 
Tiacegria forms, Littie SUS Pegging that 
iV jtss OF lorm: Llity 1 
rej;;gion wuich condemns every 
use of particular forms, than in that 


woicn conceives these forms to be 


essary or etlectual for our salva- 
t } Jr is evident there could be 
no saiety for the establishment, 
si:a> Cis Spirit Was abroad ; aud, 


lishment. [Aue 
indeed, the crimes and disorders of 
the commonwealth leave no room 


tor spec ulation a3 lO its possible 
COME Queene +S, 


‘J hiis state of things, however, 
was founded upon absurdities too 
palpable to outlast the immediate 
circumstances which gave it birth. 
As the consequences of papal ty- 
ranuy and profligacy became less 
visible, men ceased by degrees to 
associate any thing terrific with the 
sign of the cross, or the surplice : 
and at the present moment there 
are many dissidents who can view 
them with tolerable composure ; 
and who can admit a man to bea 
preacher of the Gospel, though his 
hand in baptism continually imM- 
presses the one, and his shoulders 
be shrowded in the other. 

Popery, then, being disarmed of 
her power, and nonconformity of 
much of her fastidiousness and con- 
tumacy, what are the actual dangers 
of the establishment ? 

It is beside the purpose I have 
in view, to examine, among the 
sources of danger to the establish- 
ment, the negligence and worldli- 
ness of many of her clergy: this 
church, alas! and ev ery other, have 
always found the worst enemies to 
be intra mania. Neither is it my 
design to dwell upon the numbers, 
strength, and zeal of the methodists, 
whose inroads upon the establish- 
ment appear to me more formidable 
by far than those of the old dissenters. 
The observations | have to make 
apply to a class of men less fortifed, 
[should hope, in their hostility te 
the church establishment than either 
the present race of methodists, or 
the ancient puritans. 

I: appears to me that there 1s, 
aniony the different sets of protess- 
ig Christians ; among those of the 
methocists who most closely adhere 
to the discipline of Mr. W amy i 3 
among the old orthodox dissentes 
and, what is worse, among saaney 
Pious madividuals heloneing oo the 
establishinent, a larcre ( ms Of ms iP 
who, without feelme or avowing 
any hostility. to the established 














a ede 
t 


eli 








3 IS rifn 
3 ge eee 


Fie i RDO 8 















































=) 


aa 

















PX tad 


SP Bie Le ON 


1309.) On the Benefits of an ke: 


church, consider its existence as 
wholly a matter of inditlerence. 
Their prince 


iple is to protect ( tiv iS- 
tianity, wot th 


¢ establishment which 
professes ts £0 uphold the jnward 


church, but to leave the outward ‘0 
its fate. "They contend that Chiis- 


tianity can thrive under auy torm 
of administration; that the evits 
} | fC, - inh Voie at t huret 
ella IC ie il 5 of all aliance Oi c } i ij 
aud state are nearly balanced; that 
by a {iim union of men of pic y of 
4 
i 


murist, 


all distinctions, relivion will 4 


} a | ¢. } ’ cor = - 
(nough the establishmen be ul 


ruins. Now it is this spirit oi ine 


difference to establisuments aniongst 
men not their avowed enemies: it 


is the elevation ef an imward church 
at the expence Of the outward ; Mois 


tne notion that resgion cun be 
equally well administered by any 


form, by no foriu, or bv every va- 


yous forms; it is this spirit trom 
wiich 1 conceive that most ts to be 
apprehended, Open hostiuy be- 


Comes often less turmidal ie isifougny 


lis excesses. Lhe opposition of Da 
; 
men tOses much ef its ethciency Dy 
}iS ¢ ausing tise ood Wore Cis. i La 
incorporate. Batthe ciass of whom 
‘ 


lam speaking are hurricd ito ve 
i 


excesses, and 


culated to adern any instlution of 
} , " 

Woicil they Pproress Lhe seives wWelii- 

, . 

Ders. ** Luoniane tails sit 2 1 

NO joy reo ed , qr ‘ " arype2ait ati 

/ id A « iS mri Sst iidd . l 


Wish, and 


i praver, concerning suc 
mndividuals, 

i would entreat the attention 
SUCH ImCti, uirst, to the few folowii 
Observations, and tien to ti 


+ ti 


MMporiant fact with which they 


accompanied. 

I j Sat , 

in the tirs! piace, let it be Qo- 
St rved, that ita LIE OMI pastaiwce {| oe- 
siues the Gisprited wiscance Of 4 ‘- 


. a@ \ ’ ; . ‘ 

UGLY) Wiete God Wtlertlered tol 
tae = ' ; 
the admunustravion af his reugin;: 
amMone the Jews; ae buriibead it OY 


au estaviishinent. LiL TRIS Instance 
tecre Was also an tultorate ailianer 


between church aud si 


ic. 
Secondly, there are many ijn- 
stances of Christianity strugghag 
through a series of trlais and atlic- 
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red ithe condition of a chusets has a complete establish- 
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nec bv the im- of this system of imperfect esta- 
ner &™ iyo blishusents are not yet felt in Ame- 
ovine Indeed, so rica. ‘Time has not been given tor 
f 2 trem being without the evil COTBECOUETHE ou such an ar- 
ment hat omy pelt the ranvement to come to 
i country con be Pout as tar as the ariguinient reaches, 
A a.congiiion. Ootof mis altoyether m our favour. 
true Unat erght ligion, in many provinces, is ulto- 
CICeo ¢ public gether wm yume; aud im the rest the 
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dilapidations are great. Phrough- 
eut the whole continent a principle 
of decay 13 visible, and every thing 


~e OQ 


indicates the spec ly dow! if il, mG 
onty of the regular fabrics of reli- 
gion in the laiv d, butot the misera- 
ble hovels in which her discipies 
have hitherto found a retuge 

A person disting ‘uished by his 
rank, virtue, and talents, bas trans- 
mitted the following 
country. 


account to Lis 


« In consequence of the want of 


a religious establishment in Ame- 
rica, infidelity datly increases, and 
the very semblance of religion de- 
cays rapidly. The congregations 

are fewest where the population zs 
vreatest, and are not |ikely to in- 
creasc. Many presbyterian mini- 
sters have been dismissed by their 
congregations, without any com- 
plaint either against their life or 
doctrine. There are only three 
presbyterian congregations in Phi- 
ladelphia, all which were erected 


under the Enzlish covernment. Tney 
have been eudeayouring, for these 


thirty years past, to erect a pours 
congregation, but have not yet been 
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tnis country. No iaw can oblice 
thpe just riott to way Licir SUD- 
fPig2 a>, > they > it lithe s a5 K% 
time, and when that is expired, they 
nlead the rate ©; nitations \ 
; 

eoudatry rritt , th ve £ To 
raily Speaking ononucged to works 

j 


at the plough and wagzon, like an- 
other larmer ; for servants do | LLié 
work in this country; and most ot 
them can only spare two hours, on 
Saturday's abternos mn, to prejare 
their sermons, and to instruct their 
students Wn divinity.” 


' )_ 2 —— — 
Simiiar testimoonov Miivuit we exXx- 
: ‘ ° > ~* 
tracted from other sources. It may 
: . i - - ha 
be added, that there are now int 
tne country setters from Various 
7. ‘ a 
ee . . ter e+ > ‘Cc 
persons nb America, SaltiMgFy tre Ce- 
—_ , i} co > a > = > 
nerai in@itference to the imterests ot 
relizion to be such, that, uniess the 
cs ; or ; tur 
~tst i Scicats " yerTarity ‘5a | ¥VitiuarsS 


. “ . , > a -, 4t- i 
On tiis side of the Atlas ic 6arrore 


the necessary rescue, the race of 
orthodox ministers is likely seen te 
be extinet. Here, then, 1s t re- 
sult of an exoermment mace under 
the most favourable circumstances. 
such iS the state Cc 7 Amertic that 


she now petitions to re-light her exe 
successful. As there is po pro- tinguished fires at the : 
fessor of divinity in many of the church she once ¢ iv de- 
seminaries of this country, students  sertec 

put themselves under the care of any Every argument woud, | 
minister that they choose. Every be likely to weaken the 3s 
minister in the country is also a whieh tais striking sca 
farmer, and has more dependence to make; and [ sha : 
on his farm, than on his stipend, expressiaz ms : 2s 
tor subsistence. For although con- the neutrals re c¢ st be 
gregations in the country subscribe the ct > : ‘ 
at an average four about ninety discover the wisdos Y 
pounds sterling a year for thetr Ope ' " - 
minister, yet subseribing and pay- selves un. auners t. 
ig are two very different things in) me 
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THe anxiety evinced by the author 
of the 


volume betere us to connect 





PUBLICATIONS. 


the doctrine of election Wa do. ness 
4 t i te. lead is us to por iw eul. as 'h 
other of us dist ins uish that eatarres, 
its tughly preetteal tendency. This 


tle, and exXeni- 
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| litiewd in evens )) wt of the volume, 
WV daaatc ve lhe Live prere The sl jead a 
the sermon, mois mvariably direeted 
eithey lio foren, COvtipth, OF |) rlect, 


eale pracks | C'livistian, ott hye 


weiyy bye Lhigs meliiy hormished inlo 
mae Ha) vl WOKS Wath the UNCUpP- 


tion sadeed of Gue discourse on the 
nil Necessity ob Christian 
blumeliiv” and of another om the 
eorinyg alw iV, 
and the Penger of Pee Win tion,” 
parteouyay mond or evil Pehibpeet , VIl- 
Lues, or vices, ave Hol p> Hesscdly ania 
eparately discussed. But the ne- 
cessity, obligations, and general na- 
ture of ‘hristian homness : the jead- 


, 


plLiye GISpo rLiayys ana conduet of hae 


true believer 5 together with many of 
the particular graces and virtues 
VV Laie il adorn is Character, are either 
more or less copiously stated and 
delineated in all these sermons. ‘Thus 
ui a discourse on © the Benefits de- 
rived to Believers from the Resur- 
rection of Christ,” from Coloss. iit. 
i—s, the author urges the duty of 


TT 


setting the affections on thingsabove, 


eee ey . . ‘ s0@ by | 
and mortiiying corrupt and earthly 
~ - oo 

ie issivils, 

1 ; ler 3% he ea > 66 ke nee of any 
t us siCic, iit Sa\ >» Hiadhs Ust O10 ha 

- — so) ey “\ ,r ‘Y 1, 1} — - one 
ui S esis IV try men Oy ell ii Ults, 


whether they have taith in him. Certain it 


, that all those whose attec- 


set upon the earth are not Chris- 
s iow meny such there are in this 
“ai ration, Wwice \ . \\ hat! be Chris- 
os, that is, be ‘risen with Christ’ trom 
O} siti » the itie of rivhteouspess, 
be employed in thought, word, and 
‘ from ring ull night, in nothing but 
«! The stale, LV pOocuili il 
. Gi - bus ‘ this Lif ad, by 
.¢, © we must be industrious and take 
t es, Wil i t tvail Spirit ot 
( t 1 5 Vy tne ¢ f hat it is tiie 
rt chix LY, uot of ileir 
i ( " try tie 
‘ f f im 1 f 
70 ‘ j rere are your 
. a xt ( ‘ ‘ tery Lfie 
* y C t s } eee) ct erie 
4 ' . NM ii aif cl 
¥ + iy ¢ yf ¢ p ‘ it 
2 ’ Lore (j \ue 
* ‘ ° e t+ fy tj 
see tu boveis OF God, ay SOU ae to have 


[Aue. 
them rich and affluent? Is the voice of praye r 


heard in yvour famites 2? When do you con- 


cy tid i acguoribane ‘ about heaven- 
14 t| pices’ bhatt | “iit haa! mur to prove 
whatis sc] plen p , Conse ee, to 
every tiidividual coneerued Are not thew 
| my jttil i hi t) j 1 the sul ? 
A Vye not all alive for this eart] Will 
CONSOLE tle tlhe to | Christians, 
threoercly othe rac attend Cristian o 

nuances, or even have just Christian notions ! 
Liteud they HOt, ats yon as they leave this 
place, to shake off any convictions of guilt 


that may have fastened on them here? Mary 
Line eyponiat ol Gao prevent thetr ftoGiish de- 
signs, aud grant that some souls that are here 
nity he cate lit it the Gospel het. They 
will then see they need something more than 
moral lectures OW Le nerosity and “vuri € to 
make them Christians: that they are dead 
in sius, and necd to rise with Christ to a 
new state, that their alfections may be 
changed also. lay thi point Hye inixed on 
them souls, as the one neces ary obrect ot 
their pursuit, to become one with Christ by 
living faith! And may those who know they 
elieve in Christ, as above described, prove 
the reality of their union with him by theis 


.* 
heavenly-inindedness,”  p, 564, G65, 


Again: 


“ Since, ther, ye Jook for such unspeak- 
able mercies, and since the happiness you 
seck has holiness in its very nature, and is in 
reserve for you in heaven, not on earth, it 
follows, ‘ mortify therefore your anembers 
which are on the earth.’ In Christ you have 
already a sure victory over sin, and the 
members of the old man; shew, then, the 
power of this v] 
[ 


tba 


ictory, in your constant prac- 
tice, by daily overcoming, end gaining 
ground more and more over your natural 
lusts, even to their utter destruction. You 
are saved ‘by yrace through faith,” and be- 
cause you are saved, therejore be holy in 
your lives. Salvation by iatth, and the re- 
nowal of the iman in inward practical holi- 
ness, have both, you see, a necessary place 
in the Gospel scheme. No man can 


see God without both.” p. O80. 


ever 


“ ‘The whole that [ mean on this all-im- 
portant ail tir, Is thus EN pr sed by the au 
thor of the boyy tlhe to the Hphesivens, * Mor 


‘ve saved, through faith : and that 


not of yourselves, it is the oft of God: not 
of works, lest any iawn should boast. For 
weoare his workmanship, created ino Clirist 


Jesus unto vood works, which God hath be 


Ye then that are © visen with Christ! prac: 


be apovtle exhorts youto, De 


ore ordamed that we should watk in then,’ 
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Similar views and sentiments oc- 
cur in the titerest po sermon iroui 
2 Cor. iv. 1G—Js, which closes the 
volume, preached on occasion of i 
death of the Rev. Dr. Ciarke, 3 
Milner’s predecessor, whom be sur- it = Li, OL Oy 
vived only a few months, aud which *- 
contains, as the editur observes, lis 
dying testimouy to the Necessity ul . ray a — ooo 
being heavently-minded as a pe ; 7 | 
ration for tuture h 4 Jpllless. ey 


thor. ‘Can we sav with 1 t sal mist, . 


Is NOMe UpOR Carnu that i esiTé | I - , ame - 


tison of thee?’ This single mark of hea Des, ' > mercy 
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Christian. 3 MM. E ; 
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Seives, { ¢ S rexpect ; ’ r ’ 7 
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fectly UlsLUTeG are Their nNouogogs ez iaste sic Was, Oe . . 

>. 

- - ‘ - Eo 2. 9 —— \ 
the king Vili OL UCAaAVel. lr is PVESMBO Le RSS A SA : -* 
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be happy lf i ‘ lid Ge AGN c A dak c \. 

i ‘ «+ . 
shall go away into everlasting punis : 
Ty. be 
Lhey arte Scr i\ ‘ YA ‘= et " > ~ 
would escape the wrath to come, vou mivst a 
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ifm y WLeVEe Tiat Vi ha « A . 4 Ns ° . 
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liberal and beneficent plan for the relief of 
misery, and to check the torrent of vice and 
impiety ; in which last endeavour he was 
content to suffer reproach, and to bear the 
culumnies of the wicked and profane, This, 


however, is a species of persecution which, 
in every age, all faithtul followers of Clirist 
must expect. But aimidst all these his good 
works, he viewed himself as an unprofitable 
servant, and in one of the last conversations 
I had with him, I well remember what a deep 
and strong sense he expressed of the pre- 
ciousness of Christ and his salvation. His 
confidential friends know how much he felt 
the sinfulness of nature, how thankful he 
was for the grace of the Gospel, and how 
perfectly convinced of the emptiness of that 
nominal religion with which it has been but 
too fashionable for men to content them- 
selves, 

* But affliction was his lot, and his pecu- 
liar affliction consisted in extreme debility of 
body. Serious and conscientious as he cere 
tainly was, decidedly on the side of godli- 
ness, and opposite to that of profaneness, I 
io npt hesitate to say that his light affliction, 
wrought fev him an ‘exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory,’ through the sanctification of 
the Holy Spint which accompanied it. For 
ot him it was eminently true, that though his 
‘ outward man’ was perishing, yet his ¢ in- 
ward man’ was ‘renewed day hy day.’ 
He felt in hisown experience the uncertainty 
hts departure reads a lecture to us all on the 
vanity of this life, with a louder sound ‘than 
Teun give it. 

“ Notwithstanding the extreme debility of 
lus trame, divine strength was made pertect 
in his weakness, and he could with the apos- 
ie glory in his infirmities, that the power of 
Christ might rest upon him. Through afflic- 
tion, by the divine blessing, he remarkably 
grew im grace, attained that strength and 
rrmness of Christian faith and love, which 


he evidently displayed among us. 


Though 
Na ppily 


for himself, he was removed from us 
at atime when we had reason to hope that 
nis remaiming in the flesh might have been 
more profitable than ever. 


are no? as man’- 


yut God's ways 
lt beloves us reverently 
10 ary HESCE fi! th ‘ divine disposals.” p. 498 
_- fh. 

Besides the general exhortations 
*9 holiness which occur in these and 
otner sermons in this volume, and 
the practical treatment of every sub- 
ect, there are 


which are 


several discourses 
in this view peculiarly 
important. Such is the L+th, on 


all worldly things, and the suddenness of 


Prov. xix. 3: 
man perverteth his way, and his 
heart fretteth against the Lord.” In 
this sermon, the author points out 
various instances im which the folly 
of man leads him into difficulties 
and unhappiness for which he has to 
blame himself only, but which he 
ungratefully attributes to his Maker ; 
and he, at the same time, directs to 
the proper remedy of such evils. 
The succeeding sermon, from Ec- 
cles. vii. 13, exhibits a view of our 
situation in the present world, which, 
though far from being pleasing, or 
such as we are naturally disposed to 
form, is founded on Scripture end 
expericnce, and deserves to be se- 
riously considered by those who are 
apt to place an undue value on the 
world, and to expect too much iiap- 
piness in it. Lest any, however, 
more especially the young, should 
be discouraged by the sombre cast 
of this discourse, we would recom- 
mend them to contrast it with the 
22d, on “ the temporal Advantages 
of Godliness;” in which the happie 
ness resulting from a life of true re- 
ligion is displayed in an animated 
and attractive manner. Let those, 
then, who are pursuing happiness, 
attend to the view which is giyen of 
its nature and sources in this dis- 
course, and, indeed, throughout the 
volume before us; tor similar senti- 
ments pervade the whole, and afford 
an encouraging picture of the solid 
peace and joy which are to be de- 
rived from the Gospel. We could 
willingly dwell longer on this im- 
portant subject, and extract co- 
piously from Mr. Milner; but our 
limits forbid us to enlarge upon it. 
Under this head, therefore, of the 
practical tenor of his discourses, we 
shall only further refer to the 21st 
sermon, on Proy. xvii. 16: “ Where- 


fore is there a price in the hand of 


a fool to get wisdom, seeing he hath 
no heart to it?” which we would 
particularly recommend to the 


younger part of our readers. 

The knowledge of human nature, 
and the discrimination of characters, 
which are displayed in this volume, 


‘The foolishness of 
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form another of its excellencies. 
With very little of what ts generally 
called knowledge of the world, Mr. 
Milner appears to have — studied 
deeply from the Scriptures, from 
self-examination, and the observa- 
tion of others, the nature of man; 
and, in Coasequence, to have become 
well acquainted with his moral wants 
and weaknesses. He has bent his 
chief force in these discourses, as in 
all his writings, against the self- 
righteous pride and the worldly 
disposition of wankind, and bas ex- 
posed the various forms and appear- 
ances which these prevailing evils 
assume amougst different classes of 
society. The subtie traces of unbe-_ 
lief, insincerity, and imperfection, 
which are too frequeatly to be dis- 
cerned by an accurate observer 
amongst professed disciples of Christ, 
and the distinguishing marks of real 
Christians, are delineated with much 
acuteness, and render the volume 
before us an useful touchstone of 
religious character. The extracts 
which we have already given will 
serve to exemplify the truth of this 
remark: we would only, therefore, 
for the further sHlastration of it, refer 
to the sermon from Prov. xxx. 12, 
entitled, «« The Self-deceiver shewn 
to Himself:” from which we shall 
present our readers with a few 
passages that deserve the serious 


attention of all protessed Chris- 
tians. 


“False professors do not take all one 
course; there is a large variety in their cases. 
I can only undertake to point out some of 
the most common, and the most striking. 


These men heard the doctrine of the Gospel, 


They attended to it. Their consciences were, 
probably, stirred up and awakened. Their 
curiosity was excited. They were gratitied 
with a new fund of knowledge. Salvation 
by grace grew a pleasing sound. The com- 
forts of tree aud full justification by Jesus 
Christ, which contrite and humbled spirits, 
who have the most right to them, hardly 
dare venture to make their own, are fear- 
lessly grasped by these arrogant spirits. 
Way they are eves encourayed, trom hence, 
to cast off the tear of God: and th wugh they 
live uncharitably, selhshly, care lessly, and 
proudiy, they suppose they sball still be 


saved by the yrace of Jesus Christ. There 
are many ways of proving to them how they 
abuse the grace of God, bat one is 3 ob- 
vious that it may seem a wonderful inctance 
ot the power of Satan’s delusion, that it does 
not strike their minds. 

‘* You know, that ‘the tree is known by 
its fruits.” As you know more of the Scrip. 
tures than the ignorant Pharisee, you can 
prove to him, and justly too, that the faith 
vt the Gospel which justifies a man through 
Christ, teaches him to live soberly, righte- 
ously, and godly. You can tell him that a 
ian who really believes in Christ, will live 
holy, though not pertectly so, yet that he 
will live holy, aud be a new creature, in all 
his dispositions and practice. 

“Now this you maintain to be true, 
‘ Thou then that teachest another, teachest 
thou not thyself?’ Look at your life since 
your faneied conversion began. You are 
not called on to examine your conduct, be- 
fore that period, with this view, but since. 
Is it not astonishing that you should not see, 
that your lite is no more according to godli- 
ness, since your religion began, than betore - 
Js it not as fruitless as ever? What good de 
you more than formerly? Are not your tem- 
pers as violent, your dispositions as worldiy, 
your conversation as triluing, your views as 
seliish, and your taste as earthly as before ’ 
Name any one essential alteration that has 
taken place in vou, A new creature! a 
great change indeed! If any man be | 
Christ, he is one. ‘Old things are passed 
away; belold all things ate become new.’ 
So great a change must be visible in the 
temper aud conduct. The whole conrse ot 
the desires inast be altered, and this canne 

e, unless it is followed by a very great al- 
teration in the practice. Now as no such 
change has taken place in your case, as you 
are what you always were, it is certaim yor 
are deceived, ‘ This is the victory that 
overcemeth the world, even our faith” Yo. 
are still like the rest of the woild, and there- 
ture are not in the faith. Q that this plain 
state of the case may lead you to know 
yourselves, and bring you to seek God atresh 
and as for the first time.” p. 105—107. 

Mr. Milner proceeds to trace the 
selt-deceived protessor of Christia- 
nity through some other stages, aud 
touches with force, yet with cond ur 
and charity, on the changes which 
men of this dese ription sometimes 
undergo, by associating, under a no- 
tion of greater purity, first wita one 
and then with another sect of Chris- 
tians ; and after stating at large their 
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see reprinted as a separate tract, for 


dispersion amonest that jumerous 
and important class of men, to whom 
it was ortginally addressed, and tor 
whose benefit itis happily adapted, 

We have not yet exhausted the 
topics of commendation which have 
occurred to us trom the perusal ot 
this volume: but the observations 
we have further to make will with 
ereater propriety follow a few res 
mnarks of a ditterent nature, which 
we feel ito be our duty not to with- 
hold, and whieh wall relate to she 
defects that strike us iD these ser- 
mons; but as thev are very similar 
to those which we have already no- 
ticed in our review of the former 
volume, it will be unnecessary to 
dwell upon them at any great 
length. 

The points which we conceive to 
be deserving of some animadversion 
in these discourses, may be almost 
entirely referred to the head either 
of looseness and maccuracy of style, 
of too strong and unguarded, or of 
hasty and low expressions on parti- 
cular subjects. We are well aware 
of the powerful apology which may 
be, and indeed has been, pleaded for 
every defect of this kind, from the 
consideration of the circumstances 
vader which Mr. Milner composed 
his sermons, and of the peculiar dis- 
advantages with which posthumous 
vritings must ever appear before 
the public. This apology would 


have eflectually restrained us from 


any observations of a critical nature, 
if with respect to some points on 
which we shall have occasion to 
comment, a defence had not been 
studionsiv urged, and with respect 
to others, the example and authority 
of Nir. Milner might not lead to 
Cernicions consequences. 

~ For th inaccuracy of the style, 
we certainiv think the editor, and 
not the autuor, to blame. Had Mr. 
Niiner given these sermons to the 
uid have deemed it his 
duty to revise them with care, to 


DuUdiIC, ne Wi 


vrammatical errors, 


correct ail tne 


to substitute other expressions for 


" | : 
such as were doubtlul or obscure, 
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and even to alter the construction 
of his sentences, when perspicuity 
would thereby have been promote “ad. 
Justice to Mr. Milner seems to us to 
have required that a similar course 
should have been pursued by his 
editor; and that if bis scrroons were 
presented to the world at all, they 
should appear in as correct a form as 
was consistent with their identity. 
A very slight use of the editor's pen 
would have done much to remove 


‘this objection, 


Of the expressions which we con- 
sider as too strong and unguarded, 
and which may, therefore, by the un- 
stable and unwise, be misconstrucd 
and misapplied, we shall only select 
a few instances to justify « our re- 
mark. Thus, when it is said, at the 
close of the second sermon, to those 
who are earnestly seeking the salva- 
tion of their souls, “ You find you 
must part with all, even your righ- 
teousness, for Christ. You have 
no strength for this. Into Christ’s 
arms you fall as the clay, and there 
lie. He raises you by faith. He 
tells you his victory is yours.” We 
apprehend, that these are expres- 
sions which, though conveying, when 
explained, ¢ creatand important truths, 
may yet, without such expianation, 
be misinterpreted and abused. The 
danger of them arises from their 
short and elliptical form, | which, 
though allowable when considered 
as notes of a sermon to be expanded 
and explained by the preacher, are 
certainly too laconic and obscure to 
be submitted, without such explana- 
tion, to the public eye. We object, 
on similar grounds, ¢ to the ae ee 
sion, 
of aon ungodiy,” p. 79; oe haiah 
the propriety of saying, as in the 
sermon on the converston. of St. 
Matthew, “They,” thatis, self-righ- 
teous persons, or as they are here 
and elsewhere somewhat inaccurate- 
iv called, Pharisees, “ see not the 
hithiness of their own natures. ‘The 
least tnsivht mto that, will always 


dispose a man to think no otherwise 
of himself than as the vilest of the 





Review of the Second Volume of Mi!ner’s 













Sermons. 509 


vile: for it inclines a man to think 
none so vileas himself’ We know 
in what manner these expressions 
may be explained, and would not 
press them too literally. We would 
only point them out as specimens of 
that strong and unqualified mode of 

however it may be 
explained, cannot, we think, be justly 
admired or safely imitated. 

We cannot help also regretting, 
that in those where the 
inutility of all attempts to save 
and sanctify ourselves by our own 
strength, is properly insisted on, 
care is not always taken to shew 
thatexertion, and the utmost exertion, 
but in the strength of divine grace, 1s 
nevertheless requisite. We regret 
this, not only as tending to favour 
that system of acquiescence in a low 
and defective state of Christian at- 
tainments, which we fear is but too 
prevalent, and which, indeed, we 
might inter from this very volume to 
be too prevalent, among religious per- 
SONS 5 Dut as giving an unfair im- 
pression of Mr. Miiner’s views on 
this subject. Who more anxiously 
than My. Milner pressed upon his 
flock the necessity of never inter- 
mitting their vigilance, of never 
ceasing to pray, to strive, to run, 
to combat? If he found it neces- 

sary to warn the religious tquirer 
aga ‘inst self-de pendence, in the: same 
breath would he have pointed to the 
Saviour, On whom he was to cast his 
burden, whose aid he was to invoke, 
whose Spirit he was to implore and 
to cherish, in whose all-sufliciency 
he was to exert himself to the utter- 
most. ‘This being the general tenor 
of Mr. Milner’s preac ine as well 
as the unquestionable bent of his 
sentiments, it certainly would have 
been desirable that he should have 
been guarded from misconstruction 
and abuse in this instance, as we are 
persuaded he himself would have 
done had he edited his own sermons. 

Besides expressions of this kind, 
we referred Lo others, which are ob- 
jectionable as being too low 
logweal. 


j } 
assertion, whicnd, 


yc (TRS 
passage 8, 


and col- 
These are so frequent in 
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the volume before us that they « 

TOL OSCAw the notice of our readers : 
but we forbear 


brings them for. 
ward, because 


such an msulated ex. 
posure of these words might produce 
an effeet which we are particularly 
auxtous to We 
them, sake of mtyo- 
ducing a few general remarks ona 
subject w ith whieh they are close ly 
connected 
marks the 
thus 


avoid, mention 


however, tor the 


The carelessness which 
style of these 
and 


SCPHONS IS 
detended by the 
editor in tis preface. "Phe literary 
fame of the excellent author has 
been less consulted in the selection, 
than the edification of the Christian 
reader. Lo-all his ministrations Mr, 
Milner was known to have had this 
object solely at heart, even to theutter 
confempe of every ornament of style, 
and displ ay of learuing. Te thoueht 
with the apostle . Whom he so much 
admired, that to aflect ‘wisdom of 
words’ was to make ¢ the cross of 
Christ of none effect,’ and that « to 
the poor the Gospel is preached,’ 

a circumstance which ought to cha- 


noticed 


racterize the labours of the servant 
as well as those of his divine Master. 
‘ This plainness of speech,’ though 
value of these 
eves of critics, and 
ste, will add to 
their value ie humble persons, 
7 licity and godly sin- 
are seeking i in- 
struction. Lwxac rina n unis’ yn with 
sunt of Mr. Milner’s style in 
this vorome, is a remarkeble passage 


gimuinish the 
ih the 


. ~ 
—_— — " ii 
reacelrs of uae 


tT mav 


~ > eee. 5e 
SET ALC i> 


m the !2th sermon, in which the 
authe nself states his senti- 
ments on this subject. “I said ‘a 
pain expository view.’ To be very 
stud.ous mn quest of the ornaments of 
cpeecn vil becomes general, a 
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of power. A negligent plamness 
will most powerlully reach those 
henurts, who likely to be 
netited by thoughts which are 
purely spiritual, As for those 
who love to have them ears tickled 
with smooth lJanguaye, and are 
for eulertanmment in 
well-turned periods, instead of de- 
siving the words of eternal life, they 
ought not to be gratified; can 
they, but at the divine 
truth atself bor its ature, 
that 7 cannot endure an ornamented 
style. Vt loses much of its strength, 
generally speaking, when clothed 
in such a dress. ‘The tloly Spirit 
will have nothing at all to do with 
the Jaboured oratory, which is cal- 
culated to raise those kind of sensa- 
tions ay which many think the feel- 
ings of true virtue With 
many of the sentiments expressed 
in the two preceding passages, It is 
perfectly obvious that we must cor- 
dially agree — It is unquestionable 
that the style of a Christian minister, 
either in preaching or writing, ought 
to be plain, and, generally speak- 
ing, unambitious of ornament; but 
this by no means authorizes bbe to 
use, for the imstruction even of the 
plainest people, expressions which 
are too low and familiar; which are 
indicative of carelessness and negli- 
gence; which are easily susceptible 
of ridicule; and may be as easily 
converted into the cant phraseology 
of empty professors ot religion. It 
is against terms of this description 
that we object, and not to merely 
simple, or even colloquial,expressions, 
in the case of parochial instruction, 
which are not chargeable with these 
faults, or liable to these dangers. 
But there is something further in 


are he- 


looking only 


nor 
eXpence of 
such as 


consist 


the preceding extracts which we 
think deserving of observation. 


There appears to be a disposition, 
both in the anthor of the sermons 
before us, and in lis editor, to 
the use 
ei\oqguence 


ull- 
beth of reasoning 
when employed on 
Sintiar 
been express 


dervalue 
aud 


sentiments 


cc by 


Secreg Ssuniects. 
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mien, and we have more than once 
had oceasion to notice them. We 
are inclined to believe, that mn the 
present case all that was intended to 
be conveyed by the passages which 
we have quoted, was a renunciation 
of all laboured and affected oratory, 
as inconsistent with that gravity and 
sunplicity of style which so pecu- 
liarly becomes the Christian mini- 
ster. But the manner in which this 
sentiment 1s expressed would lead 
the reader to imagine, that every 
attempt at lovical argument, or at 
correct or eloquent language, in a 
preacher, was not only to be avoid- 
ed, but despised and rejected with 
contempt. ‘This is a by the 
allesed authority of St. Paul, wha 
declares to the Fesitisiona that his 
preaching was not with “ the en- 
ticing words” of man’s wisdom. Bur 
who does not know that the apostle 
is here disclaiming the false and ar- 
tificial oratory of the later Greek 
rhetorictans, and not the legitimate 
use of true elequence: This has 
been justly defined to be the art ot 
persuasion; and who was, in this 
view, more powerfully eloquent than 
St. Paul himself? A similar use has 
been made of the «nostle’s caution 
against philosophy and science, 
falsely so called, as if he had in- 
tended to forbid the exercise of right 
reason, or the introduction of true 
philosophy in matters of religion. 
The arguments which have been 
urged on this point are most acutely 
and triumphantly refuted by - 2 in- 
comparable Hooker*, and, with a 
slight variation of terms, Would 
equally apply to the present sub- 
ject. The truth is, that, instead of 
dissuasives from the cultivation of 
real eloquence, we have long needed 
exhortations to the pursuit of it; 
and we have no hesitation in de- 
claring it to be our deliberate opi- 
nion, that if it were more attended 


to by our preachers, the etlect of 


their discourses would probably be 
much greater. This, however, is 


* See Eccles. Polity, book iii, \ 8 
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not the place for a more extended 


discussion of ul 1is mapertens subject. 
We would ou! y wish for the present 
to guard against the misinterpreta- 
tion of our sentiments. Let it not 
then be thought, that it is our in- 
tention to recommend the cultiva- 
tion of mere human eloquence, from 
the precepts of Aristotle, Cicero, 
and Qluinctilian, and the study of the 
best models of ancient oratory fal- 
though we would certainly advise 
this); or that we conceive the suc- 
cess of a Christian preacher to be 
primarily dependent on his elo- 
quence. We cannot justly be su- 
spected of this; and what we have 
to add on this point will be sufficient 
to support us against such a charge. 
For, notwithstanding the toregoing 
remarks on some censurable expres- 
siois in the volume under our re- 
deem Mr. Milner 
himself a considerable master of true 
Christian eloquence. He had early 
tormed his style on that of the an- 
cient classical writers, and had im 
bibed much of the spirit of the 
eloquent apostle of the Gentil les 
and it would, in conseg 


View, We, itt tact, 
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easy to produce trom his discourses 
humerous specimens of pure and 
powerful oratory, which our limits 
will not allow of our extracting, ba: 
which cannot but have 
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men 
The grand seurce, however, 61 
Mr. Milner’s eloquence, as it was 
of the great 
closely tollowe a, Was his - 
acquaintance with Christian faith, 
his dee) p conviction of its valve and 
importance, and, above 


apostie WHOM Le se 


co 
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Shi at 
heartfelt experience of ite power. It 
is to this master exrceiferce that Wwe 


would, in conclusion, direct the at- 
tention of our readers, as the matin 
spring of all that is great and useful 
in these discourses. Mr. Milner 
had theroughly studied his Bible, 
and his own heart, and deeply felt 
which he treats. 
Hlence arose his seriousness and so- 


the subjects ol 
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his 
nuncmtion : 


sel 'C- 
his lively views of faith 
im Jesus Chioist ; 


emuuty ; humility and 
the experimental 
and practical tenor of 
his acquaintance human cha- 
racters ; his powerful expositions of 
scriptural truths ; his persuasive ex- 
hortations to Christian faith and ho- 
liness. indeed, where 
to look for a more striking example 
of a soul over which Christianity 


his sermons ; 
with 


We know not, 


) was completely trmmmphant, than to 
| the character of Myr. Milner. We 
could only have wished, that the 
editor of his writings had taken the 
liberty, which we are sure the vene- 
rable author would bave not only 


excused, but approved, of altering 
or expuneing the expressions which 
may justly offend Liste, 
and which really distizgure his pro- 
ductions, 


readers of 


and lessen their influence ; 
and we trust that if) as we earnestly 
hope, he should hereafter favour 
the world with another 
his discourses, he will not shrink 
from this office of justice to his 
character, and of uselulness to the 
pubhe. In the mean time, we can- 
net eXpress a more important wish 
for our country and the world at 
reli than that the great Head of 


Church may raise up in every 


the author before us; and that the 


ergy of our land may more espe- 


ily imbibe that exalted SpPIrit ot 


{ aristian faith and piety which si) 
ninently distinguished and adorned 
itis character. 


ae 
VWemoirs of Frederick and Mar: rarest 
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NACQUAINTED aS we are with the 
erature of Germany, except 
wagh the medium of translations, 
we shall mot pretend to amuse our 
readers with remarks upon it. The 
eviis which the productions of the 
German press have contributed to 
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judge from 


volume ot 


Author of 


[AuG 
the last twenty 
years, have proved a fruitful topic 
of declamation, and, if we may 
the specimens which 
have our eye, the declamation 
has not been misplaced. The sa- 
crilecious boldness ot their biblical 
critics, we have more than once had 
occasion to denounce ; an’ we can- 
not too strongly guard the theolo- 
gians who honour our work wth 
their notice, against catching any 
portion of that unholy fam#hewicy 
with which too many of them «ap- 
proach the most awful and affecting 
subjects. This spirit may be con- 
sidered as a curious contrast to the 
sickly sensibility, which forms, as 
we apprehend, ‘to our young men 
and imisses, the most powerful ut- 
traction in the plays and novels im- 
ported from Germany and done into 
Enelish; and which serves to var- 
nish, and even to recommend, every 
thing that is profligate in sentiment 
and vicious in conduct. ‘The extent 
of the mischiefs which German t- 
terature is believed to have pro- 
duced, makes us more forward to 
notice any works proceeding from 
the same quarter, which may tend 


propagate during 


met 


to counteract the evil. ‘This, in- 
deed, appears to have been the 
chief Rae which the editor (who 


we understand to be Miss Bowdler) 
proposed to herseif in giving these 
Memoirs to the public ; and we 
gladly embrace this opportunity of 
seconding her benevolent intentions. 
Klopstock, “ the Milton of Ger- 
many,” is here exhibited, not ‘ as 
the first poet of his age,” though to 
that praise he has also a legitimate 
claim, but as the tenderest husband, 
the kindest friend, the most amia- 
ble of men, the genuine disciple of 


Christ. This man, observes the 
editor, “ 18 sc arcely known in ing- 
land; while on the stave, and in the 


closet, the prince iples and morals of 
the rising generation are corrupted 


by an inundation of German litera- 
in which the boldest flights of 
and 


feelings, are 


ture, 
yenius, 
the 


the noblest sentiments, 
most interesting 
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too often employed to betray the 
unsuspecting heart.” With this man 
we will now proceed to bring our 
readers acquainted. 

Frederick Gottlicb Klopstock was 


born at Quedlinebure in i724, and 
was the eldest of diese children. 


During the first thirteen years of 
his lite he lived in his father’s house, 
under the care of a private tutor. 
The next three years he passed ata 
public school at Quedlingburg, pre- 
paratory to his introduction to col- 


lege, which he entered at the age of 


sixteen. His father, who had hitherto 
proceeded on a system of indul- 
gence, and had allowed him to de- 
vote much of his time to athletic 
exercises and sports, now represent- 
ed to him the necessity of at 
assiduocusiy to lis studi: Thi 
counse! was not lost upon hi n. He 
soon “ acquired a perfect knowledge 
of the classics, entered into all the 
beauties of the ancient authors, and 
while he followed with rapture the 
bold flights of their original genius, 
he fed a flame within himself which 
was soon to burst forth in full 
lustre.” Virgil was his favourite 
author, and he chose him for his 
model, in the resolution he formed, 
after trving the strength of his wing 
m short poetical excursions, of pro- 
ducing an epic poem; a species of 
composition hitherto unknown In 
Germany. The indignation he feit 
at some Frenchman, who denied to 
the Germans any talent for poetry, 
concurred with more legitimate mo- 
tives in provoking him to this grand 
effort. After much doubt and hesi- 
tation as to a subject, he at last 
formed the plan of his Messiah: and 
this choice, it appears, he made be- 
fore he was acquainted with the 
P ar adise | AOSts Aa poem of which he 
became aflerwards a most passionate 
admirer. In speaking of his project 
to his triend Bodmer, he observes 
“ How happy shall i be, if bv the 
completion of the Messiah I may 
contribute somewhat to the glory ot 
our great and divine religion ! How 
sweet and transporting is this idea 
Christ, Onseny. No, 2, 
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to my mind! 
ward.” 


For his 


That is my great re- 


poetical talent Klopstock 


— wodl .. “Suit , 

was evidentiy indebted to nature. 
and not to cultivation. In his early 
. hye ‘ ee iad } 

years ' 4 hy ici SCarceiVv al iV access to 


poetic: a} writi 1 OLS. it s faf her's ii- 
brary did not contain a sin; gle 
tho uch it 


OCT, 
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This blessed book his taste soon dis- 


contained 1 Many 


tinguished from all others. While 

yet achild he made it his constant 
. | , _ 

companion, and thus became toho- 


the figura- 
it abounds. 
descriptions and 
contained in the 


Prophets, 


roughly acquainted with 
tive lan guage with which 
The magnificent 
slowing “imagery 


hook of Job and in 


baid strong hold on his mind; nor 
was he less affected by those pa- 
thetic passages which represent 


failen man. as iinding mercy at the 
ands ot bis Oo} tended God ; Vi hile 

view he obtained from S criptur € 
grea itness and olo cy of the 
Messiah excited lively feelings of 
love and gratefui adoration. “ From 
this turn of mind sprung a style af 


writing full of poetry, before he 


had ever seen a Verse, or knew any 
thing of prosody 
At nineteen Klopsteck entered 


the university of Jena; but, dis 
ed with the scholastic theology and 
metaphysical si ties which form- 
ed its chief pursuits, he removed to 
the university of Leipsic. While at 
Jena, he composed ‘the first thre 

books of the Messiah, in hexameter 
verse, being the first attempt Which 
had been made to ingrounce' hat metre 
into the German language. It was 
first com runic at ted to some literary 
friends at Leipsic, whose admiration 
animated him to prosecute the plan 
he had sketched out, although the 
pubite taste was not yet prepared to 
relish the lofty tlights of his gemius. 
In the course of three or four years, 
however, this poem awakened an 
extraordinary degree of interest in 
Germany. Both its friends and ene- 
ies were numereus. Preachers 
quoted it trom the pulpit; Christians 
loved it, because it served to excite 
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their devout feelings; the Swiss cri- 


tics, especially Bodmer, extolled it 
with enthusiasm: and at length its 
intrinsic excellence overcame all 
Opposition, 

After two years’ residence at 
Leipsic, in 1748 Klopstock, being 
in straitened circumstances, under- 
took the care of the children of 
relation. Ilere he becaine acquaint- 
ed with a lady, to whom he formed 
a tender attachment, but who was 
insensibje to his attractions, and 
gave her hand to another. ‘This ua- 
successtul passion appears to have 
embittered two years of his life. The 
Danish minister, Count Bernstorff, 
being much struck with his poem, 
recommended him, about this time, 
to the king of Denmark, by whom 
he was invited to reside at Copen- 
hagen, on a pension, which relieved 
him, for the remainder otf his Ife, 
from pecuniary care, and lett him at 
liberty to pursue his studies. In his 
way to Copenhagen, in 1751, he 
passed through Hamburg, and there 
first saw the lov ely Margaretta 
Moller; and although two years 
betore * had said he should « love 
only once,” this lady soon consoled 
him for his former severe disappoint- 
ment, and in about three years more 
inade him “ the happiest of men.” 
An account of the commencement 
and progress of their acquaintance is 
given by Mrs. Klopstock herself, 
in a letter to Mr. Richardson, the 
English novelist; and as it appears 
to us to be very characteristic of 
the German manner (certainly no 
English woman of our acquaintance 
would have written thus to a stranger 
whom she had never seen, aud to 
whom she was writing only for the 
second time), we shall give it at 
length. We think tt proper, how- 
ever, to warn our fair readers, that 
while we are disposed to smile at 
Mrs. Klopstock’s simplicity, and 
while we admire, as they will be- 
lieve, her devotion to ier husband, 
we are far trom recommending to 
thes ir imitation, in siuwilar circum- 

“ce either the sudden determi. 
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nation of her aflections to an un- 
known object, or the undisguised 
frankness of her present Communi- 
cation. 


ce 


You will know all what concerns me. 
Love, dear sir, is all what me concerns, and 
love shall be all what 1 will tell you in this 
letter. In one happy night [ read my hus- 
band’s poem, the Messiah. I was extremely 
touched with it. The next day I asked one 
of his triends, who was the author of this 
poem? and this was the first time I heard 
Klopstock’s name. I believe I fell unme- 
diately in love with him; at the least, my 
thoughis were ever with him filled, espe- 
cially because his friend told me very much 
of his character, But I had no hopes ever 
to see him, when quite unexpec tedly L heard 
that he should pass through Hamburg. j 
wrote immediately to the same friend for 
procuring by his means that I might see the 
author ot the Messiah, when in Hamburg. 
He told him that a certain girl in Ham- 
burg wished to see lim, and, tor ell recom- 
mendation, shewed him some Jetters in 
which I made bold to criticize Klopstock’s 
verses. Klopstock came, and came to me. 
I must contess, that, though greatly prepos- 
sessed of his qualities, I never thought him 
the amiable youth whom I found him. 
This made its effect. After having seen him 
two hours, | was obliged to pass the evening 
i a company which never had been so 
wearisome to me. I could not speak; I 
could not play ; I thought I saw nothing but 
Klopstock, I saw him the next day, and 
the ‘fo llowing, and we were very seriously 
friends; but on the tourth day he departed. 
It was a strong hour, the hour cf his depar- 
ture. Hle wrote soon atter, and from that 
time our corre sponde nce began to be a very 
diligent one. I sincerely believed my love 
to be friendship. I spoke with my friends 
of nothing but Klopstock, and shewed his 
letters. They raillied me, and said I was in 
love. I raillied them again, and said they 
must have a very friendshipless heart, it 
they had no idea of friendship to a man as 
well asa woman. Thus it continued eight 
months, in which time my friends found as 
much love in Klopstock’s letters as in me. 
I perceived it likewise, but I would not be- 
lieve it. At the last Klopstock said plainly 
that he loved; and I startled as for a wrong 
thing. I answered that it was no love, but 
tiiendship, as it was what I felt for him; we 
had not seen one another enough to love; as 
it love must have more time than triendship! 


This was smeerely my meaning, and I had 
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this meaning till Klopstock came again to 
Wamburg. This he did a 
another the first time. 


vear after we had 
We saw, 


we were triends; we loved, and we helieved 


seen one 


that we loved; and a short time after I 
could even tell Klopstock that I loved. But 
we were obliged to part again, aud wait two 
years for our wedding. My mother would 
not jet me marry a stranger. I could marry 
without her consentment, as by the death of 
iny father my fortune depended not on her ; 
but this was an horrible idea for me; and 
thank Heaven that I have prevailed by 
prayers! At this time, knowing Klopstek, 
she loves him as her lifely son, and thanks 
God that she has not persisted. We mar- 
ried, and I am the happiest wife in the 
world. In some few months it will be four 
years that I am so happy ; and still I dote 
upon Klopstock as if he was my bridegroom. 
It you knew my husband, you would not 
wonder. If you knew his poem, [ could de- 
scribe him very briefly, in saving he is in all 
respects what he is as 4 poet. 
with all wifely modesty; but I dare not to 
speak of my husband; [I em all raptures 
when I do it. And as happy as I am in 
love, so happy am [I in friendship; in my 
mother, two elder sisters, and five other 
women. How rich I am! Sir, you have 
willed that I should speak of myself, but I 
tear that | have done it too much. 

see how it interests me.” pp, 90—¢ 


This I can say 


Yet vou 


This letter was written on the 
14th of March 1758, after she and 
Klopstock had then been married 
about four years. Their connubial 
happiness, however, which appears 
indeed to have been more pertect 
than suited the present sublunary 
state, did not long survive this pe- 
riod. Klopstock’s distress, on the 
occasion of his beloved Meta’s 
death, may be more easily con- 

ceived than described; yet we are 
called to see and admi - in him the 
triumph otf religious principle over 
the strongest affections of the heart. 


Mrs. Klopstock died on the 28th of 


November 1758. 
December, Klopstock thus writes 
to his friend Cramer. 

“ Thisis my Meta’s dying day*, and yet 
Il am composed. Can 1 ascribe this to my- 


self, my Cramer? Certainly not. J sleep 
very little, at other times I cannot do with- 
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out sleep; and yet I am not ill,—often well. 
Thanks be to the God of comfort for all the 
favour He has shewn me! Thank our God, 
with me, my Cramer. 

“7 will now-try to give vou a 
stantial account. 


more circum- 
Her sutferings continued 
from Friday till Tuesday afternoon, about 
four o’cluck ; but they were the most violent 
from Monday evening about eight. On 
Sunday morning [ supported first myself, 
and then her, by repeating that without our 
Father’s will not a hair in her head could 
fall; and more than once I repeated to her 
the following lines trom my last Ode. One 
time I was so much affected as to be forced 
tu stop atevery line. I wasto have repeated 
. «/} to her, but we were interrupted. 


‘ Though unseen by human eye, 
My Redeemer’s hand is nigh ; 
Hie has pour’d salvation’s light 
Far within the vale of night; 
There will God my steps controul, 
There his presence bless my soul. 
Lard, whiate’er my sorrows be, 
Teach me to look up to Thee!’ 
“ Some affecting circumstances 1 must 
omit; [ will tell you thein some other time. 
When I began to fear for her life, (and 
1 did this sooner thaa any one else,) I trom 
line to time whispered something in her ear 
concerning God, but so as not to let her per- 
ceive my apprehensions, I know little of 
what [ said; only in general I know that i 
repeated to her how much I was strengthen 
ed by the uncommon fortitude graciously 
vouchsafed to her; and that I now reminded 
her of that to which we had so often encou- 
raged each other—perilect resignation. When 
she had already suffered greatly, I szid to 
‘The Most Mercitul 
is with thee.” I saw how she felt it. Pez 
h — she now first guessed that I then ght she 
vould die. I saw this in her countenance 


I hae NS otten told her (as often as l 


her with muca emotion, 


? 
q r 


could gv into the room, and support the 
sight of her sutferings) how visibly the grace 
How could I refrai: 


“¢ ' 
Irom speeaing oi the great comturt of my 
. ni! 


-\ 


ot God was with her. 


te 


1 caime in just as she had been bled. A 
light having been brought near on that ac- 
count, I saw her face clearly for the first 
time after many hours. Ah, my Cramer, 
the hue of death was ou it! Bui thet Ged 


who was so mightily with her, suppert 


* } “Ss 
too at the sight. She was betier afte 
bleeding, but soon worse avain lw 
lowed but very little time to take leave ui 


* *? 


? r +, ] Tr fe - — 
vel al bitline I Siluls ~~ ot 4 L is€ ty 


3Y 2 


her. I had some hones tha: ! right : 
4 . 
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thank God tor the grace He gave me at this 


parting, | said, * T will fulfil my promise, 
my Meta, and tell you ihat your life, from 


aap ¥ ou 


must not expect me to relate every thing to 


' . . , . 
extreme weakness, 1s in danger. -—— 


you. ] cannot recolleet the whole, She 


heard 


, opel 
smallest difficulty. 


periectty, and spoke without the 

{ pronounced over he 
Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. ‘Now the will of Him who 
init \presstbly 


q}O}} 7 : 1. 


\ 


the name of the 


‘ 


supports thee,—-his will be 


airs . 
tlim do ae COLQGIL 
said she: tie will do well’ She said this 


lh a most cepressive t 


ne ot yoy and con- 
fidence. ‘* You have endured like an angel. 
He will be with 
Hiis mighty wame be 


(; | 2 i ° 7 
sod has been with you. 


you. praised! The 
Most Mercitul will support you! Were [so 
wretched as not to be a Christian, I should 
now become one.’ Something of this sort, 
und vet more, I said to her, in a strong 


emotion of transport. Eliza says we were 





beth tull ef joy. ‘ Be mv guardian an- 
gel, if ovr God permit.’ 


mine,’ said she. 


‘You have been 
‘Be my guardian angel,’ 
repeated [, ‘:if our God permit.’ * Wio 
would not be so, said she. LI would have 
hastened away. Eliza said, ‘ Give her your 
I did so, and know not 
whether I said any thing. 


hand once more.’ 
T hasted away,--- 
then went into my own room, and prayed. 
God gave me much strength In prayer; I 
asked for perfect resignation ;---but how was 
it, my Cramer, that L did not pray for her, 
which would have been so natural? Proba- 
bly becuuse she was alreedy heard above all 
hat I could ask or think !--- 

“When Twas gone out, she again asked 
Eliza whether 1 was likely she might die, 
Once 
After- 
She said to Eliza 
tvat God had much to forgive in her, but 


end whether her death was so near? 
she told her that she felt nothmge. 


? Ve > nen 
wards she telt some pain. 


he trusted in her Redeemer. On another 

oceasion Fliza said to her that God would 

elp her; she answered, ‘into Heaven” As 

her head sunk on the pillow, she said, with 

mpuch animation, ‘ it is over!’ She then 

looked tenderly on Eliza, and with yet un- 
a 


1° 
hLxed eyes jistenead wie 


she thus prayed, 
‘ The blood of Jesus Christ cleanse thee 
in. O sweet words of eternal life! 


er some expressions of pain in her coun- 


complain, my Cramer; I will 
in © severe a trial God has 
said lo me very sweetly, 
ibe ltke 


moment, 


AY | 1y my cy 


ne’ © m it | now, tor om 


ia WV me 
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to liis will,’ 


[ At &, 


weep on her bosom! For [ cannot refrain 
from tears, nor doves Ged re quire it of me.” 
pp. 166-171. 

In a letter to another frend, 
written about a fortnight after, he 
adds : 


« Eliza aud T are sitting Opposite to each 


other, and both Writhag to yOu, She is 
lHlow 


’ 
I thank vou for your Jast! Much real cow- 
fort was coutained in it. 


copying my letter to Cramer for you. 


Also for your ex- 
cellent fragment of a prayer, which gave 
me much strength. I was greatly aflected 
leas of prayer and acceptance to 


which it gave rise, 


by the i 


* T was already at Altona when this Jet- 
ter arrived, ior L went there the evening 
after iny Nicta’s death, atter having seen my 
dead son, but not my wite: L dreaded too 
much the return of that image. 

« [forgot to mention what follows, in my 
letter to Cramer. Sbould I in future recol- 
lect any thing else, I will write it to you. 

‘“ Twice or thrice my Meta looked at me, 
without speaking a word, and then to Hea- 
ven, in such a manner that it is utterly im- 
possible for ine to describe it.---l understood 
her pertectly. I cannot tell you with what a 
mixture of sorrow, of confidence in God, and 
of certainty that she was dying, she looked 
from me to Heaven. Neyer, never,---though 
often in sorrow and in joy have I looked up 
with her to Heaven,---never did I see her so! 
The situation of a dying person is so singu- 
lar, it seems to belong neither to this world 
nor the next.---l should have much to repeat, 


if I could with any degree ot accuracy re- 
member what from time to time L whispered 


to her, though in a very tew words; know- 
Had 


not her sufferings so pierced my soul, I 


ing that she understood my meaning. 


should have been more master of myself, [ 
should have been able to act more on design, 
and have remembered more.---What I said 
to her from time to time was chiefly stronger 
fecling of condort which conquered the feel- 
Ligs ot pain. 

« Eliza has just now for the first time 
shewn me your letter. IT could almost quar- 
rel with her for not shewing It to me sooner. 
Your letters, my Giesecke, have peculiar 
power to console me ; there is something re- 
freshing i them. You must often write to 
mc. 

« My Meta left a paper with Eliza, on 
which, besides some other directions, she had 
written what she would have on her ecothn. 
It comsists OL two pitssages from the eleventh 


hook of the Messiah, ‘The soul of the pent 


tent DPhiet speaks : 
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] 809. | 
‘ Was this then death? 

O soft vet sudden chaiige '|-.-W hat shai [ call 
thee? 

No more-—no more thy name be death.- -Armd 
thou, 

Corrupiion’s dreaded pow’r, how chang'd to 

joy? 

Sleep then companion of my first existence, 


'? 


Seed sown by God, to ripen fur the harvest! 


« The soul of the Thief continues specak- 


1,3] 
th 


ing, wile the etherial body torms around 


it: 
©O what new life I feel! 
be inc of DEINE, how I rise ! Not one, 
A thousand steps I rise! And vet 1 tcel, 


: ah. ol 
Advancing st'll in clory 


— 
x 


c soar 


, 


Above these thousand step o> NECA! and rnore 


neat, 


, ‘ 3 , , i 
(Not Iti his woras alone, these peau! i 
t4de 
Worit $5) 
. ‘7 , ’ j , . [ a ° 4 
I Siiau b’ idth Fterma!l, race to 
“ | too wishcd to put something on t 


coffin, and I chose the fol!swing 
the second stanza of my Ode. 
‘ Though unseen by lmuman eve, 
My Redeemer’s band is nigh. 
He has pour'd salvation’s light 
Far within the vale of night.’” 


o 


pp. 195-198. 

A few additional circumstances 
are mentioned in the letters of his 
relation Eliza, the insertion of which 
cannot fail to gratify cur readers. 

“ What I feel, you may easily imagine. 
What have i not lost! But [ will nor—l 
must not complain. MKlopsteck forbids me. 
I have now first learnt the full power of re- 
ligion. But I will to-day write nothing 
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iend’s last he urs.-—-S"e encured Aer surer- 

ings with fortitude and resignetiou seidom 

equalled. Klopstock, who had determ 
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went out, and Came Im agam, aif nicht lone. 


About ten in the morninc. trom extreme 


, 


> . > > . ' . 7 — > . «te. ~ - 
fatigue no douot, sie had seme fabri PS 3 


bn on ss 4 } - tail ‘ ¢ 
Dut they iastead oniv a shert time, and 


“sr — . 
sne came to uersei! again sSHie wis aves 
patient. She smiied on Alopstock, Aissed 

; ; > , 
i> i i « «ahi } Sp ac if vu ~ 4 ° 

Now 1 trying s r A lop- 
¢ >} nea@ are am trary, ~ he > 
“LOCK WENT In, ald inlormied Ris wiie that 
her iite was in danger. She answered 


perfect composure, *‘ What our Ged wiils is 


‘ —- : 

, >! } } Pa } 
rh; hea | ‘ 4 } lI Ye r 

Lit Dhey foOoK leave OF each other, oul 

> t a re = 
wat i w { hort Gescrivee Miopstoca s§ a. CO 

" . " » " > > se = . 
it himself atiera while. When he was con 


l went to the bed, and said, * [ will 


with vou.’ 


a. oh ee _ a. 
yee —— te. oe . 
: God Dieses VOU ior at, TY Eliza 
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Aid 
enid she, and ske looked at me with th 


calm serene smile of an angel. She then 


said to me, [+ mry death tnen 30 near-’ 

. { Cannot prenounce t mt, I Sper: ad. 

. ¥ Ce py Husband has told me ail thatmay 
, 


i " ~~ ber + 
h py i lL nIOW ail. . I AMI 105 that vey 
7, ™ . 


are prepared for ail. You will die trangull 
aud happy,’ 
me much; but I think of my Redeemer, im 


whom I trust.’ 


“ At one time she said, ‘ lL do not feed 
much, Eliza; very ittle? ‘ Ob chat is welt! 


‘ Ob, God must then forcive 


-* 


God will <oon help yoo” * Yes, te» Heaven,’ 
said she.-—-Now she was stil, pot apceared 
Pr 


ead 


to feet pain. Soom alter she jaw) ‘er 
back, and s- ‘ it 1s over’’ and at the 


ee, 


Same meotarnit her inate Lecame w com DOs d, 
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ols 


i shall Gado every thing that 


can in any degree contribute to soothe his 
eriet, Hle wiil probably write to 
self, and tell that on 


health, he not mit 


you biun- 


you, account ot hts 


does end to travel this 


wiuter, but will wait til spring 


‘The night betore 


Load 


her death [ was alone 


with her. She suffered much, but with great 


composure, She talked eood deal to me. 


© happs hours which with 


her, even then, though deeply tinged with 


God gave me 
sorrow! Amongst other things she said, ‘ O 
Eliza, how should I now teel, if 1 had not 
employed the whele nine months im prepar- 
mg tor my death! Now my pains will not 
sutier me to pray so conunually, to think so 
worthily of God, as 1 am at other umes ac- 


Cusit 


} 178—180. 


After the death of his wife, Klop- 
stock continued to reside at Copen- 
hagen till the year 1771, wien he 

moved to Hamburg, where he lived 
car ing the residue of 
for about a year, 
at the court of 


bis life, except 

which he passed 
Baden. In 1791, 
when in his GSth year, he married a 
near relation of his first wife, to 
whom he was indebted for much of 
the comfort he enjoyed in his de- 
clining vears. “ To the close of 
lite he retained his poetical powers 


and’ his sacred harp still sent forth 
strains of subline and heart-felt 


picty.” He died at Hamburg in 
é 1 
t 


1803, in the SOth year of his age, 
‘with a firm expectation of happi- 
ness beyond the grave.” Our read- 
ers will be anxious to learn some- 
thing of the last hours of this extra- 


ordinary man, 


rratity 


and we are will: ng to 


1 
Lilt (ik. 


o 
i fj ong feelings of religion,” we are 
: ia just on his last 1 ents, 
en if Gispiavet a nobdi exXanlpic O} 
io i d a Ung in ius di ike Procins 
if j ese Ca } Is geni linati yn, his ter- 
t and the adinirable serenit Tt 5 
1} t ‘ ‘ | i »t st 
. & as ewe 
‘ my) i bialta 
( thy ea b} 
. ti st) e ¢ ( i vith ? ‘ 
ct posure i tj f sit ¢ ' 2 
it’ e 
edt ratte moment tt 
wT 4 t tu Ss + 
—}i j 


Sy taproms ot 


year. Ilis streng 


med, and would now most wish to do.’” 
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tram my heart 


decay which increased every 
diminished 
$02, but he 


of his 


ile was greatly 


in the winter ot was still 
with the visits 
‘ In the last wee 


himself entirely , even 


pieased friends. Pp. ’ 


kK3 of bis lite he sec ludead 
from those who were 
most dear to him. He sent them Hany kind 
‘Tran- 
will of 


ratitude tor the 


messages, but declined secing them. 
quillity ot mind, 
(; vn, 


happiness he had enjoyed in life, 


resignation to the 


warnt emotions of ¢g 
entle en- 
durance of the pains of death, a calm | 


Dro- 


spect of the grave, and joyful expectations of 
a higher existence, these 
The fair form of the Angel ot 
Death, the exalted view ot a better world, 
which had fired the lofty-minded 
compose his sacred hymis, these 


were now his sen- 


sations, 


youn to 
now hove: 
ed reul 
In the 12th canto of the 
sung the happy close 
unparalleled grandeur of description. 
Chri istian triumph attended him in the hard 


struggles of dissolution, which grew 


id the head of the ag>4 dying saint. 
Messiah, he has 
of a virtuous lite with 


Sucit 


more 

In the last 
himself on his 
couch, folded his hands, and with uplifted 
eyes pronounced the sacred words so fimely 
illustrated in one of his Odes. ‘Can a wo- 
man forget her child, that she should not 
have pity on the 


palniui approach. 


and severest conflict he raised 


1 a hearer 


fruit of her womb? Yes, 
she may forget, but L will not forget thee!’ 
. } > ofr rote 
The struggle 


gentle : 


was now over, he fell into a 


slumber, and awoke no more.” pp. 


33, 34. 

A solemn funeral, it is added, 
sucu as Germany had never wit- 
nessed for any man of letters before, 
honoured the remains of Kiopstock. 
The whole of the diplomatic body in 
Lower Saxony, the members of the 
senate, the clergy, all the literati, 


and many men of distinction, not 
only of Hamburg but of Altona, 


and about fitty thousand of the peo- 
ple, joined in the procession; and 
such was the Impression of awe and 
solemnity which pervaded this im- 
Inense multitude, that no interference 
the police was necessary. 

Wy wing thus given our 
this interesting 

mill proceed briefly to the 
other parts of the volume before us. 
The Letters from the Dead to the 
living, whichoccupy a considerable 


: ’ 
readers a 


view ol pair, We 


hottie v 


Space 


least 


They 


ith its pases, are lO Us the 


interesting part of the whole 
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Rex iCw 


are so much at war with probability, 
that, although they are written 
much feeling, the moral which they 
are intended to y does not 
make Its way to the heart. Wee se- 
lect the tollowing 


1S0).) of Memoir 
| ! 


W li i 
CcOnVey 


as a favourabie 
specimen—we may sav the most 
a hep 
striking—of these compositions. It 
, 


isthe production of Mrs. Klopstock’s 


pen, 


« Little dost thou expect, O Lorenzo, now 
after a year, to hear ot thy friend ; ah, rather 
say, of thy companion in dissipation, for a 
connection like ours deserves not the 


Malie 


- . . . . ? 
of triendship ; little dost thou now ex pect to 


receive aby account of me. thou art reut 
Who sends eccounts from this dreadful pri- 


son? In common with the terrific spirits our 


seducers, we hate the whole human race: 


and we hate Him too,-—Him whom J] 


lorced to 


4 i 


Coutess, Whom ii Cartii L €F) ‘- 


Be ; Fa aa 
yvoured to cdeny,---whom yet J would del) 
* 


« 


but cannot.—————O Ves yet mortais! 
who yet can comfort yours s Wi j 
love, ye cannot conceve what it is to know 
God only in his omnipotence! God without 
love! Lorenzo, I feel a mixture of cruelt, 


and compassion. Onethought says, I will 


~+ 


save him from misery by my examy 


- 
mn 
+ 
. 
e 


another 
Where 
Where wast thou, that thou wast not buried 
with me in the ruins 


savs, 1 will rejoice in 


wast thou o! 


+} . i™ma< + . — 
1 tue Gav ot terre 


Ot Lisb - | r ist 
z' 4 Jie ae Be: > 





thou died, thou hadst been here.———-]] 
then my story, for thou huewestit no, Y 


7 

‘ ~ , 4 

ivunGd not my UO i% It 
. 


a 
' 
tear me: 
“From the excess f I y 
— > 
’ ° } > 
‘ ; 
may ul a ue *\ i ’ 3 
* . 
} } } 
4 | > y - 
bsAU behei 4 mv ci CS i 
— } > wn —s | . ¢ 
at the shaking of the ¢ Ft - $a 


"Tis 


tle. ‘tis H 


noment the house fel! in. 
att + ay 1°? » — . ee 

{ cried, ‘ He kills me” For who can tote!! 

deny Him, the Feartui One’? We tcel, wher 


we sin, tuat we cannot: but we stupitv our- 


_ am 22. ca Ss 
“cives,. it had aimost prave ’ m2 Ge i 
, i. . . - 

iot, l Ehew not how | | ‘. 
GiiXieCcy to save MV ili¢ >» av> rOocu . - 

* - 

‘ . ’ ‘ } 

ot God. At length I worked : 
4 a * + . ‘ ; 

a hou; ruins iy Gwe adity | 

. } sa4 , 
Vil Saul out a y acclau l S 
+ S Wr > it hy r = 
ieei Secure I met with ! Ci,*--PeTHaps & 
iow a saint,--her whom I so thought 


seduced to staia her sex with the 


that we stain ours wit! 
she, ° profligate! 


repent, repent, or We are tris 
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Vv are acenstomed to ain at, o 
What is calied religious expe- 
We meet with no strong or 


prominent assertious of doctrinal 


truth; the allusions to their own 
personal demerits are sight and in- 
frequeut: we hear nothing ot any 


remarkable change olf  sentunent 
which occurred tn the Iie of either 
of them; nothing of the strength of 
their corruptions, er the violence of 
their temptations: on the contrary, 
expressions sometimes occur, which 
in this country we should be ready 
to charge as indicative of lemorance 
both ot themselves and the Gospel. 
At the same time, it is evident that 
their hearts were full of religious 
entimeat and devotional feeling. 
They loved God ; they reverenced 
his word : they loved and adored the 
divine Redeemer; they cultivated 
communion with God; they habi- 
tuated themselves to the contempla- 
tion of death and judgment; they 
exercised a temper of cheerful re- 
signation to the will of their heavenly 
Father; they were notonly patient, 
but thankful, in tribulation ; with the 
king of terrors in view, they were 
adle to rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God, 

Let it not be 
this observation 
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supposed, that by 
we mean, mn the 
depreciate the 
accuracy, 
experimentai 
What ap- 


degree, ta 
value either of di 

er of what is termed 
religion. We only state 
pear to be the facts of the case be- 
tore us; and we state them for the 
important purpose of founding upon 
‘oem a om ‘sson of candour and cha- 
rity. We are gene rally too prone to 
consider true re ligion as the exclu- 
ive portion of ‘those who have learnt 
to tienk and speak en the subject in 


trina} 


precisely the same manner with our- 
wives. We are apt, mi our own 
minds, to fix on certain views of evan- 


velies! truth, and on certain modes of 


expressing those truths, as tests of 


and where such 
views and such expressions do not 
cotrade themselves, we are apt to 
undervalue the most wivid manifcs- 
‘alwons Of Christian grace, and per- 


venue rehgion ; 
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haps to regard them as spurious, or 
at least equivocal, ‘ By their fruits 
shall ye know them,” said our bless- 
ed Lord. And as neither the clearest 
doctrinal light, nor the most exact 
delineations of the spiritual life, will 
avail the tmdividual, whose heart is 
not atlected with the one, and whose 
lite does not exemplity the other ; 
so where a mau'’s lite and conduct 
atford satisfactory evidence that love 
to God and Christ, zeal for the di- 
vine glory, and reliance on the di- 
vine power, providence, and grace, 
are the governing principles of his 
heart, we ought not to decide against 
his religious character because he 
may use expressions which we deem 
maccerate. Among the milhens of 
those who are saved, we shall doubt- 
less find thousands, and tens of thou- 
sands, who, without having ev sy- 
stematized their religious creed, or 
reduced the truths they believed into 
the form of syllogisms, have had 
their hearts, nevertheless, warmed 
with fire frum the divine altar; have 
contemplated with delight the grace 
and mercy of their Redeemer; and 
have shared in the holy rapture 
with which angels and archangels, 
and the spirits of the just made per- 
fect, unite their halleluyahs with 
those of the ehureh below, in one 
erand chorus, “to Him who hath 
— us, and washed us from our 
ins in bis own blood.” 

{t would be gratifying, indeed, to 
neither error nor defect in the 
characters with whom we associate, 
or in the books we read; and we 
certainly should have felt far greater 
pleasure in perusing and recom- 
mending the present work, had those 
characters which it holds out to view 
atlorded no room for our present ob- 
servations. But we do not recommend 
it as a work from which to deduce 
our religious creed ; or which is to 
be read without the exercise of our 
judgment: but we recommend i 
as calculated to quicken us in the 
exercise of not a few Christian 


see 


graces ; and as exhibiting an ant- 
matings view of the peace, the con- 
solation, the happiness, which true 
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religion, where its influence is really 
felt, is capable of producing. 


a —— 


The Grounds on which the Church of 
England separated from the Church 
of Rome re-considered, in a View of 
the Romish Doctrine of the Lucha- 
rist, with an Explanation of the 
antepenultimate Answer in the 
Church Catechism. By Sunvurte, 
Bisnor or Duruam. London: 
Rivingtons. 1809. 8vo. pp. 46. 


In our volume for 1807, p. 609, we 
briefly noticed a Charge that had 
been delivered by the Bishop ot 
Durham to the clergy of his diocese, 
in which he warned his flock against 
the errors of the Church of Rome. 
This Charge has produced several 
replies and rejoinders, in which the 
points at issue between that church 
and the Church of England have 
been discussed. In the pamphlet 
before us, the pions and learned 
prelate, with his usual good sense 
and discrimination, vindicates his 
former statement, and considers in 
detail some of those erroneous tenets, 
which, in bis charge, he had cur- 
sorily touched upon. The points 
which he selects for examination are 
not such as it may fairly be made a 
matter of question whether the pa- 
pists maintain or not: they are such 
as they unequivocally assert; such 
as they “ do not reprobate, but de- 
fend.” 

The bishop first produces “ rea- 
sons against the literal meaning of 
maf wee This i is my body,’ ¢ this 

blood.’” In our number for 
(oe last, we inserted a satisfac- 
tory refutation of the Romish error 
on this subject, by Dr. Adam Clarke. 
The bishop produces strong addi- 
tional arguments on the same side ; 
and whoever reads what he has 
written, with a mind open to convic 
tion, must allow, with his lordship, 
that “ every rational view that can 
be taken of the subject militates 
against the literal sense.” He is 
equally successful in producing rea- 
sons against the perpetual miracle, 

Cufust. Onserv, No, 02, 


implied in tue literal sense of the 
words, of changing by the act of 
consecration the bread and wine 
into the real body and blood of 
Christ. The remaining points on 
which his lordship treats, are The 
Adoration of the Host, and the De- 
nial of the ( Up to the L aity. 

The bishop takes occasion, at the 
close of his pamphlet, to answer an 
argument of his opponents, drawn 
from the language of our Church 
Catechism It is affirmed in that 
formulary, that “ the body and blood 
of Christ are verily, and indeed 
taken and received by the faithful 
in the Lord’s Supper.” But, say the 
papists, “to receive that at the 
Lord’s Supper in very truth and 
deed, which is acknow ledged not to 
be there,” is nonsense and paradox. 
To this his lordship replies, that 
“ we acknowledge the spiritual pre- 
sence of Jesus Christ, but we do not 
acknowledge it in any vistb/e trans 
substantiated shape.” Therefore “to 
say that we receive that at the 
Lord’s Supper, in very truth and 
deed, which we acknoi vledge to be 
there—to be there, spiritually, but 
not carnally—is not nonsense, but 
the sound faith of a Christian. We 
believe that we receive spiritually 
at the sacrament that which exists 
there spiritually.” 


« To eat the body of Christ,” continues his 
lordship, “ is an act of the mind, not of the 
body. It is, in its more genera! sense, to 
believe in him, to imbtbe his doctrines, to 
feed on his promises, te digest his precepts, 
and to be in constant union with him and 
bis disciples. There is the saaze relation be- 
tween Clirist and taith, as there is between 
naiural fead and the faculty of eating. 
Christ is our spiritual foo@ ‘ the bread of 
lite;’ and faith is the faculty by which we 
receive that food. To eat bread is to sustain 
the fife that now is; and to believe in Christ 
is to contribute to everlasting life. To be- 
lieve in Christ is theretore to ‘ eat Christ,’ to 
‘live by him,’ to have our spiritual suste- 
wance trom hint, In its particaler apriica- 
tion te the sacrdmient it ts the act of top k- 
img, believing, and meditating an 
especially on his death, and on 
covenant in his blood, with ithe cons 
feelings of hepe and trust 
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mercy. And this spiritual food is verily and faction of seeing (may we long see?) 
nideed taken hy the faithful in the Lord’s in the most distinguished rank 
Supper.” Phe communion ot the body of amon her sons, one who iS not 


Christ by faith, obedience to his 


and ip 
coummand, is in a special manner an act of 
spiritual union with Christ ; 


tor Clhryist SuyS, 
‘he that 


eateth my flesh and drinketh my 
blood dwelleth in me, and I in him. By 
this spiritual union the disciples of Christ 
become the body of Christ: they one 
with Christ, and Christ withthem. But no 
one can thus verily and indeed partake of 
the body and blood of Christ but believers, 
because such participation is altogether an 
vet Of faith. 


must be 


are 


Whatever ts spiritually done 
in faith, We atlrm, there- 

body and blood of Chiist 
are verily and indeed taken and reeeived in 


done 


fore, that * the 


: a4 y bea 
the Lord's Supper,’ because they are spu- 
tually received ; and we say, © received by 
the faithtul,’ because nove but the faithful 


and spiritual are ¢ ipable of partaking of that 
which is spiritual. As the natural man 
knoweth not the things that be of the Spirit 
ot Gud, nor can know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned; so the unspiritual 
and unbelieving, ‘ hover they may car- 
nally press with their teeth the symbol of 
Christ's body, vet in no wise do they partake 
of the body of Christ,’ 
spiritual can be 


because that which is 
: Pe 

oniy spiritually eaten, and 
because that which is a commemorative act 


of belief in Christ can be performed only by 
believers,” 


We have quoted the above pas- 
Sage On account not more of the 
satisfactory vindication it contains of 
one of the tormularies of the Church, 
than of the ey vangelical views 
which it incidenta lly” exhibits. In 
the very first number of our work, 
we were called to EXpress, in strong 
terms, our approbation of the pious 
aad scriptural sentiments of this pre- 
late. We are happy, after a lapse 
of eight years, to have it in our 
power to record the consistent ad- 
herence of his lordship to the same 
eniightened and spiritual yiews 
which then gave occasion to our 
praise; but which even his high situa- 
tion in the Church did not prevent 
sume bigotted admirers of her ex- 
ternal form trom stigmatizing as the 
religion only of quakers and me- 
thodists. idis lordship has happily 
shewn timself superior to such ob- 


eauy: and we have still the satis- 


ashamed to avow himself the cham- 
pion of that spirituality which it 1s 
the great object of all her forms and 
institutions to excite and cherish. 


a 


Sermons on interesting Subjects. Ly 
the late Rev. Rovenr Court Sy 
Minister of the Gospel at Brechin. 
Wath Sketches of his Life. 
Ond dition. London: Longman. 
1808. Svo. p. 402. Price 7s. 6d. 


Some 


Turse sermons are fairly entitled to 
a place in the library of every 
Christian, whether we consider the 
momentous nature of the subjects of 
which they treat, or the manner in 
which those subjects are discussed. 
The volume consists of two sermons 
on * the Unsearchableness of Pro- 
vidence ;” five sermons on “ Va- 
rious Sources of the Christian’s Joy; 

two on “ the Duties of Christian 
Ministers ;” two on “ Self-denial;” 
and single sermons on the following 
topics: “ Christ’s Power to protect 
and bless ;” “the Possessions and 
Privileges of Christians; ” “Christ, 
the Father’s unspeakable Gift;” 
“the Nature and Certainty of the 
Eternal Lite which Christ gives to 
his People;” « Christ, though un- 
seen, an Object of Love and Joy;” 

‘ Fellows hip with the Father and 
with the Sen ;’ and “ Union with 
Christ.” The favovrable impres- 
sion which this rich table of contents 
is calculated to produce, is not 
weakened, but is confirmed and 
strengthened, by an examination of 
the volume. It is full of solid and 
most important instruction, uniform- 
ly drawn from the living fountains ot 
truth and knowledge, and expressed 
with more than usual clearness and 
force. In sermons embracing, like 
those now before us, the grand funda- 
mental verities of the Christian faith, 
and which are, therefore, ‘ of no 
time or place,” we do not expect to 
we look 
for doctrinal accuracy, and 


be surprized by novelties; 
chictly 
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practical effect. ‘The discourses be- 
fore us, however, while they are 
both sound and practical, rise far 
above the common- place productions 
of the dey ; and although they were 
prepared for the press after the 
death of the author, they are neither 
crude nor undigested, but well ar- 
ranged, methodical, and, with a 
few exceptions, tolerably correct, 
The general stvle is vigorous and 
appropriate; the illustrations often 
lively, and well chosen. They appear 
to us to be, upon the whole, too ar- 
gumentative forthe pulpit, at least 
for the English pulpit ; - and unless 
the lower classes | in the northern di- 
vision of our island possess a very 
decided intellectual superiority to 
those in the south, we should fear 
that they must have been above the 
comprehension of a large part of Mr. 
Coutts’s congregation. ‘The same 
circumstance renders them less adapt- 
ed for the family circle than many 
sermons of inferior merit. To per- 
sons of intelligence, however, and 
particularly to “the clergy, we have 
pleasure in strongly recommending 
them. Mr. Coutts has press sed phi- 
losophy into the service of religion ; 
and under the rigid discipline to 
which he has subjected her, she 
proves a most useful handmaid. 

We feel some difficulty in making 
such a selection of passages in sup- 
port of our commendation, as may 
at the same time be consistent with 
our limits, and do justice to the work 
betore us. Those which we have 
selected furnish, as we conceive, a 
fair specimen of the whole. Ourtirst 
extract shall be fromthe sermons on 
‘the Unsearchableness of Provi- 
dence.” 

“Tt is but a small portion of the works, 
either of nature or of providence, which we 
have an opportunity to contemplate. Our 
lite is but for a few years; and the world 
which we inhabit, is but one of the innu- 
merable orbs, which crowd the universe. In 
that life, the events are neither verv nume- 
rous, nor greatly diversitied : of even that 
world, it is but a diminutive spot which we 
vecupy ; but few of its inhabitants that we 
can see, and fewer still with whom we can 
be acquainted. For one in this situation, to 


pretend a capacity to judge of, and to cen- 
sure the providence of God, which reaches to 
all ages aud all nations, and which probably 
comprehends, under one systein, the whole 
of his immense dowinions, bad ‘gTec Of ali- 
surdity ond liupiety, which we would hesi- 
late to ciedit, did it uot fall under actual oly- 
eervation. Figure to yourselves a minute 
insect seated on one ot the many wheels of 
a vast and complicated machine; and you 
have a view of mzn’s situation in the uni- 
verse, Suppose that the insect’s life conti- 
nues only while the wheel moves through one 
of its notches; and say, is it possible that 
such a creature can see enough, either of the 
construction or movement ot the machine, to 
judge ot its end, or of its fitness to attain that 
end? Yet such is the little spot, which, for 2 
little wile, man occupies in the dominions 
ot God. Although, therefore, his intellect 
Were far mure penctrating than it is, and his 
heart tree trom ever y me ral defect , bis <jtua- 
tion aune, indenend manly even of ‘the SNnOTt- 
ness of lis lite, must utterly preclude him 
trom a thorough peiception ot the whole 
plan of Providence. Can he, who peeps 
through the chinks of a shattered wall, per- 
ceive the whole extent of 4 country, the re- 
lative situation of its districts, or the rivers, 
hills, and valleys, which diversify its surface? 
Chained io the bottom of a deep and narrow 
pit, could you tell the number of the stars, 
or describe their courses over the wide ex- 
panse of heaven? Our mind is shut up in 
the body, as in a prison: and it is bu? 
through a few imperfect openmgs, that ex- 
ternal objects are discerned. Henee, of ne 
Céssity, our knowledge is natrowly circum 
scribed ; and hardly extends farther than a 
lew gross matters of fact. Our reasoninz 
consequently can proceed but a litte way ; 
and even there, is liable to almost unavoid 
able detect. Is it possible, then, tha 
providence uf God, of which so simali a por- 
tion comes under our observation, can be 
otherwise than incompreheasible ? This even 
the apostles, enlightened as they were by 
inspiration, acknowledged : ‘We now sec 
through a glass, darkly ; and know only iu 
part.’ ” pp- 2s—se. 

The following passage is taken 
from one of the sermous on the 
Sources of the Christian’s Joy. 


« Christian joy is adapted to every Station 
and condition in life Of temporel enjoy- 
nrents, there is none snited to every charac- 
ter, Case, and situ: itien. hose who are weak 
in memory and judgment, are mastie of 
the pleasure s ot learning. The poor are cut 
he delicacies, from many of the 
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caniorts and conveniences, and 


are often 
pinched as to the necessaries of life; while 
theater poverty, at the same time, precludes 
then, though possessed of mental talents, 
from aceess to books, the storehouses of his- 
tory and of knowledge, whieh might fill up, 
both with imprevement and with mnoceut 
recreation, the intervals of toil. The blind 
have not the satisfaction of beholding the 
arder and the grandeur of the works of God , 
the majestic orbs of heaven above ; and be- 
neath, the earth's ever-varying and ever- 
heau'eous robe. The harmony of sound 
reaches not the ears of the deaf. ‘The ambi- 
tious and the covetous deny themselves the 
pleasures of repose. ‘The indolent and luxu- 
nous know not those of useful and of health- 
ful action. And what joys, short of those 
which come from heaven, can visit the aged, 
the feeble, or the bed-chained sufferet ; in 
whom desire hath failed, and whose every 
sense hath been blunted, unless to pain? To 
these, and to the like, neither alluence nor 
philosophy can say, Come unto me, ye weary 
and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

“ But even to these, spiritual joy is not 
neevssarily a stranger. There is no distance 
to which it cannot travel; no darkness ar 
shadow of death, which it cannot penetrate. 
is the Christian poor? he knows that God 
hath provided for bim the riches of grace and 
glory : and he is satisfied, he is transported 
with the tulmess and validity of his title to a 
tseasure that faileth not, an incorruptible in- 
heritence, a kinedom that cannot be moved. 
Ts he deprived of the pleasures of sense, of 
mest>, sud ot drinks? he tastes the purer and 
sweeter pleasures of the mind: he eats of 
tue hidden manna; he is uourished by the 
he is retreshed by the truits 
ot the Spirit, righteousness, and peace, and 
Is he tossed in a sea of troubles? he 
mas aM anceor within the veil, and his mind 
= calm. 


Breac OF hie: 
OF. 
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Is he under the reproach of men? 
he has the approbation uf God, and the tes- 
‘mony cf a good conscience. In short, there 
»s nO condition in which he cannot obey 
Gud’s law. For if, through absence of health 

r prosperity, he have nut the opportunities 
actuve obedience, he can sutler patiently ; 


4 is the result 


4s \ «61 OUIL of e2ner;r, nho- 
iuere Is no state 
wevent his rejoicing in the provi- 


of Jehovah, while he c 
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juistantly che- 
ungs concerning 

virdow which 
kovms what is best, and bw the goodness 
which always loves him. Faith and hope 
rise 


aif! are adispoced by the 
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ness, cannot be affected by any change in 
the things of time and sense. They are the 
wings, which lift him above the world, to the 
abodes of bliss; or rather, they are the in- 
struments, which bring dowu heaven to his 
soul. Such joy the world cannot give, and 
cannot take away. The rainy may descend, 
the floods beat, and the winds blow, but it 
abides unshaken ; for it is founded on the 
Rock of ayes, the power and faithtulness of 
the Most High. External circumstances, the 
loss of fortune, of fame, of health, do not 
impair it; they rather confirm its exercise, 
aud render its value more sensibly evident,” 
Pp. 14G—- Lad. 

We were particularly pleased 
with the discourses on “ the Du- 
ties of Christian Ministers: and as 
they are calculated to counteract 
some errors which prevail, no less in 
England than in Scotland, we shall 
quote largely from one of them. 
After shewing that to “ preach 
Christ Jesus the Lord” is to have 
respect to him even when discours- 
ig of those subjects in which he is 
not the immediate object of contem- 
plation, he proceeds, by a reference 
to the example of St. Paul in various 
instances, to illustrate this proposi- 
tion. He afterwards addresses two 
opposite descriptions of persons ; 
the one, those who, professing to be 
great advocates for morality, find 
fault with doctrinal discourses; the 
other, those who, in their zeal for 
doctrinal truth, condemn ministers 
who discourse for any length of time 
on duties. To the former he ob- 
serves : 

‘ When ministers establish and illustrate 
the doctrine of ‘ Christ Jesus the Lord,’ with 
the other doctrines connected with that fun- 
damental truth, and press these home on the 
hearts and consciences of their hearers, they 
do not neglect the interests of morality. For 
when the truths revealed in the word of God 
are understood and believed, they must dis- 
pose us to holiness: and good dispositions, 
and obedient lives, are to be considered as 
the effect rather of a belief of the truth, than 
of any direct exbortatious to virtue, however 
powerlul in themselves these may be. For 


what is duty, but an empty name, without 
some motive to its performance? Whatisa 
motive, but some fact of importance to us? 
And what is a doctrine, but a statement of 
such a fact: LButof what avail were the fact 
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or the statement, unless understood and be- 
lieved? When a minister, theretore, esta- 
Liishes and explains the doctrines of the di 
vine word, and especially its fundamental 
truths, such as those which relale to Cheist 
the Saviour and the Lord, he is so far trom 
neglecting tu cntorce he practice of duty, 
that he is employing the only meaus, by 
which it can be effectually secured: he is 
implanting those principles, from which, and 
from which alone, true holiness can pro- 
ceed, 

“Yo those, who censure preachers for 
dwelling on moral subjects, L would next ob- 
serve, that they probably mistake the Serip- 
tural sense of the term doctrine. ‘They un- 
derstand it, and for conveniency’s sake, it is 
commonly employed to denote the truths 
which are the objects of belief, as distin- 


guished from the precepts which are the. 


rules of practice. But in Seripture, it ap- 
plies to both; and is nearly synonymous 
with instruction. ‘Thus, in Pauls directions 
tu Timothy, inmoralities in practice, not 
less than errors in faith, are represented to 
be ‘ contrary to sound doctrine, according to 
the glorious Gospel of the blessed God.’ 
Aud, in his letter to Titus, the several virtues 
eorresponding to the respective ages, sexes, 
and stations of Cliristians, are termed ‘ the 
things, which become sound doctrine,’ 

« Were ministers to dwell constantly on 
articles of faith, what answer could they 
give, if a disciple from the school ef James 
should ask them, ‘ Know ye not that faith, 
if it have not works, Is dead” or were one 
of those, whom Christ led out to Bethany, 
to remind them of his last niyjunctions, ‘ Go 
ye, and teach all nations; teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever [ have comm- 
manded you.’ 

“ Besides, did a minister fill up the whule 
of his preaching, with what are called doc- 
trinal discourses, the effects upon his hearers 
would probably be most unfavourable to the 
ends for which preaching was ordained. 
Many of them, being unaccustomed to have 
the rules, by which their state and character 
are to be tried, urged upon their attention, 
would be apt, from the intiuence of a warm 
imagination, and a heart at all times partial, 
to judge favourably of theinselves, without 
suificient scrutiny, and to say, ‘ Peace, 
Peace, where there was tho peace. They 
would be prone to neglect the cultivation of 
tuany mecessary graces; to be remiss and 
delective in duty; to become zealous oi 
frivolous distinctions, of obscure words and 
phrases ; to mind * the mint, and anise, and 
cummin,’ while they * omitted the weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, iercy, and 





gaith’ Alas! how m ny ere there, who beat 
the Qoctrimes Of grace gladly, as Herod heard 
the pre aching ot the thaytist, yet, like tam, 
remain unchanged, who, like the temporary 
believers ta the parable, receive the word 
with joy, but * Lave no root in themselves.” 
To such, how applicable are the words of Je- 
hovah tu Nzekicl, * They come untu thee as 
my people cometh ; and they sit before thee 
as my people ; and they hear thy words, bar 
they will not do them; for with their mouth 
they shew imuch love, but their heart goeth 
after their covectousness. And io, thou art 
unto them, a3 a very lovely song of one that 
hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on 
un instrument; for they hear thy words, but 
they do them not.’ 

“ There are, again, others, who, did they 
hear nothing trom the pulpit, but abstruse 
doctrinal speculation, would be seized with 
disvust and weariness; would fail into a ha- 
bit ot listlessness and inditference, white they 
attended public ordinances; or perhaps 
mizht be tempted to forsake thein altogether, 
as exercises equally tedious and unprofitable. 
—It is, theretore, of the greatest importance, 
that the iainisters of the Gospel sliould fre- 
quently explain the nature of the duties in- 
cumbent on their hearers, and delineate the 
various graces which ceastitute the Christiaa 
character ; ‘ teaching men that, denying un- 
godiiness and worldly lusts, they should five 
soberly, righteously, and gudiy, i this pre- 
sent world.’ 

«© And let all classes of hearers remem*er, 
that the duty of a minister ts to teach, get 
according to their opinions or wishes, but xs 
Christ and his Spirit taneht. He seldom 
dweit long on either doctrine or @ety #one, 
but blended and intermiiigled thei, so #s to 
make each establish and illustrate the ci her. 
Aud if the preachers of the Gospel pav due 
attention to this divine exainple, They wil 
find that practica! subyects are truitial in to- 
pies for contirming the trath, and proving the 
importance of evangelical doctrines; and 
that doctrinal discourses will afford frequent 
occasion for practical remarks, and furnish 
the most cogent arguments to the study and 


periormance of every duty Dp. 2I3—-—Vuo0. 


+ . al 


There is much just reasoning, as 
x ithe following pas- 


=! 
x 


sage, in which Mr. Coutts endea- 
vours to establish the position that 2 
being, though unseen, may be the 
object of our affections. 


well as feelin 


“ When we read of distant citics swallow 
ed up by earthquakes, or buried under the 


melted bowels of burnire nrovntains, our 
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We hear 


of others exposed to the murderous rage of 


tranquillity is but little disturbed, 


conquering armies ; and though here we feel 
somewhat more interested, yet, afler utter- 
iy one or two melancholy reflections on the 
subject, we hasten to our busmess or our 
vmusements, with as much cheertulness, as 
if no disaster bad taken place. A person, 

1 A retnatle country, is desertbed to ls, in 

general terms, as the most wise aud virtuous 

et mankind, and as withal the most afflicted : 
: yet the description does not perceptibly 
Kindle a single emotion of love, pity, or ad- 
thiration. 

* But do such instances shew that, towards 
persons wiseeu, IUis incompatible with our 
nuture to exercise its affections; and that 
those objects only, which tall under our im- 
mediate Inspection, can attract our regard ? 
No: they only prove that a general account 


is insuflicient deeply to interest us; and 


? 
that, to awaken our aifections, particular 
persons nvust be pointed out, particular facts 
gud incidents must be specitied. ‘The sutfer- 
ings or deliverances, the virtues or vices, the 
wisdom or tolly ot individuals, must be exhi- 
bited, in connexion with appropriate actions 
wid events. Characiers, thus presented in 
combination with their circumstances, come 
within the grasp of the mud; they are ren- 
dered distinct objects of perception, and are 
capable of powertully interesting us. Nay, 
su irresistible is the effect of particular deli- 
nealions upon our hearts, that, m= such 
ases, Ure scenes, even though known to be 

real, do not tail to affect us with lively 
e:motion. In either of the first instances al- 
iuded to above, state a few particulars. Men- 
non by name a husband hastening to the re- 


-. ot his wite, iustead of saving himself by 


night; while she, equally imuattentive to ber 
cwuusatety, is tound dragyving her wearied 


bs along, beneath the burden of her infant 


Zs 
ren, ullabie to escape irom the advanc- 
uigturrents of burning matter, or trom the 
tulcss hands of a terocivus soldiery. Of ihe 
2h Of extraordinary chdowments and suf- 
rings, describe the words, the actions, and 
sarticular calamities. ‘There will then 


ar no necd of actual vision tu interest 


is, and awacen their strongest teel- 


sr and pity, love and liatred, admi- 


’ yd 1s > 
LOrrer, Wil: freiynh ainernate In our 


a i 
& 4944 se 


or . ig 
(A PRUTDS. Laougcn Visibier 


~~ 
’ 
’ 


objects, theretore, 


. ? ¢ . wTse-acicr as iF 
death, iss Ji T3581 3b 


ore readily and more 


-* ® . - ‘ 
Wei i ess b ? ana 


~ 


though frequent personal 


a 


” 


ercoursé makes us retain them more last- 


iv; vet these, aud a thousand other tn- 


aiscS, prove, that the game limpressicis 


alc, Where viswn Cannul be at- 


teed —Let us now apply Uese observa- 
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Subjects. [ Ava. 
with respect to Flim, whona 
though we have not seen him, we profess to 
Are only told in general that 
Christ is our Saviour? Are we barely in- 


tlons to our case 


love, we 
formed that he lived @ season on earth; that 
he died and rose again; that every excel- 
lence adorned his character; and that suf- 
fteriugs manifold and exquisite afflicted his 
soul? No: For then, though we might feel 
some general emotions of admiration and 
gratitude; yet, agrecably to the fixed consti- 
tution of our nature, it were impossible that 
we should love him, or that he should become 
IIe 


that formed us remembers our trame ; and 


the immediate objcet of our atlections. 


has adapted toit the records of Inspiration. 
The Gospels are no general encomiastic rela- 
tion of Christ’s obedience, kindness, power, 
and sufferings. ‘hey afford firm footing to 
the mind's atlections, in the simple details, 
which they afford us, of a vast variety of 
particulars im‘ his demeanour towards God 
and man, in every different situation and 
His conduct im the several! 
relations of human life, in retired imtercourse 
with his chosen disciples, in the company of 
admiring thousands, in the midst of mali- 
cious detractors, and inveterate enemies, is 
distinctly brought in view. He is exhibited 
in situations which are not only conceivable, 
but which have often been experienced by 
us all: and what he did, how he spoke, and 
how he jelt in these, is related with a parti- 
cularity which places him directly before us, 
and brings him not only within the limits of 
human conception, but within the circle of 
human converse. Every heart must feel, in 
the perusal, some degree of emotion: the 
heart of a believer burns within him.—Glo- 
rious the Redeemer indeed appears; but, 
like the sun thinly shaded, he dazzles not by 
excessive brightness. Under a form which 
we can coutemplate and appreciate, he dis- 
covers himself in every character; and in 
every relation, lays himself open to the 
clearest inspection. 


circuinstance. 


‘There are not wanting, 
it is true, such declarations as ascribe to him, 
im the most general terms, a moral excellence 
absolute and perfect. ‘Thus we read, that he 
was ‘* holy, harmless, wideliled, and separate 
from sinners 3’ 

that he 
guile tound 


that he *weut about doing 
good ; ‘did no sin, neither was 
in his mouth: but to rende 
such general assertions more intelligible to 
our understandings, and to make them aflect- 
ing to our hearts, we also read, in a thousand 
particulars, of the sick whom he healed, of 
the disconsolate whom he comforted, of the 
wretched whom 


the dead 
whom he raised, of friends to whom he was 
indissolubly attached, of enemics whom he 


he relieved, of 
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forgave, of ignorance which he instr cted, 

sly nore, of 
sufferings unparelleled which he endured 


perverseness with which he meek 


with periect resignation and fortitude, of pu- 
rity untainted, of 


and heavenly ; above all, of a 
— 


devotion unimterrupted 
; 
VYOIULIATY Sa- 
So : 2 
crifice Oi himself, the offe img ot ume Waid be I 
love.—We are inforiued in genera! that, to 
fOUk 
upon him a near and intimate relation to ints 
people. But we 


manner in which that relation 


* . . ' 
give him the better title to our love, be 


are intormed also of the 
was constl- 
tuted, of the names by which it is expressed, 
and of the characters in which it is displayed: 
and 
so suitable to our wants, as to win affection, 
excite confidence, and fill with joy. We 
read that he took part of our flesh aad of our 
blood ; 
obligations, and exposed himselt to the 
sorrows; that he is our shepherd 
seer, our leader and com: 
our righteousness and 


names so tender, cliaracters so gracious, 


that he subjected himselt to the saine 
SAhue 
and orer- 
mander, the Lord 


our strength, the Cap- 


tain of our salvation, the author and finisher 


of our faith, our intercessoi and advocate, our 


master and our king, Emmanuel, God with 
us, aud, in one word, our Mediator; who, 


by his blood, hath purchased our pardon, 
and by his obedience, hath secured our ac- 
ceptance; who, having borne our griets, and 
carried our sorrows, can be touched with the 
feeling of our infir: 
to succour us In 


nities, and is able, is ready 
every trial.” pp. 334—338. 
That heart must be hard as ruck, which 


ss 


should not feel, and unstable as the ware, 
which should forget, t the kiad ness of a friend, 


though never seen, who received his mort 
wound in its detence. 
hearts, surrounded as we are by so many in- 


viting objects, that years would weaken, i! 


not at length efface the 
kindness such as this. Bi ut let him be sup- 
posed to leave, along with a 


particular relation of his fall, s 
token of it: 


touching and 
me EXpressive 
his portrait, for example, deli- 


neated in the very act of efiecting our deit- 


verance, and receiving the deadly blow 
then, in spite of the wasting power of time, 


xe would live in our remembrance: and the 
trequent contemplation of his 
token, which Chri 


That night 


last attectin 


st left with bis Churelh, on 


in which he was betrayed. He is 
not personally before us, and 
mg, ‘ Behold my hands 


he is saying, 


literally say- 
und my feet; but 


‘This bread is’ 


‘my body, which was broken ter you: this 
eup, of my blood, which was shed fer the 
remission of sins.” And, by taitth. behold me 


ordinance, then, we see Elim, who ‘was with 
God, and was God," fesh, 


here set forth crucified before you —In this 


a we iy 


‘ made 
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ashamed to call us 
see him, 


‘ing Subjects. 


* + a” « ‘ 
2°nOnesy us, and not 


We 


during sutferiags 


brethren.’ stained 
vable, on 


whica 


though un 


vy Sith, eI MiCOnCEI 


beba.!t of a multitude ot trausgres«ors 


number 


no men can > and crying to Fa- 

ther, ‘On me let the sword ot tice fall: 

le ’ tiicse gu their way. W i I im, lth the 
» 

idst of his sorrows, when the attention of 


others would have been absorbed bv them 
selves, mindful of us, and provir ling for our 
ort. Hence we ed, that now 


when his pai: sare , he st 


com are a28Ssul . 
ended 


il} bears to us 


the tenderest affection, end will not leave 
us without direction and support. ‘ For my 
fiesh,’ said he, ‘is meat tideed; and my 
blood is drink indeed.’ Here, therefore, in 


fine, we behold the blessed eth 


e s ; aant net ars » the 3 odes . 
and pends, Im satisiving | > mcetermin S 
me canhal cma thee reactle pen ee 
ViSPes, a ia ppe asine thie rest.éss ZiGeaLbings 
Fé - , > ; +t Ss re oe! 4 ‘ . s 
Oi 0 & sidt if, we tal »2 tL iia se Ui tae sit hiiace- 
. - . 
tion with God, end opening to us a new, a 
on > ? , ’ > Tr ° Fr r. e-- 
brits , ‘ stu . . 4 i’ aia I siissi ; > »4 “ 
. > >, a . . > . - | 
W hile, meen time, the peace wuich the world 
Camnot give, tie gulcence ana contolations 
i las hoy Spin, S€rve al one a3 2 prt pa- 
. ’ . 
tan tr? 1? Vi . -_ . or rr <* 
Fralion tor Our .Wuasters }OV, anc 28 ani €armrest 
~ — 
f oa — sh e+ 7 ° , oes 
GO; GAIT sweets, tail t 1€ a3 oiete recem if ue ot 
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NuUrciiased perssession THI 3.33 —- 5-30) 
tiie percuiasea pesces iOh. PP- IIS >". 


aesirous of 


liars Of the at 


Our readers may be 
knowing some partict 2 
thor of thesesermons. In bis youth 
the affectation of singularity, and 
desire of appearing superior to the 
prejudices of education, had led hi 
to embrace opin: ions of a Socinran 


cast. But having accepted the si- 
on of companion and secretary 


to ” Sir Richard 
Yorks! 


the ¢ ompany 


Johnson. Bart.. ot 
hire, he was thus cut off fron 


Las 


, 


and books which had 
contributed to ensnare him, and for 
some time the only book of 
divinity to which he had 
his Bible. 


? 
almost 
access Was 


He Penampogst It the 


~ 


Scriptures came from God, it was in 
them he ought to look for : theo- 
logical creed, and he resolved to take 
his religion only from them.  Pro- 


Uls- 
many of 
1 he had once 


ceeding ou he soon 
" : 
reg the > 


) 
t pit 


this plan, 

page ee of 
10ns tor WwW hi ct 
keenly argued. l went to Eng- 
land,” said Mr. Coutts, “ with senti- 
ments little dittering from 
the mode rn Soci nians, in all their la- 
By having no other guide 
subsequent ain but the 
and by endeavouring impli- 


Cove 
the 


those of 
tituc e. 
in 6mMmY 
Eble, 





























“ey 


I tearned to think 
now do.’ In the 


minister of Brechin, in which situ- 
ation he continued ull bis death, tn 
June 1803, being then in the 32d 
year of his age. ‘The account which 
ts given by the editor, of his pastoral 
labours and personal piety, are 
highly instructive. In It8O1 he 
married a young lady, a Miss Mac- 
culloch, for w how he had long en- 
tertained an attachment; but symp- 
toms of a consumptive complaint 


month of 
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ently to follow it, 
as | 
December, 1798, he was appointed 


bevyan soon atter toshew themselves, 
l hese gradually increased, till, in 


January 1803, he was obliged en- 
tirely to relinguish his pastoral 
duties. The account of his beha- 


viour during the remaining months 
of his lite, proves the power of reli- 
gion in lis own mind, and cannot 
be read without emotion. We may 
possibly, at some future time, ex- 
tract it for the edification of our 
readers: in the mean time we re- 
commend the perusal of it to those 
who may have access to the work. 








LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 
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GREAT BRITAIN, 

In the press: A new editign of Dr. Ruther- 
ford’s Ancient History; and Dr. Clarke's 
Trave's through Russia, Cri- 
mea, &e. 3 

Preparing for publication: 
Collection ot Travels, trom 
Columbus to the present lime, in 28 vols. ; 
am! a second volume of Caledonia, or an 
Historical and Topographical Account of 
North Britain, by G. Chalmers, Esq. FLRS. 


fartary, the 


A complete 
Voyages and 


i imended bases. 


cross the river near 
> 
, 


at Vauxhall is to 
the turnpike, and 1s to 


hed be one road, with Eaton Street, 


Grosvenor Place, Pimlico, Knightsbridge, &c. 
through Tot! 7 Fields; by another, with 
Brompton, Sloane Street, and Chelse 2; and 
by a third, along Millbank, with W setae. 


. _s will eff 
it is said, wll efiec- 


Powdered charcoal, 


tusllv recover wine which has turned sour. 
tn act of parliament has been passed for 
zthe Surrey sice of the 1 ete? 
4 isc ie drain is to be cut through part of 
La 9 Sr (5 yrce’s Fie! is, pe the Bo- 
I il, throuch which some water from the 
Thames Wiis pass without obstruc ‘ion, ancl 
ate rely all the smaller drains and diteles 
willempty themeciwe-. it wili begin a hulle 


ot .oWw ss est im) ister 
(verse 


avnth Com cunicate wilh tle 


Biidge, pass through 


, Blackiriacs Koad, and will 


sircet 


- 7. | t 
river 2 lilile He 
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land Dock, was opened on the 50th of June, 
for the reception of Joaded ships. 

The quantity of porter brewed by the 
first twelve houses in London, from 5th 


July, 1808, to Sth July, 1809, is as fol- 
lows : 
Barrels. 
Barclay, Perkins, and Co. ---- 205,198* 
Meux, Reid, and Co.---..- «++ 150,105 
Trueman, Hanbury, and Co,-+ 130,846 
Rrown and Parry «--+-+++-» 144,001 
Whitbread and Co, -+++-++++ 100,275 
Felix Calvert and Co.-----++-+ 90,365 
Combe and Co. -+.+--eeee ee 75,551 
Goodwyn and Co, --++-+eee+2 60,236 
Elliott and Co. «+--+. se-ee++ 45,608 
Henry Meux and Co,-+++++++ 40,663 
Tages s6c0 ces 10ssscep Se 
John Calvert and Co,----++++ 39,155 


The great tunnel through the 
called Stanedge, 


lofty hill 
between Hluddersfield and 
Manchester, has been completed. 


ITALY. 

On the 1%th of April, 1808, at one o’cloci. 
in the atternoon, a quantity of meteoric 
tell im the Pieve di 
Casignano, in the department of Taro (for- 
juerly the duchies of Parma and Placentia). 
Tne aie was calin, and the sky serene, but 


with a few ‘Lwo loud explosions 


stones commune of 


i] 
clouds. 


were heard, followed by several less violent, 


iter which several steunes fell. A > farme: 


’ ‘Lhe 


- —> - 





eee ee — — 


reatest quentity ever brewed tn 


one year by one House, 



































1809. } 
who was in the helds, saw one fall about 
filty paces from him, and bury itself in the 
ground. It was burning hot. <A fragment 
of one of these stones is deposited m the 


museum at Paris. 


RUSSIA. 


The minister for the home department has 


communicated to the Lnperial Academy of 


the 
meteoric stone, weighing 


Petersburgh following account of a 
60lbs., that fell 
in the circle of Ichnow, in the government 
of Smolensko. In the atternoon of the 15th 
of March, 1807, a very violent clap of thun- 
der was heard in that district. Two peasants 
im the village of Timochim, being in the 
ficids at the time, say, that at the instant of 
this tremendous report they saw a large 
black stone fall about forty paces trom thei. 
They were stunned tor a tew mi 


brit, 


ove steuet 
olidhsli CS, 
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as soou as they recovered themselves, the 


ran toward the place where the stone fell. 


they could not, however, discover it, as it 


had penetrated so Geep into the On 


a4 7 
now. 


t 
it? ° fot “f* ne | tie 
their report, several per 


j ‘ ‘ weut to thy 
spot, af ! vot out the stone » Winch abo. 
two fect beneath the surtace of the snow. r 


. « ’ P | ‘ mar : / 
vas ot ah ODIONG shape, DiackKish WkKeE Cas? 
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iron, VCTY Smootit On ail parts, 4 OF OFM 
side resembling a cefhn. On its that sur- 
faccs were vet ime ready resé iD o Do ; 
wire Its fracture 4 of am ashen r 


Being convev\ed to the vy 


= ¢ ’ . ‘ — Ww; om 
lCDSKO, a protessor © natural polosepn 


there 


considered it at once 2s 


from the si npie Ouservation of i's bEINgG &Z- 


tremeiy triable, and staining the fingers. 


Lhe partic ‘+s Of which it } comcosed con- 


tain a ereat deal ot lime. anc : syipburic 
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THEOLOGY. 

National Reform; a Sermon preached on 
occasion of the late National rust. 2 
Rev. C. Williams, D.D. 1s. 

The Mystery of the Seven Stars, es em- 
blematical of the Ministers ef the Gospel, 
explained and improved. A Sermon preached 
at the Beptist Monthly Association, in the 
Meeting-house, Little Prescot Street, Good- 
man’s Fields, April 20, 1809. By the Rey. 
Thomas Thomas. 1s. 

The Christian Pastor, a Poem, in three 
hooks. ds. 

A Sermen preached on the Sth of Febru- 
ary, 1809, on occasion of the General Fast, 
at the Parish Church of Loughton, Essex. 
By the Rev. Robert Baynes. 1s. 

Letters en Godly and Religious Sub, 
shewing the Diiterence between true Chri 
tlanity and religious Apostacy. 2 vols. 1 


Os 


An Investigation of the Definition of 
ttiying Faith, the Danmatory Clause under 
which it is entorced, and the Doctrine of a 
Direct Witness of the Spirit. By the Rev 
Melville Horne. 12mo. 4s. 

A Discourse preached in the Episcopal! 
Chapel, Cowzate, Edinburgh, February 9, 
1809, being the Day appeiuted for a Ge- 
Neral Fast. 1s. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

A Treatise on the Breeding and Manage- 
ment ot Sheep. By John Price, G razier, of 
Romney Marsh. 4to. 2. 2s. 
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An Account of the Operations of the Bri- 
tish Army, and of the State and Sentiments 
of the People of Portugal and Spain, during 
the Campaigns of 1808 and9. By the Rev. 
James Wilmot Ormsby, Chaplain on the 
Staif. 2 vols, 8vo. 

An authentic Account of the Battle be- 
tween the Austrian and French Armies, 
commanded by the Archduke Charles and 
Bonaparte, on the 2Qist and 22d of May. 
ts. 6d. 

Narrative of the Campaigns in Portugal 
and Spain, under Generals Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley and Sir John Moore, from the Landing 
of the Troops in Mondego Bay, to the Battle 
of Corunna, accompanied by all the official 
Documents and numerous Engravings trom 
Drawings made on the Spot. By Adam 
Neale, M.D). Physician to the Forces. 4to. 
91, Qs. 

The Principles of Life Assurance explain- 
ed, together with new Plans of Assurance 
and Annuities, adapted to the Prudent of all 
Classes. By the Rock Lite Assurance Com- 
pany. gs, 

Lhe Speech delivered before a Mecting of 





[ Ave. 
the Proprietors of the Gas Light and Coke 
Compeny, held at the City of London Ta- 
vern, the 6th of July, 1809, By Jolin Van 
Voorst, 6d. 

The First Half-yearly Report of the Lon- 
don Society for promoting Christianity among 
the Jews. 

A new Analysis of Chronology. By Wil- 
liam Hales, D.D. Vol. 1. 4to. @l. 2s, 

Letters of the Swedish Court, written 
chiefly in the early Part of the Reign ot 
Gustavus ILf, 12mo. 6s. 

La Divino Commedia di Dante Alighiere. 
With explanatory Notes. By Romualdo 
Zotti, 4 vols. royal 18mo, Yl. 2s. 

‘The Satires of A. Persius Flaccus. Trans- 
lated by the Rev. F. Hewes, ALM. 8vo. 7s. 

Select Idyls, or Pastoral Poems. Trans- 
lated into English Verse, from the German 
of Solomon Gessner. By George Baker, M.A. 
post 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

The Plan of Reform proposed by Sir 
Francis Burdett, correctly reported in Two 
Speeches delivered in Parliament, recom- 
mending an Enquiry into the State of Re- 
presentation. 1s. 
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SOCIETY FOR MISSIONS TO AFRICA AND 
THE EAST. 
Tz annual report of the proceedings of this 
seciety has recently been published. It is 
preceded by a sermon preached before the 
society, on the 25th of May last, by the 
Rev. Lech Richmond, rector of Turvey, in 
which the cause of missions is strenuously 
supported. The text, (“ Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me? He saith unto him, yea, 
Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. He 
saith unto him, feed my sheep,”) is weli 
adapted to prove that love to Christ is the 
genuine spring of missionary exertions ; and 
Mr. Richimond’s elucidation of the subject 
manifests much picty and feeling. The re- 
port which tollows states, that a missionary 
establishinent has at length been formed in 
the Rio Pongas, a river about 90 or 100 
miles north of Sierra Leone, where the mis- 
gionaries have been kindly received by tie 
mative chiefs, as well as by the Kuropean 
traders im the neighbourhood. One of those 
rraders had presented them with a com- 
moucdigus dwelling-place, on condition that 
they should instruct his children. To this 


wiey readiy consented. One of the mis- 


sionaries in the Rio Pongas, Mr. Prasse, had 
been cut off by a fever; another, Mr. 
Nylander, was employed in performing the 
duty of a chaplain in the colony of Sierra 
Leone, where his ministry was both accept- 
able and useful. The remaining two, Mr. 
Renner and Mr. Butscher, resided at Bassi: 

the settlement given them by the trader, and 
were there occupied in instructing a few 
children; the number of whom they expect- 
ed would increase. In the month of June 
last, two other missionaries went from this 
country to join their brethren in Africa. 
Their names are Barneth and Wenzel. This 
Jast was accompanied by his wife. The com- 
mittee have directed, that on the arrival ot 
these missionaries in the Rio Pongas, another 
settlement shall be formed higher up the 
river than Bassia, near the town of a chiet 
called Fantomanee, where a house has al- 
ready been erected for them. ‘They are to 


receive, ai both places, for the purpose of 
education, all the children they can procure, 
and tu connect with this pursuit excursions 
among the neighbouring natives. 

The committee have taken measures to 
procure a copy of an Arabic eet, written by 
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Sabat, of whom an account is given in our 
number for May, p. 318, and entitled, 
© Happy News tor Arabix,” with a view to 
its being printed and circulated among the 
Mohammedans on the western side of Atrica. 
This tract contains, according to Dr. Bu- 
chanan, an clo juent and argumentative elu- 
cidation of the truth of the Gospel, with 
copious authorities, admitted by the Mio- 
hammedans themselves, and particularly by 
the Wahabeans. 

The committee have contributed 3001. ia 
addition to 2001. formerly voted, to the 
ebject of promoting the translations and 
editions of the Scriptures now carrylag on in 
the East. 

We have already mentioned the design 
entertained by this society of forming a set- 
tlement at New Zealand. Two men, one a 
ship-carpenter, aud the other a flax-dresser 
and twine and rope maker, have been ap- 
pointed tor this purpose, to whom it is in 
the contemplation of the committee to add 
athird. They are about to proceed to New 
South Wales, in the same ship in which 
the Rev. Mr. Marsden and his tamily mean 
to return to the colony. Mr. Marsden has 
undertaken to superintend the formation and 


management of the projected settlement, 


which the new governor of New South 
Wales, Mr. Macquarrie, has been instructed 
by his Majesty’s ministers to countenance 
and support. 

At the close of the report, the public are 
called upon for their pecuniary aid ; and the 
clerical friends of the institution are urged 
to obtain congregational collections for its 
support. During the last tou: vears, the 
Rev. Basil Woodd has obtained from his con- 
gregation, for this one object, upwards ¢; 


tou0v!, 
FRANCE. 


A circular mandate of Bonaparte, com- 
manding the bishops to offer up pravers eu 
account of his late victones, contains the 
fullowing extraordinary passage: 

“Yhough cur Lord Jesus Christ sprang 
from the blood of David, he sought no werld- 
ly empire ; on the contrary, he required that 
in concerns of this lite men should ubey 
(wsar. lis great abjec t was, the deliverance 
and salvation of souls. We, tbe inheritors 
ot Casars power, are firmy resolved to 
maintain the independence of our throne, 
wid the inviolability of our rights. We shall 
persevere in the great work of the restoration 


or thew orship ot God: we shau communicate 


to is ministers that re spectability which we 


alone can ¢ 


‘ 


we tnec we shal Osten to their 
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voice in all that concerns spiritual matter¢ 
aud atfairs of conscience. 

“We shall not be drawn aside from the 
great end which we strive to attain, and in 
which we have hitherto succeeded in parte-— 
the restoration of the altars of our divine 
worship; nor suffer ourselves to be per- 
suaded, that these principles, as Greeks, 
English, Protestants, and Calvinists affirm, 
are inconsistent with the independence of 
thrones and nations. God has enlightened 
us Enough to remove such errors far from es. 
Our subjects eutertam no such fear.” 

it isnot easy to fathom the designs of this 
nirver. Itappears by the journals of Rome, 
that 4 variety of decrees have been issued 
by tue government which he has substituted 
for that of the pope. One of these abolishes 
the tribunal of the inquisition, 
establishments attached tu it. 


and all the 
by another 
decree, a great number of especial tribunals 
are also abolished, as well as every temporat 
jurisdiction hitherto possessed by theclergy, 
All 


os é 
Lhe right ot asvium ex 


secular and regular, clerical privileges 


} 
are annulled. ists mo 
longer ; iil consequence, the authors or ac 


complices of crimes will no longer be shelter- 


ed trom the punishment of the |2: { ues 


establishment is wade of jusiices Of the 


, - a 
peace, &c. all ot whem «afe nominated . 
the ci Peres, By athird decree 2 committee 


is appointed for the preservation ot 
ancient Inodery wWOUUmeU!S of 
and the Roman states. 


anu 
Ahis commuttee is 
particularly charged to take precautions tur 
preserving the cupola of St. Peter 
ning ; and the paintings of Raphael, 
are on the loggi ot the \ etican, trom injuries 


aiising trom the alr, 


[hese important changes im the 2¢rurci- 
stration ot the papal domumioms, had they 


been effected by any other power than that 


of Bonaparte, would have been contemplated 
with satistaction Dy every friend to Lumar 


ty; and even under the circu 
" —— ? ~TT be 
have led to their accumplishment, we oug’: 


mxtances wiih 


pot to overlook the benefts they are calcu- 


lated to confer e 
Thev serve te convince us that the Almivnt. 


the mass of the populetien 


is employing this great Cestroyer as ab 


= . : = 
strument ot his will; and we May Ekle. 


that, whep he has answered his destinies 
purpose, the obstacle which his power and 
protligacy present to the exteusion of true 
religien will also he removed by the tis ine 
fiet 

The pope is saci to have protested nu 


} : } >» 93 mr r,. ° 
stre .2Ousiy agaist the Usurpac 


parte, and to have Gdeciared them null and 
void; and to have evea procetged ty pr 
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nounce upon him sentence of excommunica- 


tion, Pocuments, purporting to be his pro 
t and exconimunicatory decree, have ap- 





(Aue. 


but we entertain 
a doubt of their authenticity. 


peared in the riew PAPETs 5 
If genuine, 
they are not the less ere bruta fulmina, 
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} lant achievements of our ceuntry- 


He gal 
men, which we are this month ealled upon 
to record, however distressing some of the 


circumstences may be which have attended 


them, cannot but be yvratifying to every 
Hritish heart. ‘Lhey excite our admiration : 


they demand our gratitude; they no less 


awaken our sympathy, while we contem- 
plate the suiferimgs and privations of our 
brave soldiers, and the anecuish which at this 
moment is wringing many a widowed and 
rpuan heart. 


. 


May He who is the orphan’s 


u 


tay, and the wilow’s shield, assuage their 


grieis, and grant unto them comforts trom 
heaven, which may abundantly countervail 


the blessinys thev have lost! And while the 
work of death is rapidly proceeding in our 
armies, may those who compose them be 


led to think of their latter end, and to pre- 


pare tor it! 
It appears by letters from Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley, that his army having efected a junce- 


that of 


. > te. ert « 
force is stated at 


tion with General Cuesta, whase 


38,000 men, advanced to- 
—— 
Wat ss 


Madrid, and on the 22d of July came 
within sight of the French arny at Talavera 
de la Reyna. On the 23d it was General 
Wellesley’s imtention to attack the ene, 


Povid 
; 


Cuesta ‘ruled his purpose, and de- 
d that the attack micht be deferred till 
2ith. Butin the mean time the enemy 
red, in order to form a junction with an- 
oiler corvus that was advencing. At this 


time our army appears to have been in great 
distress, both tur the means ef ransport and 
for the necessaries of lite Sir Arthur, in 
iis dispatch of the 2tih of July, declares, 
: t 1S waits are 


toplied, he will not, 


cannot, continue Sick- 


his operations. 


boouurea, had begun to make 
iderabl+ progress among the British 
roous. A march through Spain, in the 
of July, could nu: tal, under any 

‘ , Ces, lo proauce mus it CisCase > but 


wow ! t effects ol ciimate were added 
Manly Suptisteice aind insuincient 

' 1 
i 2000, the ei) would tiaturally be 


greatly averavated, We cannot but regard 
this state of things as supplying a strong ad- 
ditional proof, if auy were wanting, of the 
impossibility of rendering effectual aid to 
the Spaniards, until they are cither bette: 
governed, or more cordially disposed to ex. 
eruon. A friendly army, relying on as- 
surances of an abundant supply, presses 
forward into the heart of their country, 
with the view of achieving their deliverance : 
at the very moment it comes in sight of the 
enemy, it finds its efforts completely para- 
lysed by the opprobrious neglect of those 
for whose sake it has exposed itself to hazard, 
But to-this painful subject we shall probably 
have occasion again to recur. 

While our army was still in the state of 
destitution which we have described, the 
French, who had, by falling back, concen- 
trated their force, (now amounting to between 
40,000 and 50,000 men, commanded by 
Joseph Bonaparte in person, assisted by 
Jourdan, Victor, and Sebastiani) began again 
to advance, and on the 26th came into con- 
tact with the allied army. ‘The Spanish part 
of it, which had made a forward movement, 
was driven back across the Albeiché, and 
took post on the right of our army at Ta- 
lavera de la Reyna. On the evening of the 
27th, a vigorous attack was made on a part 
of our the continued 
the combatants. Ai 
daybreak in the morning of tue 28th it was 
The French directed its 
whole torce against the British, without pay- 


army, and contest 


til night separated 
renewed, ary 
ing any regard to the Spanish troops, whon 
doubtless they relied on putting to the rout, 
it once they 
the British. 


could make an impression on 
The contest thus became very 
unegual, as the British army did not exceed 
halt the 
however, most gloriously maintained on our 
part, the the 
repulsed at all points, with a loss which is 
calculated at 19,000 meu. The fate of the 


ve been decided by the 


number of the enemy. It was, 


and in end French were 


harttle Appears to bi 
bayonet 


fieiit the 


and throughout the whole of the 


valour and steadimess of out troops 


aligost ‘ry yanmmplecd 
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Our 


officers, 


lus? was very severe: 2 genera 
2 lieutenant-colonels, major, 7 


captains, 19 ubalterne, 


“ra! 


1 
and about 770 non- 


privat 


general otlcers, 10 lieutenant-co 


commissioned — office and 
killed ; 


lonels, 12 


rerns, and 


es, were 
\uajors, subal- 
5718 
id privates, wounded eS 
644 
nd privates, missing : 
Though 
repulsed, 


53 captains, 111 


non-commissioned Officers 


captains, 4 subal- 


ierns, and Nnou-comimisstoned OuICeTSs 


ini abl 5367. 


the encuiy were thus bravely 


our army was not in a condition 
oe 


tu pursue ifs advantages. It was joined on 


the succeeding day by some tresh troops; 


but its wants were su urgent, as to render 


an advance impracticable. Indep ndently 


Vi tis ( 


ircuistance, it soon became a matter 


of imperious necessity to make a retrovrade, 


instead of a forward, movement; for im- 
mediately after the battle 


ched the 


ot Palavera tidings 
' ’ 
tha Ocul, Ney, 


allied army 


Mortier had advanced with their corps 
(which we had previously beeu taught to 


belie ve were not in a stute of elficienc, ), SO 


as to have almost reached the rear of oucar 
and that they had destroyed one of the! 
onthe Tdgus. No tine 
lost. By a 


gained the 


was there! 
rapid march the ailied 
remaiming bridge, over whici 
they were safely conveyed ; and on the 7th 
instant they had reached a plaice named De- 
leitosa, about forty miles south trom Talavera. 
‘The most distressing part of this vccurrence 
is the necessity unter which Sir Arthur found 
himself, from the want of means of con- 
eyance, to leave all His sick and wounded 
—— him, and they are srefore In 
the hands of the French. 


to i heve 


nuw the 
Supplies are 
at lenvth reached his almost 


said 
famished 
torces. 

‘The main army of the French, since it 


supposed to 


been strengthened, is 
about 69,000 
cainpaign, we 
very prublematical. 

We are unwilling to 


thus 


amount to mel: and tule 


issue Of the tear, is no jonget 


a 
SSlo 


quit this distre 
subject without recurring to 
betore ventured to state, respecth 


ulility of all the ex: 


[ree Sp ain trom the yoke o! 


the Spaniards continue supine 


what we have 
i? the in- 
‘tions we can make to 
Bonaparte, while 
and mactive 

while they ure me 


Had they 


their own liberation, could 


to use bis Mi iyes ty’> words, 


true to themselves. been realy 


bent on effecting 


they, after the experience of the former 


year, with a » pulation of tea niidlions, have 
more th 


sutfered an army ot not an OO, or 


70,000 Frenehinen, with dilapidate 1 re- 
sources, to maiatain themselves ia Spain for 
aO MRANYy wonths, whe lL OV the pressnce us 
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an English army wed the op- 


, they Were 
portunity of cutophe tely their 
Or could thev suffered that 


army to become imethic 


~ $28 WU 


ale 
Orgdaluziiig 


t{Aere ¢ 


£ ’ 
sie 
attoe 


ha ve 


\ 
1isti emt from 2a 
want of thee ‘means Of conveyance 
istence ? The thi: ie } 


SUCCESS of tne 


and sub- 
aunt the 


™ 5 Pe 
+44 UD sle r4 


Spanish Cause therctore, we 
For MNIthe *p 


wee Is ho ypeless. iT wards Na ive 


been hardly able to maintain tl -" round 


during the present year, while Bonaperte’s 


attention Iras been engrossed by the Au 
trial war what rational ground is there 


to hope that they will be able 
against him, when 


to make head 
i ne able to me ‘ch 
his troops from the Danube into Spain 7-—We 


he sha 


would also recur, for one moment, to an oh- 
servation which we ventu 
last 

mst 


red to in our 


MAaAn€ 


number, on the disadvaniage which 


attend the operations of our armies, 


when brozen, as they have Deen, into tragz- 


‘ j " , .* 
Mei.ts. Had our wiicie QGisposeadie furee 
a ee ‘ = winch, _ 
been directed tou Soa, whee bouap- A438 
as ‘ _ 
fully occ nt Datube, we mieht, ere 
tits, har t entir . sence ot 
j ; av & aA i ~ ai " cc ‘ - 
me SOT ifs etc i iment in 
+ at a age ial 
4 cas < Ut s .* 4 s 
On’ ive » Wi ess ti iu =S Wei try 
o! ' 
US, De ; aie © it Cisse 
. 
os * > b 
} Pai ) > U } no f ‘ = £ s 
‘ 
Occurred to vive ave Lito Cw pes, 
ry P . , ¢ _ —— ; 
lte ac “ac I / 7112, Ma S, sas DEEN so 
vé i}. ; ole srt * 4 ’ ry: rT rege > aryeray fa a? 
Vasiaiiti’s CuULIizic. ry chat iikifec eGilid, Clicks 
= ° » 
oa a . 2 } > " + > oe my 
their iaine emu e* tual OF SITAGCwza 
> aS whe —T ; : 
But these insulated its of heroism, how- 


ever acdanirable, can seve no effect 


tinal issue of the war, wiuie ithe muss of the 


~ * . 
some : 7 ; : 
population is torpid, ainl the governinent is 
- . s 
= ane a? y= Pn > om _ 
weak and vacillatmg. The otticiel account 
given by General Blake ot the defes ich 
4ik UU ,asf ] i Ia we > ate e: ive 
3k 4 ned po VE NUM. a > 4x 
whote of rs army turned their Backs ~e 


enemy beliore 2 § hot nad Deen hrea, 4m ips 
utmost 


their t 


irr - > "< sé; - t . cane 
etiorts were UNnavauinz fo prevent 
. 


Imulituous retreat, when, if 


stood, there was the ftadirest pruspect 
. . 


— +s — < . ——S ~ » 
cess. What can be hoped tor under such 
CIreU Mstai ces? 


Ca- 


diz on the verv dav on which the news of 
the vic vy ot balavera reached that place. 
Aluch was to have been expected at an ear- 
ier period trom his lordship’s talents. The 


day, we tear, fey past. Nothmeg but the 


; ’ ? . *\ . ; pd 
enewal of hostilities between the Austrians 
and the Fiench is likeiy long to protract the 


conquest of Spain Another char 


. wpe 


ce would 
— o hs a 


attorced, m that case, to the 


eS 4 > - 

oes > ’ ° . . 

Spaniards, of whicd tt ts passible thev mneht 
. > . 


~ 
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be prevailed upon to avail themselves. But 
we should be inexcusable, after what we have 
witnessed, to count on their displaying the 
vigour and perseverance which the occasion 
demands from them. As to the state of 
things on the Danube, no certain informa- 
tion has as yet reached this country. It is 
currently reported, that the Austrians have 
siomifed their intention to put an end to the 
armistice, and that they are actively prepar- 
mg for another strugele. We will not pre- 
tend to say what degree of credit ts due to 
this report; or to another, which states the 
Archduke Charles to have resigned the com- 
mand of the Austrian armies to prince John 
et Lichtenstein, The Archduke is said tobe 
blamed (we cannot help thinking, justly) for 
having failed to pursne the advantages ob- 
tained over the French in the battle of As- 
pern. A few days must disclose what is the 
real state of affairs in’ this quarter. 

The Duke of Brunswick Oecls, atter strug- 
gling for some time against the Westphalian 
troops, was forced to retreat to Cuxhaven 
with the remains of his force, amounting to 
nearly 2000 men. ‘They were there receiv- 
ed into English ships, and have been con- 
veyed, along with his Highness, to this 
country, 

The expedition from this country under 
Lord Chatham, etiected a landing in the 
island of Walcheren on the Jast days of July, 
and in the course of two days the whole of 
the island was in our possession, with the ex- 
ception of Flushing. The siege of that place 
was immediately undertaken, and, notwith- 
standing the largeness of our foree, the gar- 
rison held out until, by means of the bom- 
bardment from the batteries on shore, and 
from the ships ef war which invested it on 


the sea side, the town was reduced to ruims 


and on the point of bemg stormed. 


The capitulation did not take place till the 


15thinst. During the progiess of the siege, 
our troops distinguished themselves by their 
Intrepid efforts both in repelling the sorties 
ot the enemy, and in carrying on their own ap- 
proaches. he fire is said to have been tre- 
mendous. Lhe garrison, amounting to about 
5000 men, became prisoners of war, About 
2000 men had previously been made pri- 
soners in other parts of the island. The 
total loss incurred by us, in the reduction of 
Walcheren, has amounted to 88 men killed, 
372 wounded, and 34 missing. 

Besides Walcheren, the islands of South 
Beveland, Schawen, and Duiveland, have 
been completely taken possession of by our 
forces, with litthke or no resistance. What 
will be the ulterior operations of our ariny, is 
as yet uncertain, The attack of Lillo and 
Antwerp, with a view to the desiruction of 
the large naval force stationed in the Scheldt, 
is probably its more i:miuediate object; but 
the success of thisenterprize must depend on 
the force which the Freacn may have been 
able, during the siege of Flushing, to collect 
on the benks of the Scheldt. And whether 
our operations are there to end, will also pro- 
hably depend on the renewal of hostilities 
between the French and Austrians. 


AMERICA, 

The news of the non-ratification, by our 
government, of the preliminary arrangements 
made by Mr, Erskine with the American se- 
cretary of state, had reached America, and 
occasioned no small agitation. It is to be 
hoped, however, that the points in dispute 
will be amicably adjusted. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


THE notice we have taken of the parliamen- 
tary Investigation respecting the Duke of 
York, as well as of the desigus and proceed- 
ings of our leading reformers, makes it in- 
cambent on us advert to some recent occur- 
rences, nearly affecting the character and 
credit of some of t ese men, and bearing in 
some degree ou the investigation to which we 
navealluded. Afterall! thai had taken place, 
t was with emotions of considerable surprize 
inat we Jeaurnt that au action had been 
prowch, against Colonel Wardle by a Mr. 
Wright, an upholsterer, for the expense of 
fornishing Mrs. Clarke's house in Westbouri: 


Piace, tor which, it was alleved, he had nade 


mneelf responsible. The Attorney General, 
wo was counsel fur tlre plaintit ln this 
25", cer yey. triat * there ip £°) LaDy 


; 
« ~ 


moment in the life of most men, which, it 
duly seized and employed, raises them to 
notoriety, and distinguishes them above their 
fellows. And this happy moment,” added 
he, “ this golden opportunity, has just hap- 
pened to Colonel Wardle. Every ballad 
and every wall, every shop and every garret, 
has his name or his picture: he lives in 
ehalk and gingerbread; and shall con- 
tinue to live, till some other mighty popular 
hero shall in his turn come in tor the huzzas 
of the multitude,” 

out, to take leave of the Speech of the 
counsel, #e shall state the evidence of Mrs, 
Clarke, and of a brother of the planuil, the 


only withesses hil thie Cause, 


Mrs. Clarke declared in her evidence, that, 


towards the end of last vear, she had tahen es 
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house in Westbourne Place, and “ had seve- 
ral conversations with Colonel Wardle about 
the furnishing it ;” that she told Mr. Wright, 
who was unwilling to trust her on account of 


her alieady owing him “ a tew hundreds,” 
that “ she had a triend who, she believed, 
would furnish it.” The friend she had in 
view was Mr. Wardle, who protnised to assist 
her, on condition that she gave him every il- 
formation in her power, and assisted in the 
investigation ; in return for which, le was to 
furnish the house. She speaks of her dis- 
tress at the period in question, and says that 
Colonel Wardle knew it; that he also knew 
other things, in which she was indebted to 
Mr. Wright: and she takes occasion to re- 
mark, that he (Colonel Wardle) desired hin 
(Mr. Wright) to bring an action aguinst the 
person whom he conceived ought to have 
pail that bill, doubtless meaning the Duke 
of York. Indeed (says Mrs. Clarke ), he pro- 
mised to Mr. Wright, if he lost the cause, 
that he would pay his costs for him. Colo- 
nel Wardle afterwards accompanied her to 
Mr. Wright's, to assure him of his (Colonel 
Wardle’s) personal responsibility. Mr. 
Wright being ill, Mr. Daniel Wright, the 
brother, attended ; to whom slie said, ® that 
is the gentleman who is to furnish my house.” 
Colonel Wardle heard her say so, and was 
silent. That, indeed, she said, was the ex- 
press purpose tor which he went. They 
looked over the furniture; and when she 
went to speak to Mr. Wright, who was ill, 
Colonel Wardle remained choosing sume of 
the things. He atterwards, she said, was 
constantly in every room im the louse, and 
sometimes sent back expensive things, when 
he thought they were superfluous. She de- 
clared that Col. Wardle said, in the presence 
of Major Dodd, that Mr. Wright would not 
be so easy in sending in things, only that he 
knew who was to pay for them. Being some 
time aiter pressed by Mr. Wright tor money, 
she applied to Colonel Wardle: the Colonel 
said he had it not just immediately, but 
would consult a triend about it. It was some 
time before he was prepared. Ile then 
brought her a bill, and told her he had seut 
a gentleman (Colonel Glennie) to satisty Mr. 
Wright’s mind that he should have a proper 
bill. Some time after this, the bill was given, 
Colonel Wardle said it was improper for his 
name to be seen, as the investigation against 
the Duke of York was shortly to commence. 
She further spoke of her taking a journey 
with the Colonel in November, the whole 
party consisting of Colonel Wardle, Colonel 
Glennie, Major Dodd, and herself; and 
mentions her having received occasional suis 
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of Colonel Wardle, he usually lending her 
fiity pounds at atime. She added, “I did 
not understand that I ever 


was to Tr “pay 
him.’ 


She seemed to admit, in her cross ex- 
amination, that a letter was written by her 
authority, threatening to expose Culunel 
Wardle, uuless he gave her one thousend 
pounds: and there is also au appearance of 
prevarication in a subsequent part of her 
evidence, which part, however, is not 


10. Vergy 
relevant. 


The evidence of Mr. Wright confirmed 
that of Mrs. Clarke, particularly as tu the 
very inaterial potut of Colonel Wardle mak- 
iny himselt responsible tor the furniture. 

The jury, atter an absence of about two 
hours, gave a verdict tur the planttif jor the 
upholdery goods, amounting tu jourtecn vi 
litteen hundred pounds. 

Colonel Wardle soon atterwards sent « 
letter to many of the public prints, in whicl: 
he impugned the decision of the jury as un- 
warranted, aud blamed his counsel tor not 


havirg 


permitted bin to bring torward evi- 


dence which would have rebutted that of 
Mrs. Clarke ang Sir. D. Wright, both of 


whom he directly charged with perjury, 
pledging himself to make good his charge in 
the course of next term. 

‘To this letter Mrs. Clarke has replied, 
strongly re-ailirming the truth of her state. 
ment. 

We shall not now enter into the question, 
how tar a doubt may be raised respecting 
the truth of that evidence, both ot Mrs 
Clarke and Mr. Wright, on which the jury 
liave given their verdict, simce this is a su 


ject which we shall be able to discuss with 
| 


“ , ' 
Tore advuntace when Mr. Wardle s ‘ 


Po. 
ehaat. lia Ve 


fulfilled his promise. We canuct, howeve:, 


reiraim irom remarking on the attempts 


which have been made im sume quarters (we 


allude particwarly to the speah of Ny 


Waithinan in ihe common counch, aud the 
periudical work of Mir. Cobbett) to pailiate, 
if et to justity, the act of secreily promising 


to a withess a large pecuniary reward for the 


testimony to be given ; an act, as we con- 


ceive, utterly indefensible, anu icousistent 


with the plaimest principles of justice, It 
has been pleaded, that some of our laws 
(such laws, however, are Open to ofection, 


and are not a little complaincd ot by some 
parties among us) give to informers an in- 
terest on the side oi the evidence w hich they 
deliver, by athoiding hem) Sout part ut the 
penalty altel conviction; and that Colonel 
Wardle unised to Mrs 
Clarke what the legislature promises to other 


thereture <¢ nly | 


iblurmers 


° , > | , . 
Bat uo shentd be remembered, 





























: 


536 Great Britain...Colonel Wardie and Mrs. Clarke. (Ave. 


that those who are encourayed to become 


moforimers by the law, deliver their evidence 
under « bias whieh is well kuown to the 
court, and to the pory; and that due allow- 
ance is made for this circumstance. What, 
on the other hand, has been the ease with 
Mrs. Clarke Much pains have been iaken 
to convince the publhre that (loloncl Wardle 
exereed no particular iniinence over her. 
She scometunes affected to come torward as a 
reluctant evidence. Colonel Wardle was 
carctul not to comniumnecate too freely with 
her during the triel He also studiously en- 
deavoured to prove, that he did not promote 
her views in the manner which she had re- 
presented, by exerting his influence m= fa- 
vour of her friends with Ins acquaintance 
who were members of parliament; and yet 
it how appears (supposing the evidence on 
this cause to be true) that she had a deep 
pecuniary intiuence utterly unknown to par- 
liament, but known to Colonel Wardle, 
created by Colonel Wardle, and cautiously 
concealed by him, on the side of the testi- 
mony which she was giving. 

bhere is another important consideration. 
If it be true that Colonel Wardle engaged 
10 pay her many huadred peunds as the 
price of her evidence (a point on which, 
though proved betore a jury, we are willing, 
m some degree, to suspend our judgment 
until the threatened prosecution shall take 
place), out of what fun) were all those hun- 
dred pounds to come? Out of the pocket of 
Colonel Wardle? Surely this gentleman, 
who has a large family, and is understood 
to be not very opulent, cannot be supposed 
to supply the sum himselt! Here is then a 

ivstery to be explained ; here is a ground 
vt suspicion which ts truly serious. In the 
cause of a penalty cranted by law, the reward 
is supplied by the convicted person, and the 
whele subject is intelligible. 

Bat let this matter issue as it may, the re- 
sult, though by no means likely to clear the 
Duke of Lork, can hardly tail to operate to 
he discredit ot those who would allow no 
younds tu be set to the measure of their 
accusations against his Royal Highness. 
Hither Mrs. Clarke perjured herself in this 
lest trral, or she didnot. If she has perjured 
wrself, then she was (what we have always 
represented her to be) a witness on whose 
evidence, except when supported by other 
testimony, scarcely ahy reliance ouglit to be 
paced. Then Mr. Perceval was not far 
trum right im his observation, that we 
ougnt net even to whip a dog on such evi- 
deuce. But did Mr. Wardle thus charac- 
ferise her testumony’ Ile certainly leant 


much uponit, Lle rested the strongest part 
of lis charges on the testimony of a woman, 
whom we are now assuming to be capable of 
downright perjury. Indeed, the whole proof 
that the Duke knew that Mis. Clarke took 
money, stands upon her word, with the ex- 
ception ouly of that one dubjous saying of 
Miss Taylor (hersell, by the way, the partial 
and familiar friend of this same Mis. Clarke ), 
“ How does he (Colonel French) behave 
tu you, darling ?”—~an expression which, we 
repeat, is far from clearly implying that the 
Duke knew that Colonel French gave money 
tothe Duke's mistress. Let us suppose Mrs. 
Clarke sent to Newyate for her perjury on 
this receut trial, Is it not obvious, that 
something will be to be deducted trom the 
weight of that part of the public prejudice 
against the Duke which arose out of the tes- 
timony of thiswoman? Will the mob, which 
shewed a disposition to huzza her towards the 
conclusion of the trial, huzza her still? Will 
they continue to canonize her, when they find 
that their saint is clapped into Newgate? 
Ouchtit not then to be admitted, supposing 
this courtezan to come under the protection 
of the ketper of a gaol, that those whx 
echoed her epinions probably went a little 
too far, and that some part of their judgment 
on the case ought to be retracied ? 

Hut suppose the other alternative; namely, 
that Colone! Wardle tails in bis attempt to 
discredit her testiniony ; even then, however, 
she is a bribed withess, and Colonel Wardle 
is guiliy of having bribed her. She has 
given an evidence against the Doke; which 
was made to pass tor voluntary ai the time, 
but which it is now compleiely proved that 
she had a strong pecuniary Interest in giving, 
What ifit should happen, ia the course of 
some future trial, to be shewn, that in the 
case of the trial of Mr. Horne Tooke, of Mr. 
Frost, or any of those persons who were sent 
to Detany Bay for seditious practices, the go- 
vernment had secretly bribed, by a promise 
of some hundred pounds, one of their prin- 
cipal witnesses. Are we sure that the same 
persons who now justity the act which they 
suspect to have been dene by Colonel War- 
die, would come forward and justify the go- 
vernment? But Colonel Waidle, it seems, 
was carried away by his zeal. We should 
like to know how far this same zeal ot his 
has carried him. May he not have bribed 
Miss Taylor also? May not many other 
witnesses have had certain promises, or at 
least certain halt promises, made to them? 

On the whole, then, it is evident that Mr. 
Wardle is in the very horns of a dilemma, 


and that, on every supposition, a partial tri- 
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jung on her corrupt trafic in army promo- 
lions; and in proportion iv the irési proois 


afforded of her iniquity, was the public danger 
arising fiom his connection with her. 

The Corporation of London, having almost 
unanimously thanked Colonel Wardle ior 
the leading part he took in the aifair oi the 
Duke of York, the Common Council was 
lately called together tor the purpose of ur- 
thanking him, on the ground of the ttl 


which we have been considering. ihe indivi- 


dual who was expected to take the lead was, 
however, absent trom the debate: his luien- 
tions were most obscurely explained, and the 
hh not by 


issue was a iurther tri inph (thou 
[0 creat a Ina jOrily as before) to the vivient 
anti-ministertal party. 


Another action ut law, instituted azaiust 
Mr. Cobbett by his own servant, for an as- 


‘eu 


sault and talse imprisonment, deserves notice 
i a te 

On the presumption that the eviderice las been 
¥ yrrecuy stated, this bold Ceclaimer against 


the vices of the great and the tyranuv and 


eorruplion ot the governinent, stanas Cone 


victed of adegree of intemperance, and even 


oppression, towards the con Pate wich, 

we trust, is rarely witnesses lc 

lite. His language, as it a} 

minutes Ol evidence takell ol 

exceeds the ordinary rate ot 

gar protaneness among persons 

lite; and proves undeniably, that, whateve 
J 


there 1s an urgent necessity teri? in ls own 
ease. We trust he will be convinces of this, 


celt-reicrmation, betore he thinks hinselt 
qualified to take the lead iu 
public reform. 

Dr. Cleaver, the bishop ot Fer 
Lord Robert Tottenham, bishop of ini! iloe, 
has been removed to the sce of Ferns; and 
the vacant bishopric is filled by the Hon 
Percy Jocelyn. 

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE 


nominated to the archbishopri ‘ er n: 


In consequence of some insinuations which 
were thrown out by Lord Cochrane against 
his conduct while employed in the com- 
mand of the Channe! fleet in Basque Reads, 


Cyrist., Opseanvy. No. 92. 
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expressed, the deepest sorrow (and his re. ' 


necessaries of lite. 
over public-houses. 
vrets were not always unavailing) at the ir- 


recularities and excesses which occurred ip 
those places, and especially on Sunday eve 
ings. Many nights of broken rest did he 
pass, occupied with reflections on the depra- 
vity, blindness, and madness of sinners, who 
were treasuring up to themselves ‘ wrath 


against the day of wrath;” while they de. 
spised or neglected all his warnings; his 
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he had, in common with all the servants of 
God, the corruption and infirmities of our 
mature. He acknowledged to me in the 
etrongest terms, on the Sunday preceding 
his death, his sinfulness and unworthiness. 
Int ‘he fought a good fight, and now has 


The tears of numerous 
spectators, as well as of those who carried 
hin to the yrave, testified the love and 
veneration they had for him. All seemed to 
say —men, women, and children, indivi- 
dually —‘ Let me die the death of this righ- 
toous man, and let my last end be like his.” 


finished his course.’ 


Lady of Lieutenant-Colone]l Charles Fraser, 
of Southend, near Bromley, Kent. The 
memory of this amiable woman will be ho- 
noured by all who had the privilege of 
knowing her. She returned with her family 
from India about three years ago; but she 
did not mix much in public life, either 
abvoad or at home, being occupied with the 
duties of a mother in the bosom of a large 
Jamily, where alone she wished to be found. 
Mrs. Fraser died in the 43d year ot her age, 
a few days atter the birth of her last child, 
leaving a numerous offspring to bewail her 


loss. 








On the ist of August died, Mrs. Fraser, 











ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. a | 


Hav B. K. deferred his complaint for a day or two longer, he would probably have found 
it unnecessary to prefer it. We are sorry that it is not compatible with our ideas of 
Christian responsibility to pursue the plan which he recommends, of adopting Mr, Ed- 
wards’s notions fully.” W1 hatever title Mr, Edwards may have to the veneration of the 
Christian world, and we are not ‘isposed to undervalue his claim, we shall still teel it to 
be our duty to talve our notiois of religious ruth, not from him, but from the Bible. 


Awiwy; M. F.; G.S. Faven; and @; will appear. 


Soparer’s letter will be conveyed to the editors of the Reformer’s Bible, and is certainly « 
highly deserving of their attention. 


If Mr. Bonn wishes any advertisement to be inserted in this work, he has only to apply in 
the regular way to the publisher. 





We will endeavour to find the papers of S1x. 
Y.N.P.; Dersiensis; and J.G.; have just come to hand. 


We bat received two letters, which refer to the same subject, and of which it inay be 
sufficient to give the substance in this place. A proposal has been widely circulated for 
observing the 26th day of October, when his Majesty enters on the 50th year of his 
reign, as a national jubilee; by renews and public breakfasts in the morning, and dalis 
and illuminations in tk evening. Now we agree with our correspondents, that this is not 
the method of celebrating an occ asrence, so interesting and important, which the Christian 
I loyalist would choose to adopt or to countenance. His sacrifice will be that of prayer 
and praise. On Vo bended knees, in his closet, as well as in the domestic circle, will he 3 
pray that the Lord would grant the King a long life, He will set apart.the day, not for 


+ 


festive enjoyment, but tor yratetul recollection. He will call to mind the wonders whic: 


J 


Gx 8} hath wrc 


gughttor this land; his special interterences, his tearful judgments, his awful 
warning Nor would it be an unsuitable employment of the day, i 





es his signal iInercies. 
the ministers of Christ tnroughout the land were to invite their people to the sanctuary, 
that with united heart and voice they wight praise the Lord for his gooduess to us and to 
ar sinful nation; dndir they were “also, j im a sermon, to give a view, which might excite 
appropriate teelings o: gratitude and humiliation, of our situation—whole and entire, 
though surrounded with the wrecks of mighty kingdoms ; the flame of war burning 

furiously around us, and we untouched by it; our beloved Sovereign preserved to us 4s a 
Nursing tather to the Churci, and as the Dete nde r, noton uly of our own religious liberties, 
but of the Faith of Christ throughout the world. Occasion might also be taken to exhort 
est prayers and endeavours tor the extension ot vital Christianity i in this 
and in al! lands; and e collection might afterwards be made for some institution which 
bas that great object in view. Our own Church has appointed a particular torm of 
worship for tae anniversary of the King’s accession: such a ‘plan as is here suggested 
: be perfectly consistent with her orders; and we may tairly hope that the 
irisinp of God would attend a day thus observed *. 


the people to earn 


ERRATUM. 


Number for Julv, p. 468, col. i, line 3 from bottom, for we, read they. 
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* Jy our voluyse 1004693, p. 572, some observations will be found which are applica- 








r'e * the eubvect under discussion. 
J 





